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New Home Introduces The 
For Embroidery, Sewing 


Now, triple your creativity! 
Triple your pleasure! The 


revolutionary, multi-feature 


















Memory Craft 9000 lets 
you do things you've never 
Make color done before — quickly, 
ee easily, beautifully! 
other patchwork 
projects more 
quickly than 


ever! 
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Extra-Large display screen 
makes it casy to see special messages 


Fi ` : lus stitch patterns you ve selected. 
4 w, 7 p pa l 


-in-1 Memo 


and Patchwork-Quilting! 


Automatic Patchwork-Quilting! 


With the Memory Craft 9000, you can choose not 
just one, but ¢hree patchwork quilting modes: patchwork, 
stencil quilting and free-hand quilting. (Or you can 
combine all three!) 

It’s easy because the Memory Craft 9000 does all 
the work! 

For example, it will tell you what size and how 
many pieces to cut for your patchwork design. 
And with the touch of a key, piecework seaming 
is done automatically — so patchwork which 
once took hours, can be done in minutes! 

And even the most beautiful quilts, crafts 
and wearable art can be completed effortlessly! 


The Memory 
Craft 9000 
calculates the 
size and 
number of 
pieces to 

cut for six 
patchwork 
designs. 





Professional-Style Embroidery! 


The Memory Craft 9000 can make larger embroidery 
patterns than any other home machine, 50 you Can create more 
colorful, more beautiful patterns. You can even combine patterns 
by using the 9000's extra-large Visual Touch Screen to position 
them correctly. 

Best of all, you can choose from an almost unlimited source 
of popular designs with our Memory Cards. 

And embroider automatically — and error-free! 
Whether it's for monograms, home decor or personalized gifts, 
-this is Professional-Style Embroidery at its best. 














You can create larger 
embroidery patterns with 
the Memory Craft 9000 
than with any other 
machine made for 

The home 










The easy-to-use, 3-in-1 Memory Craft 9000 
will expand your creativity as never before! 
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Craft 9000 








Beautifully Detailed Sewing! 


In addition to its patchwork and embroidery 
functions, the Memory Craft 9000 has 
magnificent sewing capabilities. 
Just a touch of its giant Visual ‘Touch 
Screen will give you all the information you 
need to begin sewing. 


Add a 
special 
touch to 
fashions 
with 
distinctive 
embroidery. 





Choose from a countless number of 
stitches. Or combine your favorite 
stitches and store them for recall! 

And for true user-friendly sewing, 
the Memory Craft 9000 has a jam- 
proof top-loading bobbin system, built- 
in needle threader, automatically 
adjustable cloth guide for perfect seams, 
plus a one-step buttonhole system that assures 
you of a perfect buttonhole every time! 

In addition, just one key will set your inch or centimeter 
preference, feed dog position, free arm extension and automatic 
tension level. 

What more could you ask for? 

See the 3-in-1 Memory Craft 9000 at your New Home 


dealer soon — and ¢rple your sewing pleasure! 


“The Worlds Largest Manufacturer of Computer Sewing Machines” 


JANOME 
| NEW HOME | 


NEW HOME SEWING MACHINE COMPANY 10 INDUSTRIAL AVE., MAHWAH, NJ 07430 
PHONE: 201-825-3200 * FAX: 201-825-1488 


SSSSSSSSSSASASSRNSNNNN EAH ISS 
IWANT TO KNOW MORE! T-O/N ‘95 
Please send me complete information on the Memory Craft 9000, 

including a FREE video and the name of my nearest New Home dealer. 
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FOR PEOPLE WHO LOVE TO SEW october/novemb 


THREADS 


details 26 Machine-Stitched Appliqué Curves 


The beauty of these bias-cut Celtic designs is that they look 
made by hand 


by JANE CONLON 


44 Accessories: The Serpentine Hem 


Undulating and piped, this decorative hem turns to the right 
side of an edge 


by ADRIENNE SAINT-PIERRE 


techniques 40 Setting in a Jacket Sleeve 


Adjust ease, insert sleeve heads, and shape shoulder pads 
like a pro 


by MARGARET KOMIVES 


46 Taming the Slippery Beast 


The secret weapon for unruly silks and rayons: 
ordinary spray starch 


by TONI TOOMEY 


49 Reviving Tired Waistbands 


A quick fix with new elastic restores the stretch in your 
favorite skirt or pants 





Appliquéing braided bias by MARY ROEHR 
strips is easier than it 
looks. See p. 26. 


fabric & fit 32 Felted-Wool Patchwork 


A stylish vest from old sweaters 


by THERESE M. INVERSO 


37 Rethinking Pattern Alteration 


Movable seam allowances are the secret of this new method 


by DELLA STEINECKERT 





Twelve pages 
of ideas and 
inspiration for 
your next 
garment project 
start on p. 52. 





on the cover: 
Falted, recycled 
sweaters can be 
pieced randomly 
or quilt-block 
style into an 
irresistible new 
fabric: geep. 3 2. 











design 52 Before You Sew 


A special section with some hints and ideas for navigating 
the many decisions involved in planning a garment 


64 Seams and Edges: Zoran’s 





Minimal Magic For the best reason yet to 
l l buy a serger—or use the 

Few seams, elegant fabrics, and spare finishes yield one you've got. See p. 64. 
stunning results 
by FRED BLOEBAUM 

departments 6 Letters 72 Notes 
No knitting?, baseball-cap Bata Shoe Museum, 
stiffener, meet the people sewing in cyberspace 


from Threads 


76 Quick to Make 


10 Questions What to do with leftover 
Authentic letter jacket, bits of felt 
the simple balance, 
fusible interfacing bubbles 99° Calendal 
Exhibits, special events, 
14 Tips tours, and workshops 
Dart-marking templates, 
sleeve patterns, quick 
elastic belt loops 102 oa 
rovoke your 
l sewing spirit 
l6 Basics 
Shrink before you sew iid Back Cover 
o Hand-embroidered silk 
20 Fitting robe from the 1920s 


Refining a sleeve to 
match an altered armscye 





Slippery, soft, 
and a breeze to 
sew? The trick 
is on p. 46. 
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Letters 


We welcome your 
comments, criticisms, 
advice, and ideas. 
Letters may be 
edited for brevity 
and clarity. 

Please write to: 
Threads Letters, 
63 S. Main St., 
PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506. 


6 THREADS 


No more knitting? 

With the publication of the new 
August/September issue of Threads 
magazine, weve received letters 
and phone calls from knitting read- 
ers disappointed that we don’t plan 
to cover knitting any longer. 

We spent a great deal of time in 
the last year deliberating how to 
make a good magazine even bet- 
ter, and we returned again and 
again to the same basic conclu- 
sions: (1) We haven't covered knit- 
ting as thoroughly as our knitting 
readers would like, and (2) the 
magazine needed a stronger focus 
and identity. 

To achieve the latter, we anchored 
Threads in the primary interest of 
our audience—sewing—but we've 
still defined sewing fairly broadly. 
For instance, in this issue youl 
find articles on making a felted- 
wool patchwork vest on p. 32 and 
on braided appliqué by machine 
on p. 26. You will continue to see 
coverage of quilting, and coming 
up shortly are articles on beading 
and making silk-ribbon embroi- 
dery, gilded polymer-clay buttons, 
and leather-punched accessories. 
We're still committed, you see, to 
offering a variety of articles on in- 
teresting, creative techniques. 

Avid knitters will be happy to 
know that we’re considering a knit- 
ting newsletter or maybe, down the 
road, a separate knitting magazine. 
Meanwhile, we have an increased 
emphasis on knitting in the Threads 
line of books (book proposals are 
wanted!). Please stay tuned to see 
the rich spectrum of things we have 
planned. —Christine Timmons, editor 
Baseball-cap surprise! 


How did you know I needed a base- 
ball hat? And how did you know I 





was desperate for help with sewing 
the beautiful silk in a prom dress 
for my granddaughter? What a 
dandy issue June/July (No. 59) was. 

—Phillida Mirk, Islesboro, ME 


I was surprised in the article “A 
Baseball Cap to Call Your Own” by 
Toni Toomey (No. 59, pp. 53-57) 
that you did not suggest the prod- 
uct Timtex as a washable stiffener. 
It's a wonderful product to use and 
very easy to sew through. It’s avail- 
able at better fabric stores, or you 
can purchase it by mail from Log 


' Cabin Dry Goods, E. 3445 French 


Gulch Road, Coeur d’Alene, ID 
83814; (208) 664-5908. 


—Roberta Armanino, Anacortes, WA 


Toni Toomey replies: Thanks for tip- 
ping us off to Timtex, which was in- 
vented three years ago by a quilter 
as a washable stiffener for hat 
brims and tote bags. I tried the 
product and found it an excellent 
substitute for buckram in a baseball 
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Writing an article 

Threads welcomes articles, proposals, 
manuscripts, photographs, and ideas 
from our readers, amateur or profession- 
al. We’ll acknowledge all submissions, 
return those we can’t use, and pay for 
articles we publish. For our Information 
for Authors brochure, call or write to us 
at Threads, PO Box 5506, Newtown, CT 
06470-5506. 





The World's 

t Greatest 
sewing Embroidery 

Machine. Machine. 


Your eyes arent deceiving you. Theyre one and the same. The Baby Lock Esante. 


The World's 
Greatest 














It sews, It embroiders. 

With 580 built-in utility, decorative and heirloom stitches, the computerized Esanté extends you far beyond the reaches of 
mere sewing machines. 

And with its elaborate array of built-in and embroidery card patterns, you have a home embroidery machine that rivals the 
work of the finest professional machines. 

Try the Baby Lock Esanté. Gain access to thousands of stitch and embroidery patterns at the touch of a screen. Sew and 
embroider anything from the charmingly simple to the elaborately elegant. Effortlessly, fashion a wardrobe, decorate a room or 
create an embroidered masterpiece. 


More than two machines in one, the Esante is every machine you've ever dreamed of. And 





that, perhaps, is its greatest tribute of all. 
Ask your Baby Lock Retailer for information on the full line of Baby Lock sewing products. For == l 

® 

the name of the Retailer nearest you, call 1-800-437-2683. In Canada call 1-800-663-5964. haby loch 





* 


Ask your Retailer about the "Preferred Customer Card". The “Preferred Customer Card” is a credit card program of Bank One, Dayton, NA, Dayton, Ohio. Offer differs in Canada, 
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Letters... 
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Come say hello 
Threads editors do a 
lot of traveling to find 
authors, dig up arti- 
cles, attend confer- 
ences and shows, 
and learn about new 
products. In October 
and November, one 
or more of our staff 
will be at the follow- 
ing shows. Please 
come say hello. 


—American Stitches 
Expo, Novi, MI, 
Oct. 6-8 


—Original Sewing & 
Craft Expo, Reston, 
VA, Oct. 13-15 


—International Quilt 
Festival, Houston, 
TX, Nov. 2-5 


—Creative Sewing & 
Needlework Festi- 
val, Toronto, Ont., 
Canada, Nov. 3-6 


hat. I used two layers of Timtex 
and nothing else in the brim inter- 
facing, handling it just as I did the 
buckram in the article. Finally, I 
used a medium-weight, sew-in, 
nonwoven interfacing in the sweat- 
band, which made the hat com- 
pletely washable. Timtex comes in 
two widths from Log Cabin Dry 
Goods (address on p. 6): 22 in. 
($9/yd. plus $2 S&H) and 5 in., 
but the narrower width isn’t wide 
enough for the patterns included 
with the article. 


Ties become a family 
heirloom 
Recently my grandfather moved in- 
to a retirement center and had me 
get rid of many of his life-long ac- 
cumulations. Among other things, I 
inherited 31 old neckties in various 
styles and fabrics, many of which 
my mother had made for him by 
hand. Because she recently passed 
away and was the one who taught 
me to sew, I didn’t want to throw the 
ties out. Therefore I was so pleased 
to find Angela Candela’s article on 
making a tie vest in the June/July is- 
sue (No. 59, pp. 32-35). I am de- 
lighted to have a truly unique fam- 
ily heirloom, instead of just another 
storage box in the cellar. 

—Kristy Creighton, St. Louis, MO 


A bad fiber dream 


I want to warn Threads readers 
about a potentially dangerous sit- 
uation I ran into last summer. I 
had decided to organize my sewing 
area, where I have a cutting table in 
a sunny spot, on which I had piled 
all my sewing projects and had al- 
so set up a recently purchased 
magnifier lamp. Since we had a 
lovely summer, outdoor activities 
took precedence, and I didn’t get 
back to sewing until a month or 
two later. To my horror, I discov- 
ered that the sun shining through 
the magnifier lamp had burned a 
huge hole in the top piece of fabric 
in my pile. Fortunately, the fabric 
wasn't flammable enough to set 
the whole pile on fire, but the 
whole house certainly could have 
gone up in smoke. Stitchers, be 
careful where you position a mag- 
nifier lamp! 
—Nardene Park, White Rock, 
BC, Canada 


Never too late to sew 

Today was the first moment I had 
to relax and read your publication 
for the first time. ’m 68 years old 
and have been sewing for five 
years. I wasn’t sure if Threads 
would have anything new for an 
old-timer who’s always anxious to 


find new and better ways to sew. 
But I was so impressed with the 
June/July issue (No. 59) that I read 
every article and learned some- 
thing from most of them. I partic- 
ularly enjoyed the article “Success 
with Sheer Silks” (pp. 48-52) since 
I do all the alterations in a bou- 
tique a friend and I opened sever- 
al years ago, which sells and rents 
evening and bridal wear. I’m look- 
ing forward to the next issue. 
Shirley Sirotek, Ilypoluxo, FL 


Sewing-machine TLC 
After retrieving my sewing ma- 
chine from six years in storage, it 
was high time to give it some ten- 
der loving care. Since my owner’s 
manual contains no specific infor- 
mation regarding do-it-yourself 
maintenance, | really appreciated 
your article in the June/July issue 
(No. 59, pp. 41-43) on “How to 
Avoid the Repair Shop.” Thanks 
for timely and user-friendly advice. 
—C. Weyers, Las Vegas, NV 


Correction 

In the Supplies department of the 
June/July issue (No. 59, p. 78), the 
correct name of the Denver, CO, 
supplier listed as the Fabric and 
Button Studio is D’Leas Fabric 
and Button Studio. 
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The World’s Fair of Quilts! 





Color Garden by Jane A. Sassaman in Form and Freedom V sponsored by Hobbs Bonded Fibers and P & B Textiles 


214t Annual 
INTERNATIONAL QUILT FESTIVAL 


Nov. 2-5, 1995 
Preview Night Nov. 1 ¢ Classes begin Nov. 1 
George R. Brown Convention Center, Houston, Texas 
Airline, hotel, and 
exhibit information 
available in June 


by phone: 713/781-6864 
by mail: 7660 Woodway, Suite 550, Houston, Texas 77063 
by Quiltfax” on a fax phone: 512/474-1166 





To request a class catalogue (available in August), send $3 to the above address 


QUILTS = CLASSES Wi SPECIAL EVENTS = SHOPPING 


Questions 


Have a question 
of general interest 


about sewing 


or embellishing 
garments? Send it to: 
Threads Questions, 


63 S. Main St., 
PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506. 
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An authentic letter jacket 


I want to make a letter jacket like 
school athletes wear, with leather 
sleeves and a wool body. What tricks 
are involved? 

—Cynthia Riosa, Denver, CO 






<<“ 


Betsy Westman 





replies: The trickiest 

part of making an authentic 
letter jacket is locating the right 
supplies—beyond that, it’s not a dif- 
ficult garment to make. You can 
use a simple jacket pattern, such as 
Folkwear 251 or Kwik-Sew 2161 
for adults or Stretch @ Sew 1069 
for adults and kids. 

For the body, use a heavy-weight 
flannel wool, in either plain or twill 
weave, with a sturdy satin lining, 
such as Celebrity bridal satin from 
L.T.D. Co. Great ribbing is a bit 
harder to find. Oregon Tailor Sup- 
ply (2123A S.E. Division St., Port- 
land, OR 97202; 800-678-2457) 
sells a top-quality, firm wool rib- 
bing, available in around 15 shades 
from brown, navy, and black to 
hunter green, red, and gray. 

For the sleeves, I suggest uphol- 
stery leather, a thick, supple leather 





thats more durable and resilient 
than garment-weight leather. It’s 
treated to resist stains and can be 
wiped clean with a damp cloth. 
You may find upholstery leather at 
a leather shop in your area, or you 
can order it by mail from Oregon 
Leather (PO Box 5577, Portland, 
OR 97228; 503-228-4105). 
A few construction tips: 
When cutting the 
leather, it’s easiest 
to cut out the pat- 
tern paper first, 
draw its outline 
on a single layer 
of leather, then 
cut it with 
sturdy scis- 
sors. During 
construction, 
place pins in 


A 


leaving visible holes. To cut the 
wool ribbing, follow the line of a 
rib so that the seam will look 
straight. And when attaching the 
lining, baste the layers together to 


the seam al- 





lowance to avoid 


prevent slipping. 

Youll need heavy-duty snap fas- 
teners for the front. Dritz makes 
%-in. snaps, plus the pliers to install 
them, which you can get from Ore- 
gon Tailor. I suggest reinforcing the 
snaps with a double layer of denim 
between the jacket layers. 

If you want an authentic finish for 
the jacket front, look for an em- 
broidered chenille emblem or letter 
at your local sporting-goods store. 
It can be expensive to order just 
one custom emblem, but you may 
find a leftover or get in on a large 
school order. 

Betsy Westman is a custom clothier in 
Eugene, OR. = 





READERS REPLY 


Readers have volunteered the 
following information in 
response to queries. 


More on the simple 
balance 

Readers have commented that 
the quick homemade balance 
for measuring yards per pound 
of yarn sounded complicated 
(Threads No. 59, p. 10). We 
agree that the answer needed 
a drawing for clarity—which 
our old format didn’t permit in 
this department. The device is 
so simple to make if you can 
see it! 

If you have trouble following 
our written instructions for 
the yarn balance, drop us a 
card. We'll send you a photo- 
copied drawing that will help. 

Lynn Noble of La Mesa, CA, 
suggested that the McMorran 
Yarn Balance, used by many 
weavers, is a better solution. 
Aside from the additional cost 
($16.50 plus $4.73 S&H from 
The Shepherds’ Coat, 2567 
San Jacinto Ave., San Jacinto, 
CA 92583; 800-932-8395), 
hand-spinner Tina Bradford 
lists a couple of reasons why 
she prefers the 10¢ homemade 
version: To measure a very fine 
yarn, the McMorran balance 
may need a lot of it to balance, 
while the homemade version 
gives an accurate reading with 
only a small amount. 

Her second reason is that she 
enjoys solving problems with 
what’s on hand—the same rea- 
son she hand-spins her sheep’s 
wool instead of buying yarn. 


illustration by Michael Stepanek 





The Future Is In Your Hands 
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Instant rolled edge 


Introducing the White Superlock 2000 ATS. 


This 2/3/4 thread serger with differential 
feed contains all the quality features you ve 
come to expect from the Superlock name 
plus a few more. Our Automatic Tension 
System self-adjusts the settings for an 
instant rolled edge. Simply turn the stitch 
length dial to “R” and you're on a roll. 

We predict you're going to love our 
threading too. The front doors open wide 


Completely open threading 








Built-in thread cutter 


for easy access to loopers, and a built- 
in threading diagram shows you the 
way through color-coded, lay-in 
channels. Also built-in is a handy 
thread cutter. Never fumble for your 
scissors again. Cut out feeding 
worries too. Our slide-on seam guide 
keeps your fabric on the 
straight and narrow for 
perfect seams. 





Your future in serging is crystal clear: The 
all-new Superlock 2000 ATS will take you 
into the new millennium and beyond. Best 
of all, it won't cost you a fortune. 





Questions... 


Fusible interfacing bubbles 
I’m frustrated by fusible interfacing! 
After it’s applied, it shrinks and 
bubbles, even though I prewash it. 
—Pat Heffernan, Cambridge, Ont., Canada 


Toni Toomey replies: In the samples 
you sent, I couldn’t see many signs 
of shrinkage, but I do see some 
strike through, which is some texture 
from the interfacing showing 
through on the right side of the fab- 
ric. Strike through is caused by too 
much adhesive resin in the inter- 
facing for the weight of the fabric, 
and can be a problem on delicate 
fabrics. You can try a lighter-weight 
interfacing. At any rate, it won't mar 
the outside of the garment if you ap- 
ply the interfacing to the facing 


in Collectibles Quilts 


rather than to the garment itself. 

The bubbling is a different prob- 
lem that may be preventable; the 
solution depends on the type of 
bubbles youre getting. Bubbles in 
either the fashion fabric or the in- 
terfacing are caused by uneven 
shrinkage and can be prevented 
with thorough preshrinking, as de- 
scribed in Basics on p. 16. 

Small bubbles in both the inter- 
facing and the fashion fabric are 
caused by fusing with too high an 
iron temperature. You can elimi- 
nate them by fusing with a cooler 
iron, usually a “wool” setting. Iron 
temperatures vary, so test interfac- 
ing on scraps of fashion fabric first. 
Larger bubbles on the interfacing 


side, where patches of adhesive 


FABRICS BY MAIL 


have let go, are often caused by too 
much steam or moisture during 
fusing. Try a dry iron and a lightly 
misted press cloth. 

I suggest experimenting with dif- 
ferent interfacings to get the best ef- 
fect. Fusibles can be confusing and 
frustrating, or a time-saving de- 
light. HTC-Handler offers a kit 
called Test Fuse, containing a vari- 
ety of fusible interfacings for testing 
on different fabrics and complete 
instructions on how to diagnose 
and cure problems. The kit is avail- 
able from HTC (24 Empire Blvd., 
Moonachie, NJ 07074; 201-641- 
4500) for $5, including S@H. 


Toni Toomey is associate editor of 
Threads. 
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Sat eee T, 12240 Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, MD 20852 





|° 64 pages 

|° 21 color plates 

|* Detailed instructions 
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and exclusive features you'll love. 






(VCC SO proud /o put our namie on tt. 


In just a few hours, you can do what used to take months. Choose 
Berninas exclusive designs...or favorites like Suzy’s Zoo. Add our 
optional scanner, and embroider originals like your Rid’s school 
painting...or match decorative touches in your home. If you buy 
before December 31, 1995, youll have no payments or interest until 
March, 1996. So check out a true original at your Bernina dealer. Or 
call 1-800-405-2SEW for more information. sre 1335x. ininum france charge 506 ©1885 Bernina 
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The Art and Science of Sewing™ 





lips 


Share a tip, a 
useful trick, or 

a great sewing or 
embellishing 
resource. Send 
details, sketches, 
photos, or samples 
(if you like) to: 
Threads Tips, 

PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506. 

Be sure to include 
a phone number 
in case we have a 
question. We'll pay 
for each item we 
publish. 
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More visible appliqué 
My vision isn’t what it used to be, 
but my passion for appliqué is un- 
abated. To make the edges of an 
appliqué more visible when I’m 
stitching it down over a similarly 
colored background, I outline the 
edges with a heavy application of 
disappearing marker sold at no- 
tions counters and by all the usual 
mail-order sources. The ink van- 
ishes by the following day. 

—Avril Bright, Ottawa, Ont., Canada 


Quick elastic belt loops 
For perfectly color-matched belt 
loops that won't sag or droop, 
zigzag over a short length of elastic 
thread using a narrow satin stitch 
and construction thread. Repeat, 
if necessary, to cover the elastic, 
then tack it to your garment. 
—Shelly Scoresby, Hansen, ID 


Improved sleeve patterns 

American pattern companies typi- 
cally cut their set-in sleeve patterns 
with a shallower cap than their Eu- 
ropean counterparts. This makes 
the sleeves easier to set in because 
there’s less to ease in, which is 
ideal for hard-to-ease polyester but 
not so good for ease-loving natural 
fibers. Sleeve caps that are too shal- 
low show up as horizontal wrin- 
kles near the top after insertion. 





After many years of trial and error, 
and much collaboration with other 
serious sewers, I now make the fol- 
lowing adjustment without hesita- 
tion to any set-in sleeve from Vogue, 
Butterick, McCall’s, or Simplicity 
patterns, scaling the amount of 
change to the fabric type. Pll add as 
little as % in. to a blouse, dress, or 
jacket sleeve in polyester, % in. for 
a fine all-natural fabric, and up to 
¥% in. or even 1 in. for a wool. 

Add scrap tissue to the sleeve-cap 
pattern in the area of change shown 
in the drawing below, then draw a 
new curve, starting about | in. be- 
hind the back notches and ending 
smoothly the same distance from 
the front notches. Pare away a little 
at the front, making the line there 
straighter than in the back. Smooth 
your curves with a curved ruler be- 
fore cutting out. You don’t need to 
change the armhole or your inser- 
tion method. The extra ease will 
meld in readily, and you'll enjoy 
the subtle improvement. 

—Marcy Tilton, Cave Junction, OR 


The ultimate 

thread pick-up 

The best tool I’ve found to clear 

threads, lint, and small scraps from 

my ironing board and surround- 

ing area is a plain pad of steel wool. 

The debris never loosens or comes 

out during subsequent cleanups. 
—Andrea Moore, Spokane, WA 


Super thread ripper 

for the fearless 

If you've got a long seam to rip and 
a steady hand, here’s an efficient, 
speedy alternative to the tradition- 
al ripper: Position a rotary cutter 
with its blade upright in a small 
vise, or clamp it to the side of a 
drawer. Now you can use both 


hands to spread the seam and 
bring the threads over to the blade. 
Just a quick touch is all it takes to 
snip them, and with a little practice 
you can rip the seam as fast as you 
can reposition your hands. 
—Barbara Lenz, Seattle, WA 


Dart-marking templates 
Inspired by the use of large, self- 
stick labels as repositionable stitch- 
ing guides for zipper topstitching 
in Threads No. 49 (p. 55), I devised 
this system for marking darts. 
Transfer the dart sewing lines to 
the label and cut out the dart 
shape. When cutting out the pat- 
tern piece, mark only the end point 
of the dart and the ends of the dart 
legs at the seamline. With these 
points established, position the 
dart label precisely and trace 
around it with chalk. You'll get ex- 
actly the same shape and place- 
ment each time. The labels last 
through several garments and can 
be stored on the original backing in 
the pattern envelope. 


—Stacey Callahan, Toulouse, France 


Quilt- and fabric- 

viewing tool 

It's often difficult to stand back and 
get an overview of a quilt or other 
design in-progress. Most hardware 
stores have a gadget that makes it 
easy to get a fresh perspective: a 
front-door peephole. It’s a 2-in. 
brass cylinder with a fish-eye lens, 
which costs under $5 and fits in a 
pocket, purse, or sewing drawer. I 
also take mine to the fabric store to 
reduce prints to their predominant 
colors and help make combina- 
tions easy to evaluate. It’s especially 
useful for fine-tuning your fabric 
choices in a color gradient. 


—Susan Stewart, St. Bruno, Que., Canada 
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Move up to a Bernina dream machine for as little as $39 a 
month. Purchase it before December 31, 1995, and you'll have 
no payments or interestuntil March, 1996. Just think of all the 
wonderful things you could sew before then. Or, make it 
a reality by visiting your Bernina dealer today. For more 
information, call 1-800-405-2S EW. sve is 301. minimum finance charge sot. ©1995 Bernina 


The Art and Science of Sewing™ 


Basics 


We've set aside 

this space to explain 
sewing techniques 
and terms that may 
not be familiar to 
everyone. If you’ve 
ever been stumped 
by a casual 
instruction to 
“clean-finish the 
edge” or “find the 
true bias,” this 
column should be a 
handy reference. 


Drying tips 


SHRINK BEFORE 
YOU SEW 


A rule of thumb for handling fab- 
rics is to prewash or dry-clean them 
before you sew (p. 46). But why— 
and what's the best method to use? 
All natural-fiber fabrics and blends 
shrink when washed, whether the 
water is cool or hot, and when 
steam-pressed after dry-cleaning. 
And drying the fabrics in a warm 
or hot dryer usually causes them to 
shrink further. Even steam-pressing 
during garment construction ap- 
plies enough heat and moisture to 
a fabric to cause some shrinkage. 
So unless a fabric is 100-percent 
synthetic, or you plan to make and 
wear a garment without ever press- 
ing or washing it, always pretreat 
the fabric (and the interfacing) by 
shrinking before you cut and sew it. 


Which method to use 

Here’s a simple guideline for de- 
ciding how to pretreat a fabric: Use 
the temperatures you'll wash, dry, 
and iron the completed garment 
with to preshrink the fabric. In oth- 
er words, if the garment will be 
washed in hot water and dried on 
high heat, put the fabric through a 


While line-drying is always the gentlest way to treat 
even the toughest fabric in a completed garment, many 
fabrics tolerate machine-drying well. However, even a 
warm cycle can distress a fabric from the abrasion as it 
bangs and bounces around in the dryer. To keep the fin- 
ished garment looking fresh, turn it inside out before 


drying in the machine. 


Be careful to dry, not fry, that lovely fabric in the 
completed garment. If you leave it in the dryer until it is 
hot to the touch, you’ve removed all of the moisture 
from it and shortened its life. 
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hot wash cycle (ei- 
ther with plain 
water or a little de- 
tergent) and dry it 
on high heat. If the 
garment will be 
hand-washed in 
warm water and 
line-dried, soak 
the fabric in 
warm water for 10 
or 15 minutes (so that 
the fibers become satu- 
rated), squeeze (don't 
wring) the excess water out, 
and hang it to dry. To keep the wet 
fabric from stretching from its own 
weight when hung, lay it through a 
row of hangers, as shown above. 
Instead of line-drying when you 
pretreat the fabric, ifit can tolerate 
a low-heat dry cycle, put it in a dry- 
er to shrink it a little more, even if 
you plan to line-dry the completed 
garment. 

To preshrink wools and other 
dry-clean-only garments, take the 
fabric to the cleaner and have it 
steam-pressed. (It’s possible to do 
this at home, but it’s difficult to get 
reliable, uniform results.) 


Preshrink fusible 
interfacing 

To prevent “interfacing failure” with 
bubbles in the fabric (caused by 
the interfacing shrinking) or bub- 
bles in the interfacing (caused by 
the fabric shrinking), pretreat the 
interfacing you'll use. Fold it with 
the adhesive sides together, then 
place the folded interfacing in very 
hot water and let it soak for 20 min- 
utes or until the water begins to 
cool. (Don’t agitate the interfacing 
in the water because this will wash 
off the adhesive.) Gently squeeze 
out—don’t wring—the excess wa- 






A note about ironing 
Once you've taken care to 
prewash a fabric, it will need 
ironing before it’s cut. Iron in 
the direction of the straight 
grain (parallel with the 
selvage edge) to avoid 
stretching the fabric even 
slightly out of shape. 


ter, blot with a towel, unfold the 
interfacing, and lay it flat on an- 
other towel to dry, or lay it through 
hangers to line-dry. As recom- 
mended by Handler-HTC for its 
fusible interfacings, after cutting 
out the pattern piece, give the in- 
terfacing a burst of steam from an 
inch or so above it just before fus- 
ing it to the fashion fabric. 

Once they have been preshrunk, 
fabric and interfacing may contin- 
ue to shrink if hotter temperatures 
are used than the original pre- 
treatment. Throughout the life of 
the garment, continue to wash, dry, 
and press it with the same tem- 
peratures you used in the begin- 
ning, and you won't be disap- 
pointed by any further fabric or 
interfacing shrinkage. 


inges 
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SINGER 
Creativity Unlimited. 


The Quantum XL-100 Sewing System: 
Everything you need, More than you imagined! 


Now you can create a home full of 

beauty and style on a machine that's Over 2000 built-in stitch Patterns 
so easy to use, you'll be sewing in 
minutes. Elevate your sewing artistry 
to new heights by designing your own 
embroideries an stitches with the 
optional new scanner, or use the eight 
available embroidery cards -- 
with more to come. 











Programmable 
permanent memory, 
up to 40 patterns 














SiNGER Smart Touch 
Screen for 
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Basting 







SINGER __ Built-in pattern 
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embroideries or stitches with the 100mm wide. SINGER 


optional new Scanner. 


Come to your local Singer Dealer for a free demonstration 


©1995 Singer sewing Company or call for a free video: 1-800-4-SINGER (1-800-474-6437) 


INTEGRITY PATTERNS 


by T. J. Lane 
Introducing a marketing concept that presents the product first, tells how to use it 


and trusts the integrity of the consumer to pay after successfully completing the project 


PIECED STRIP SKIRT WITH SWIRL HEMLINE 
Uses only 2 2/3 yards of 45" fabric. Fits up to 70" hips*. 
Finished length up to 32"**. For ease in sewing your first 
Swirl Skirt, consider a lightweight cotton with small design. 


DIRECTIONS 


Copy this ad three times, and cut out the small pattern piece from one 
and the large one from another. There are three pieces to the swirl panel, Z j 
but one is cut in the process of cutting the others, so needs no pattern. 
P H Cut strips* 4” x 45™* on cross grain. Stack strips right sides up, 
with ends and edges carefully aligned, to use rotary cutter. 
Place pattern pieces right side up. Put the small one with the large 
letter A at the tip end of the strip. Make cuts in order HA, HC, HB, if 


Piece enough swirl panels for your size hips*. Sew 1/4" seams: first sew 

small piece to medium one along the matching straight edges Aa to Bb. 

Sew the long edge CD of the medium one to the straight edge of the 

long one. Finish seams and press toward small pattern piece. F. 1 

‘ / 

Sew swirl panels together, waist to hem, dot H to doth. “ 
Finish seams and press the same direction as before. “ 

| N 5 

| Hem by folding 1/4" and stitching with , á 

| 3-way Zig-Zag over the raw edge, press. x 


| Finish waist: fold 1 1/4" 
\ toward inside, stitch with3-way œ< 
| zig-zag over the raw edge 


\ and along the top 
\ edge. 
\ Cutafew | b 
\ sitches 


\ on the inside of a vertical seam and insert elastic 
| with strings on each end. 
\ Tie strings to adjust skirt waist for comfort. 


\ Wear your new skirt, and 
\ if you like the INTEGRITY PATTERN 
\ Please send $5.00 to the designer: 
\ 
\ 
x = T.J. Lane 


\ 9666 E. Riggs Rd. Ste. 401-247 
\ Sun Lakes, Arizona, 85248 USA 
Soio the pratleinr with olthote tho seve once elt eee 
Alp i comeneont alit yout 





*For hips up to 30 inches, cut a minimum of 12 strips 
40” 14,50" 18 
60" 20, 70" 22 
**45" strip yields 32" finished length of skirt 


4 30” strip yields 22" finished length of skirt 





Send your address label and three stamps or call (602) 895-8074 to get a free brochure of 
THIMBLES designed and made in Sterling silver and Karat gold by Tommie Jane Lane. 
She gives $10 off your first order for thimbles and sends anew INTEGRITY PATTERN. 
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The American Classic Line" 
Cdtion Prints and Plain Colors 
For samples, please send $3 to 
GUTCHEON PATCHWORKS, INC. 
917 Pacific Avenue, #505 / Tacoma, WA 98402 
1(S00)3435-5 183 
Wholesale Inquiries Welcome 





Cross Stitch 
and more! 


If you're ready to add the 
timeless grace of classic 
needlework techniques to 
your cross stitch, youre 
ready for The NeedleWorker. 


x 
- Send $14.95—RISK FREE—-for 
! your one-year subscription. If you are 


i not absolutely delighted with the 

! projects, information and agsigns | in 
| this 16-page color SS Wear 

i quarterly, we will K 3 

i rush your money ( 

| back to ead i 

| the issue is yours to “Fy, 


U. S. $16.95 IN CANADA 


Send check or money order payable in 
U.S. Dollars to: 


~eenn- The 
‘Won oe 


Dept. PWS5, 6680 mate Ave., #202 
Martinez, CA 94553 











Quilters’ Conference 
| January 11-15, 1996 


Ontario Airport Hilton 
Ontario, California 


Workshops with: 


| Elizabeth Akana 
Alex Anderson Paula Nadelstern 
} Christen Brown Gai Perry 
Marilyn Dohery-Smith Anita Shackelford || 
Cynthia England Arlene Stamper 
John Flynn Dottie Sweet 
Vicki Garnas Blanche Youn g | 
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Quilt Show 


Crossroads: Worin Mit Frontier 


A Judged and Juried Regional Show 
January 12-14, 10 AM -5 PM 
Over 200 quilts 


Judged and Juried 
Doll and Clothing Exhibits 


Merchant Mall 
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fa aahon SHOW. 
Creative Fashions for Real People 


Sponsored by South Sea Fabrics 


Contest 
$500 in cash prizes 
Entry Deadline November 1, 1995 
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Fashion Show 
January 13, 1996 


Featuring 30 garments from the contest 







For more information send a | 
LSASE (64¢) to: | 
Road To California 


| PO Box 966, Alta Loma, CA 91701 
909-989-3036 




















‘Classic Elegance. Sim implicity ty in Design. 


The Beaded Bag Series from BagLady Press brings the artistry 
of the past to Ma PRs Ve of all skill levels. 


Bead Knitted Basie 
Handbags 1 nee pelted 


i ind 
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De ca Š 
Per dani Bags 





Each handbag booklet ($11.95) provides detailed step-by-step knitting, ribbon work and 
finishing instructions for each of the pictured bags. The pendant bag booklet ($10.95) provides 
the same level of detailed instructions for two classic shell designs (Shipping & Handling extra). 


Available at your favorite bead, fabric, needlework and craft retail stores October 1995. 


Wholesale Inquiries F * 
(303) 670-2177 Retail Orders 
FAX (303) 670-2179 ae. Intemational Beadtrader 
PO Bax 2409 PRESS 1-800-805-BEAD 
Evergreen, CO 80437-2409 
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EMBROIDERY 










SUPPLIES 


Quality Materials /Same Day Shipping 


for all your machine embroidery needs 
e Scissors/Nippers + Backings + Oxford Dress Shirts 


5T’s EMBROIDERY SUPPLY 
P.O. Box 484, Macedon, NY 14502 
Call (800) 466-7945 for a free catalog 
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Fitting 


Here’s the place to 
get some answers 

to your fitting 
questions. If you have 
a better solution than 
the one we’ve given 
here, please write 
and tell us. Send your 
questions (include 
photos, if possible), 
comments, and solu- 
tions to: Threads Fit, 
PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506. 
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Refining a sleeve to match 
an altered armscye 
I have a forward thrust to my shoul- 
der and have learned to alter bodice 
patterns to allow for this. But what’s 
the best way to alter a sleeve pattern 
to match the altered armscye? 

—Sue Hodgson, St. Louis, MO 


Drape the sleeve directly onto the 
bodice while you're wearing it, say 
expert fitters Mary Heiberg Larson 
and Terry Horlamus. Because you 
already have a bodice that has been 
altered to fit your forward-thrust 
shoulders, draping is the most di- 
rect way of achieving a sleeve that 
corresponds. This way, other pos- 
sible variations, such as biceps that 
are thicker or thinner than average, 
or an elbow that’s higher or lower 
than average, can also be accom- 
modated in the process. The trick- 
iest part is that you'll need a fitting 
partner to drape the sleeve on you. 

You can work directly with your 
fashion pattern. After draping and 
marking the changes on a muslin 
test garment, you will make equiv- 
alent changes to your fashion- 
pattern sleeve. 

Start by constructing the bodice 
from muslin. Then mark the arm- 
scye stitching line with contrast- 
ing thread. 

Use a basic sleeve pattern the 
same size as the bodice pattern. 
Trace the cutting lines onto muslin, 
increasing the seam allowance 
around the cap to 1% in., as shown 
in the drawing at right. 

Cut one sleeve from muslin (un- 
less your left and right shoulders or 
arms are very different from each 
other, it doesn’t matter which sleeve 
you cut). Mark all stitching lines 
on the muslin sleeve as well as the 
biceps line and the grainline. 


Then stitch the elbow dart and 
the sleeve seam. Stitch the sleeve to 
the bodice at the underarm from 
notch to notch, right sides togeth- 
er, leaving the seam open around 
the cap between the notches. Clip 
the underarm seam allowances 
at the notches and in several places 
in between to release the strain 
during fitting. 

Put on the garment, and secure 
the center-back seam of the bodice. 
Relax your arm so that the sleeve 
falls naturally with the body, and 
have your fitting partner drape the 
sleeve on you, as follows: Position 
the sleeve cap at the shoulder seam. 
Observing the fabric and the grain- 
line, shift the cap fabric until the 
sleeve hangs naturally and falls par- 
allel to the upper arm, without the 
fabric twisting, pulling, or forming 
draw lines. Then pin the top of the 


sleeve cap to the shoulder seam- 
line, as shown in the drawing on 
p. 22. The crossgrain (biceps line) 
should remain parallel to the floor. 

To drape the sleeve cap, smooth 
the front section of the cap so that 
the fabric falls gently over the 
shoulder. Distribute the ease even- 
ly. If there’s too much fabric to ease 
in, do not try to ease in the excess; 
for the time being, just leave it asa 
fold of fabric. When the front of 
the cap looks natural and smooth, 
pin it in several places to the stitch- 
ing line marked on the bodice. Re- 
peat for the back of the cap. 

Next, check to see that there’s 
enough room across the biceps. If 
there is excess fabric at the cap, 
pin this into a dartthe length of the 
sleeve, as shown in the drawing on 
p. 22. Move your arm around to 
make sure you have enough room 


PREPARING THE SLEEVE 


Start with your fash- 
ion-pattern sleeve or 
a basic sleeve pattern 
the same size as your 
bodice pattern. Mark 
stitching, cutting, bi- 
ceps, and grain lines 
on muslin. 


Provide 114-in. seam 
allowance between 
notches. 


Biceps line runs from 
front to back at under- 
arm. 


Grainline is per pendic- 
ular to biceps line. 





WE'VE GOT THE 
BEST DEAL ALL SEWN UP 


$900.00 worth of memory cards free 





The Brother Pacesetter PC-7500 computer sewing machine and Personal 
Embroidery System allows you to add many beautiful touches to your 
finished projects. And if you purchase it by December 31, 1995, you'll 
receive four additional memory cards free. That’s a $500.00 value. Visit 
your authorized Pacesetter dealer today for more details and a complete 
demonstration. Call 1-800-42BROTHER for the name of your nearest 
dealer, or to receive a video tape for only $4.95 for shipping and handling. 





We're at your side. 







© 1995 Brother International Corporation, 200 Cottontail Lane, Somerset, NJ, 08875-6714 
Attn: PACESETTER Dept. T. In Canada: 514-685-0604 ext.233 
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Fitting... 


for comfort (we usually ask that 
our respective clients pretend to 


DRAPING THE SLEEVE hug someone to test this). Do not 


Have a friend drape your sleeve, overfit. Adjust and repin if there is 
adjusting cap fabric so that sleeve ‘ye excessive strain. 
hangs smoothly and naturally. f; 


Mark the new sleeve-cap stitching 
Ease and pin line, following the bodice armscye’s 
“ %G 7 .  \ front section stitching line, and the top of the 
Rigat tapsa siete “ap. — oe \ Of cap, then cap at the shoulder line. Then mark 
| aape both legs of any darts by drawing 
N along the pinned dart lines. 
stitching line Check to see that all changes are 


on cap. marked accurately and clearly. Re- 


Biceps line should be parallel 
to floor. 


Excess fabric pinned into dart — 
along length of sleeve. 
move the sleeve from the bodice. 


Undo the seams and darts, and re- 
move all pins. Press the sleeve flat. 

To transfer the markings to the 
pattern, align the sleeve pattern 
over the muslin sleeve. Trace the 
new sleeve-cap seamline, and mark 





| Our NEW Peer Gynt 
eh, PATTERN BOOKLET for world 
famous Norwegian sweaters 


a 
flake* 


ša 


i Aand Crafted 
-T CERAMIC BI 


SS> 16 fascinating 
~ patterns - traditional 
© and excitingly modern 
for sport & leisure. 


——— 


xe 25 years x 
and 1000's of kits to 
knitters all over the world! 


Fine Hand Dyed Cottons In Gradation 


Featuring 


SUEDE LOOK COTTONS 


* Beauty of Real Suede Leather 
¢ Ease of Sewing 
¢ Machine Washable 


For Beautifully Sewn Fashions & Award Winning Quilts 


For US$ 25.- we air mail our NEW 
Peer Gynt PATTERN BOOKLET 
& complete set of Kit pamphlets 
+ Introduction to Norwegian Knitting | 


| ni " n Colorcard with 325 fabric swatches of 
r $,- + 
or just US$5.- for Kit info Intro both Cherrywood Solid Gradations & 


new Suede Look Cottons $7.00 


FO. Box 486, TH, Brainerd, MN 56401 
$$ 218/829-0967 Œ 





Snowflake 
P.O. Box 51 N-1315 Nesøya T 
Norway 
(Fax +47 66 B4 89 63) 


Designs 


Handcrafted Ceramic Button and Jewelry Pieces 
Send $3.50 for fullcolorcatalog P.O. Box 100. Essex, MA 01929 
Tel: (508) 927-7012 Fax: (508) 927-3828 
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the top of the cap, as shown in the 
drawing at left. 
If there’s a dart that was formed 


ALTERING 
PATTERN 


Align pattern over 
altered muslin sleeve. 


from excess fabric in the cap, trace 
both legs onto the pattern tissue. 
Then cut the pattern along one of 
the legs of the dart from sleeve cap 
PA cians to the hemline. Bring the twolegs of 


line on cap. the dart together, overlapping the 


tissue; closing the dart will cause 


Mark new top of sleeve 


and grainline. the biceps line to curve upward. 


draping produet Redraw the biceps line perpendic- 


a dart: Slash dart and 
lap closed; true stitching 
line on cap. 

Redraw biceps line, then 
underarm stitching line, 
and finally hemline. 


ular to the grainline. Then redraw 
the underarm section of the sleeve- 
cap stitching line so that it inter- 
sects the straightened biceps line. 
Make an equivalent change at the 


sleeve hem so that the two sides of 
—— Altered pattern lines 


Originalipattenn Ie: the sleeve seam are the same length. 





Redraw the seam allowances. 





Personal 
Patte rns” 





Cut a sleeve from your revised 
pattern, and sew it into the bodice 
to see whether the sleeve hangs 
properly. Fine-tune the fit, if nec- 
essary, before cutting and sewing 
your garment in fashion fabric. 


Mary Heiberg Larson sews and fits 
clothing in Seattle, WA; Terry 
Horiamus runs New York Fashion 
Academy in Seattle, WA. Edited by 
Mary Galpin Barnes. 


"I found Personal Patterns very easy to use." 
"To my delight, the slacks basic required no adjustments. 
After adding the details I wanted, I made a pair of pleated 
_ trousers in record time" 
"Now that my testing is complete I find that I actually 


use Personal Patterns in my profession as well as for 





Se $179 
PRINT FULL SIZE 


C CU STOM FITTED PATTERNS 


from your computer in minutes 
REQUIRES: 286 or better; DOS 3.0 or later; 


laser, inkjet, or dot matrix printer. Windows 
version requires Windows 3.1, 386 or better. 


$129 


To order, or for more information: 
WATER FOUNTAIN SOFTWARE INC Add $5 S&H 

13 East 17th Street Dept. T1195 DEMOS: $10 each 
New York NY 10003 CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
(212) 929-6204 ——— 


myself, because it can whip out a useful basic pattern 
that I can alter or redesign." 
Susan Bennett Review in Threads magazine Sept. '95 _ 





STEP BY STEP INSTRUCTIONS TEACH YOU 
TO DO A FITTING IN ONE HOUR. 
GENERATES A CUSTOM FITTED PATTERN. 


Women's and Children's 
BASIC PATTERNS for DOS 


Women's BASIC PATTERNS 
for Windows - Includes online 
help and interactive measurements 


Women's 


7129 DESIGNER 


JACKETS AND SUITS 

DESIGN YOUR JACKET BY SIMPLY 
CHOOSING FROM A MENU OF OPTIONS. 
HUNDREDS OF STYLES. PRINTS A COMPLETE 
SET OF PATTERN PIECES. INCLUDES 
SEWING AND MEASURING INSTRUCTIONS. 
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From Mills that Provided Linens for Queen Victoria 


HOUSEF RUSSIA 


Lace Accessories + Wool & Wool Blends « Unique Bed & Table Linens 


| 


100% Linen & Linen Blends * Exquisite Handmade Bobbin Lace 


e 
K 






Your source for long prong snaps and 
snap attaching tools that are fun and easy to use! 


WHERE TO FIND OUR PRODUCTS 


> Call Nancy’s Notions (1-800-833-0690) 


Z& 
» Try the notions department of your local sewing store a 


| | | > Or call The Snap Source at 1-800-725-4600 f 
A i P.O, Box 99733, Dept TP, Trov, MI 48099-9733 810/585-2234 fax 810/585-1024 | 
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ics.) a Fabrics 

$15 Annual Fabric Club Membership - $5 for Single Swatch Set | : <n à | a 
I SD m ox B disCRIMINATING Unlimited 


House of Russia, Lid., Fabrics Division Elegant fabrics from 


Designer cutting rooms. . . 5015 Columbia Pike 
3901 North Field Road, Box 4551 Exclusive imports, cottons, Arlington, Virginia 22204 
Austin, Texas 78765-4551 


| silks, wools, Ultrasuede Washington, D.C. Area | 
Mail orders filled. $ | 
(12) 765-3535 Pee eee See 




















CUSTOM SWATCHING SERVICE | DYES for Fabric Design 
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BATIK - PAINT = STENCIL ame 


LIQUID H REACTIVE DYES - One Shot Dyes 
PRO MX Reactive Dyes - Sabracron™F Reactive Dyes 
Kiton Acid Dyes - WashFast Acid Dyes 
TEXTILE INKS & Pigments - MARBLING COLORS 
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We are the PROfessional source! dr - : * 

SPECIALISTS IN FABRIC COLORATION hemical & Dye 

Workshops! Eo a ac Se ee INC 
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Gladsn Ltd. 
Timeless Quality 
Classic Styling 


200 S. NEWMAN ST. 
HACKENSACK, NJ 07601 
201-488-0606 
1-800-227-1724 
Fax: 201-488-8819 












A SWEATER AGAIN 


pemer | Recycle your 
~ e sweaters! 
A pattern for joining 
several sweaters into 
A SWEATER JACKET 
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—— Teaching at —— 
Albany, NY. Sept 14 | 
St. Louis, Mo. Sept 15-17 
Chicago, IL. Sept 28-24 
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LUXURY WOOL & WOOL BLENDS IN 
SPRING AND FALL WEIGHTS 
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BASY STEPS 





OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 


intr oducing the Boniit n | \ a Pa OT aE Reference Card 
Pant Patterner - 


and a comprehensive Patterner Instruction Book 
which Illustrates how to set the Patterner for both 
size and style. |f required, additional support is just 


The world’s iirst i A a toll-free call away — Your success is guaranteed! 
í { fitti { { | i You'll never have to buy another pattern again! 
per e( l mo, 0 d \ » sl Whether you're a beginner or an expert, 
° ponftf Bonfit is all you'll ever need for a life- 
adjustable reusable So e =” time of Fun and Fashion that fits 
4 i a | l a =^] Don't simply take our word for it. Try the 
J | ==" U Bonfit Pant Patterner absolutely risk free 
non-paper pattern. ba A T E 


It's just like having a tailor at home! 
Imagine, by simply tuming a knob and sliding a 


` JUST 3 EASY PAYMENTS 
|: OF $16.65 








panel or two, you can set the flexible plastic hs N ( PLUS SHIPPING AND HANDLING) 
Pattemer to your exact body measurements F 7% ree 
and proportions. It's so quick and easy that it only ‘» : E 
takes a few minutes. Simply take a few critical TA 4 hacWquatantas (lessisBH) 
body measurements, set the Pattemer to those - — à 
measurements and then trace around it's ruler like 3. yo “= Snecial A 
edges. The result will be a perfect fitting pattern °. Va Aj A YH ECI rj | 
the first time around — with no frustrating fitting >- ns er 0 ffer! wl «6 
ouustnenis If your figure changes or if you plan to =—_*- i + hae d ga => 
i sew for someone else, simply reset the ~ j 
Patterner to the new measurements and 5- 4 . Order now and get a 
proportions. E bs foe FREE instructional video! 
| T = TO ORDER, CALL: 
ny size, any style, just one Patterner, =- ra q- <a 1133 
The Patterner adjusts to your + ponfil a 
exact body measurements and b, ponfil aie a or send a check/money order for 
ieee . 2 en 5: $49.95 Plus $9.95 S&H 
proportions (sizes 4 to 22} and it ne ca a (U.S. funds, CA residents add 8.25% Sales Tax) 
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any style you desire. + * BONFIT AMERICA 
Your Patterner will never +” “ 9959 TRIUMPH STREET, 
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Machine-Stitched 





THREADS 


D] li ué 





tone carvings rendered in 
fluid silk? It sounds un- 
likely, but I've long been 
intrigued by the precise, 
graceful curves that were 





carved in metal and stone 
by the ancient Celts. And so I de- 
cided to sew these designs to em- 
bellish a garment. Not in a stiff, 
stonelike fabric but in an elegant, 
supple silk as fluid as the lines of 
the carvings themselves. 

Not wanting to spend hours 
sewing by hand, I. developed a rel- 
atively fast, simple method of ap- 
pliquéing bias-cut tubes by ma- 
chine that sacrifices neither subtlety 


The beauty 
of these 
bias-cut 

Celtic 
designs is 
that they 

look made 


by hand 


by Jane Conlon 


nor precision. While the finished 
garment looks like it took a lot of 
time, the actual process is simple. 
In fact, with the aid of a liquid sta- 
bilizer, all of the appliqué on the 
jacket shown on the facing page 
was sewn by machine, using a 
blind-hem stitch. 

Applying these methods requires 
planning and care, but once you 


by Karen Morria 


proto 


page by Rick Guidotti; hair and makeup by Eddie Santos; other 


oto Uig 


Boyd Ha pen; pr 


41 by 


of facing pape and p 


prepare the fabric and practice the 
basic sewing techniques, the work 
progresses quickly. And discover- 
ing the simple logic governing 
Celtic knotwork’s apparent intri- 
cacy is a pleasure all its own. 


A simple style for a 
complex trim 

While planning a garment, look 
for a pattern with simple, flatter- 
ing lines. Unconstructed jackets 
and vests work best because you 
want the appliqué to be the main 
feature of the garment. 

A centered medallion, such as 
the one shown at left, needs a one- 
piece back or front. If your pattern 
has a center-back seam, you can 
often eliminate it by cutting the 
piece on the fold. Likewise, bor- 
ders will work best with one-piece 
sleeves and simple kimono- or 
cardigan-style collars. If you plan to 
appliqué the front edges of a vest or 
jacket, omit the buttons to avoid 
interrupting the design. 

Finally, plan to line your garment. 
A lining will hide the construction 
details and make your work more 
durable and polished. So unless 
youre willing to draft a lining, look 
for a pattern that includes one. 


Fluid fabric and design 

You can use a variety of fabrics for 
Celtic appliqué, from silks to quilt- 
ing cottons. The ideal fabric is a 
light- to medium-weight natural 
fiber with an even, supple stretch 
on the bias. I don’t recommend 
twills, knits, or fabrics that have 
heavy texture, a loose weave, or a 
pile or nap. 

If you want the same fluid effect 
that I got in my jacket, choose a 
soft, drapey fabric such as three-ply 
silk crepe. To create appliqué de- 
signs on soft fabric, it’s essential 


to stabilize the areas that will sup- 
port appliqué, which is sewn onto 
the cut-out pattern pieces before 
sewing them together. Water-solu- 
ble liquid stabilizers are ideal—a 
fluid silk treated with Perfect Sew 
looks and feels more like poster- 
board, making it possible to stitch 
the appliqué with minimal distor- 
tion. Best of all, once the stabilizer 
is dissolved, the fabric returns to its 
original, supple state. 

Because liquid stabilizers require 
water for removal, you'll need to 
prewash the fabric, even though | 
recommend dry-cleaning once the 
garment has been completed. But 
don’t pass up a beautiful rayon or 
silk whose bolt end advises dry- 
cleaning. Buy a small amount of 
fabric to pretest at home—it may 
wash beautifully. 

For my jacket, I chose the subtle 
effect of tone-on-tone appliqué, like 
a stone carving. But you may want 
to try contrasting solids, a print 
and a solid, or combined prints, 
such as those on pp. 29 and 30. 


From design to fabric 
When choosing a design (see 
“Where to Find Celtic Designs” on 
p. 30), begin with one that’s not 
too complex. Simple shapes are 
easier to execute, and soft curves 
take less fussing than points. A 
medallion for a silk T-shirt or a pil- 
low is a good place to begin. 

Once you decide on the design 
and its placement and scale, use a 
photocopier to reduce or enlarge 
the design to size. For a medallion, 
copy it in several sizes and try each 
on the pattern to determine a pleas- 
ing size and placement. 


Prepare the fabric sections— 
After you finish cutting out the gar- 
ment, apply stabilizer to the areas 





Turned bias tubes are woven into 


rich appliqué on the silk jackets 


center-back medallion (opposite) 


and borders (above). 
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A template makes 
it easy. Using a de- 
sign traced from a 
photocopy (upper 
right), then cut 
from template plas- 
tic, it’s a cinch to 
accurately position 
and transfer to your 
fabric a complex- 
looking medallion 
or border design. 
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to be appliquéd, following the 
product directions. Working on a 
clean, nonporous surface, thor- 
oughly saturate the fabric, then al- 
low the fabric pieces to dry flat. If 
necessary, use a hair dryer to speed 
the drying process, then use a dry 
iron to remove residual moisture 


and wrinkles. 





A plastic template makes it 
easy—To transfer designs accu- 
rately, I use clear plastic templates, 
as shown in the photo at left. You 
can make a template by tracing the 
design on a sheet of stencil plastic, 
then cutting it with a mat knife. 
For a medallion, trace the entire 
design. For a border, you'll only 
need 8 to 12 in. of it, beginning 
and ending in the middle of a re- 
peat, so you can realign the tem- 
plate for a perfect match. 

After cutting the template, place it 
on the pattern piece, checking to 
see that border designs on sleeves 
and collar bands will match when 
sewn together. Trace the outline on 
the paper pattern, then make a cou- 
ple of alignment marks on the pat- 
tern piece and template. The marks 
will make the template easy to repo- 
sition on the garment piece for 
transfer of the full design. 


Mark the design on the fabric— 
Copy the alignment marks from 
the pattern to the stabilized gar- 
ment pieces, then match these 
markswith those on the template. 
Trace around the design with a 
sharp, water-soluble chalk pencil 
or fabric marker. Lift the template 
and check to see that the entire 


outline is visible. If necessary, re- 
align the template and complete 
the transfer. 


At the heart of the design: 
bias tubes 

Fluid bias tubes form the design 
lines for your appliqué. To deter- 
mine the width you need, measure 
the lines on your template; I used 
¥-in.-wide tubes for my jacket. 

For even bias tubing, you need 
to cut bias strips, then fold, stitch, 
turn, and press them. Whether you 
cut with scissors or a rotary cut- 
ter, strips must be cut on the true 
bias, without seams. For this rea- 
son, methods for making continu- 
ous bias from a seamed tube of fab- 
ric don’t work for Celtic appliqué. 

To get the longest unseamed 
strips possible, start with a true 
square of 36- to 45-in-wide fabric 
(1 to 1% yd.). Mark the square in 
half on the diagonal, then, working 
from the center, cut the fabric in 
strips (1% in. wide for %-in. tubes). 
For accuracy, cut one layer of fabric 
at a time. 

Working with a rotary cutter, a 
ruler, and a mat is the quickest way 
to cut strips. If you use scissors, 
premark the fabric with chalk at 
needed intervals. (I prefer a disap- 





How Much Bias Do You Need? 


To determine the quantity of bias strips needed for a 
medallion, use a length of string and a photocopy of 
the design. Place the string on the outermost edge 
of the medallion and follow the entire design in 
clockwise fashion. Mark the spot where you begin 
and, when you return to that point, cut the string 


and measure it. 


To calculate the amount of bias needed for a bor- 
der, use the string to measure a single 1-ft. strand of 
the border. Multiply this amount (in inches) by the 
number of strands that make up the border and di- 
vide the result by 12. This is the number of feet of 


bias needed for 1 ft. of border. 


Now measure your pattern pieces to determine 
the total length of all borders. Divide this amount 
(in inches) by 12. This is the number of finished 
border feet needed. 

To find the total amount of bias needed for the 
border appliqué, multiply the first number by the 


second. To convert this amount to yards, divide by 


3. Use this measurement to calculate how much 
bias to cut and sew. A 1Y4-yd. piece of 45-in.-wide 
fabric yields more than 80 feet of 1’-in.-wide bias 
strips for *-in. tubes. | used about 10 ft. of %-in. 
tubes for the medallion and 42 ft. for the borders 


on my jacket.— J.C. 


pearing chalk such as Clo-chalk. 
This and the following tools and 
notions are available at sewing 
stores and by mail from Clotilde, 2 
Sew Smart Way B8031, Stevens 
Point, WI 54481-8031; 800-772- 
2891; catalog $2.) 

To sew the tubes, fold the bias 
strips in half, right sides together, 
mark the tube width from the fold 
(more accurate than marking from 
the cut edge) with chalk or a water- 
erasable marker, and stitch along 
the line. A marker on the machine 
bed will also help you stitch accu- 
rately (for more on precision 
sewing, see Threads No. 58, pp. 36- 


Simple 
shapes are 
easier to 
execute, and 
soft curves 
take less 
fussing than 
points 


39). Sew slowly and use a straight- 
stitch plate and a straight-stitch, 
jeans, or quilting foot, then trim 
seam allowances to *% in. 

A quicker way to sew uniform 
tubing is with a Fastube foot, which 
accurately guides the folded strip to 
the needle. If you sew a lot of bias 
strips, it saves time. Another prod- 
uct, called Fasturn, makes turning 
bias tubes a breeze. You can open 
the seam as you turn the tube, dis- 
tributing the bulk evenly. 

Finally, the tubes need pressing 
with a flat metal or plastic tool 


called a bias bar, shown at right, 
which will help you center the 
seam and stretch the tube to a uni- 
form width. Bias bars are available 
in sets of four from % to % in. wide 
(I prefer the metal ones). Insert the 
bar in the tube, roll the seam to 
the center so that it will be hidden 
when the appliqué is sewn, then 
press using steam and a lightweight 
press cloth, repositioning the bar 
along the entire length of each tube. 
After removing the bar, press again 
with the cloth for crisp edges. 


Arrange the design, 
anchor the tubes 
To position the appliqué for 
sewing, I use a fabric glue stick, 
which eliminates the need for bast- 
ing. It provides good adhesion and 
washes out with the stabilizer. 
Knowing where to place tubing 
for a Celtic braided design is easy 
if you keep two things in mind: 
First, only two lines cross at a giv- 
en point; and second, each line fol- 
lows a repeated under-and-over pat- 
tern as it crosses other tubes. 
Begin at the middle of any inter- 
section to hide the cut end of the 
bias under the strip that will pass 
over it, apply glue to the back of the 
tube | to 2 in. at a time, and posi- 
tion the tube within the outline of 
the design. For a medallion, move 
clockwise from one intersection to 
the next, weaving the tube alter- 
nately over and under other lines 
(see the photos on p. 26 and op- 
posite) untilyou come to the end of 
your design, or where you began. 
If you lose track, go back to the 
previous intersection and check to 
see whether the tube crosses over 
or under the intersecting line. If 
you find the last pass an overpass, 
the next one will be an underpass. 
Borders are trickier to arrange 
than medallions, particularly if 
youre working with several strands. 
I recommend braiding the strands 


an inch or two ahead as you glue, 
as shown in the lower photo be- 
low, studying the diagram and fol- 
lowing the plait pattern. 

When you near the end of a tube, 
remember that the join must oc- 
cur on the underpass half of an in- 
tersection rather than the overpass 


half to preserve the seamless qual- 





A plastic or metal bias-bar insert 
makes it simple to press a perfect 
bias tube, stretch it to a uniform 
width, and keep the seam centered. 





stabilized base fabric, and you can 


braid bias tubes 1 to 2 in. at a time, 
then use a glue stick to anchor each 
tube until you’re ready to stitch. 
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Where to Find 
Celtic Designs 


To learn more about tra- 
ditional Celtic patterns 
or to get help in drafting 
an original design, thumb 
through one of these 
books for inspiration: 


Celtic Art: The Meth- 
ods of Construction by 
George Bain. New York: 
Dover, 1973. 


Celtic Knotwork by lain 
Bain. New York: Sterling, 
1992, 


Celtic Quilt Designs by 
Philomena Wiechec. 
Saratoga, NY: Celtic De- 
sign, 1980. 


Knotwork: The Secret 
Method of the Scribes 
by Aidan Meehan. New 
York: Thames and Hud- 
son, 1991. 
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ity of Celtic design. Butt and glue 
the cut ends, then mark the over- 
pass tube to indicate where the 
pieces join. For stability, these 
points will be sewn differently than 
nonjoining intersections, as ex- 
plained below. 


Stitching the appliqué 

by machine 

You can use regular cotton thread 
for the garment construction, but a 
lightweight 60/2 machine-embroi- 
dery thread, both in the bobbin 
and on top, will be less visible on 
the appliqué. If you can’t find a 
good color match, use a fine, in- 
visible nylon as the top thread and 
fine cotton in the bobbin. Light- 
weight silk thread (available from 
Things Japanese Silk Notions, 9805 
N.E. 116th St., Suite 7160, Kirk- 
land, WA 98034; 206-821-2287) is 
another good option. 

Before sewing on an actual gar- 
ment, experiment on a sample ap- 
pliqué swatch to preview threads, 
fine-tune your machine, and prac- 
tice the appliqué techniques. Start 
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with the blind-hem stitch at a width 
and length of Imm. You want the 
sideways stitch to take the tiniest 
bite possible while still catching the 
fabric. Adjust the needle position to 
the right and use an open embroi- 
dery foot so that you can see clear- 
ly; sew just along the appliqué edge, 
as shown in the lower photo, above. 
Use the half-speed setting (or sew 
slowly) and position the appliqué at 
the left side of the right presser- 
foot toe, which will serve as a guide. 


Sew plain and joined intersec- 
tions—To start sewing, drop the 
feed dogs and sink the needle so 
that it barely catches the appliqué 
at the bottom edge of an intersec- 
tion for a medallion, or at the be- 
ginning of a strip for a border. 
Stitch up and down two to three 
times to secure, forming a knot on 
the back. Raise the feed dogs and 
sew to the next intersection, staying 
close to the appliqué and making 
sure that the sideways stitch catch- 
es the edge. The stitches will be al- 
most invisible. 


Braided appliqué works best with 
the needle in a right-hand position 
and an open-toe embroidery foot, 
which makes the needle easy to see 
as it takes tiny bites of the bias tube 
(left). Later, after washing, you'll 
pin the work to shape and allow it 
to dry (above). 


As you reach an intersection, 
drop the feed dogs, stitch up and 
down to secure the corner, then 
raise the presser foot and needle, 
and gently push the work forward 
until the unbroken thread crosses 
the intersection (don’t worry, you'll 
trim the threads later). Lower the 
foot and secure the intersection’s 
next corner, as shown on the facing 
page, then raise the feed dogs and 
continue stitching along the edge of 
the bias. Lower the feed dogs at all 
intersections except those that con- 
tain a join in the bias, and push 
the work across the intersection to 
begin sewing again. At intersec- 
tions with a bias join on the un- 
derlap, keep the feed dogs raised, 
and continue sewing through the 
intersection, as shown. 

After you complete an entire edge 
of the appliqué strip, turn and sew 
the other edge. Repeat with each 
strand of the design until the entire 
design is secured. 


Finishing details 

Before assembling the garment, 
rinse and block the appliqué, trim 
threads, and underline the fabric. 
Rinse the stabilized areas under 
warm, running water. Remove the 


illustrations by Christine Ericson 


stabilizer completely (any residue 
can leave a starchy feeling), then 
spin the pieces in the washing ma- 
chine to remove excess moisture 
before blocking. 

If you have a large pressing 
board, use it to blockthe appliqué 
pieces. Or create a makeshift sur- 
face by covering foamcore (avail- 
able at art-supply stores) with a 
clean towel. Lay each appliqué 
piece right-side up and smooth it 
into shape. From the center out, 
pin the appliquéd piece to the 
board (see the top photo, facing 
page), checking the dimensions 
against the pattern pieces, and let 


the pieces dry for at least 24 hours. 
When the pieces are dry, remove 
the pins and press gently from the 
right side using a dry iron and a 
lightweight press cloth. 

Next, on the right side, clip each 
thread that passes over an inter- 
section and trim close to the fabric. 
Curved embroidery scissors help 
cut the ends close to the base fab- 
ric. Work carefully—the thickness 
of the appliqué makes the fabric 
easy to nick. 

Finally, underline the appliquéd 
garment pieces with a lightweight 
fusible tricot such as Sofknit, an 
all-bias interfacing that fuses at a 


low temperature. This underlining 
protects the appliqué and helps 
maintain its shape, and gives ad- 
ditional weight and drape to the 
finished garment. 

After you fuse the underlining, 
the garment pieces are ready to 
sew. Be sure to rethread your ma- 
chine with regular cotton thread 
for garment construction. Sew the 
pattern according to the directions, 
taking care that the borders match 
at seams. Then, most of all, enjoy 
wearing your masterpiece. + 


Jane Conlon sews prolifically in Eu- 
gene, OR. 


ANCHOR BRAIDED APPLIQUÉ BY MACHINE 


When sewing braided appliqué by machine, you'll stitch regular intersections 
(without any joins) a little differently from those with lower-layer joins. 


Stitching Tubes, 
Jumping Intersections 


To stitch tubes in a braided design and 


sew a regular intersection: 


1. Blind-hem-stitch along appliqué 
edge, taking a tiny bite. 


2. At corner of intersection, 
drop feed dogs and sew several 
stitches. 


3. Lifting foot and needle, carry 
thread over intersection (you'll 
trim later ). 


4, Anchor corner on other side. 


5. Raise feed dogs and blind-hem- 
stitch to next intersection. 


Stitching Joined 
Intersections 


Where abutting bias tubes are glued, 


stitching across intersection on top 
layer adds stability. 


Chalk marks 
indicate a 
joined tube. 


Joined 
tube 


(on lower } Y 


layer) 


1. Stitch underpass tube like any 
other intersection, jumping it. 


2. Sew overpass tube with blind- 
hem stitch through intersection, 
without dropping feed dogs. 


Trimming Extra Threads 
on the Right Side 


Lines of stitching become invisible 
when you trim excess threads. 


- Clip where threads cross 
intersection. 


. Cut loose threads as close to 
fabric as possible, without nick- 
ing fabric. 








Braided appliqué 
makes a decorative 
border on the front 
edges and cuffs of the 
jacket on p. 27 but 
could easily trim a hem, 
hat, belt, or even items 
for the home. 
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omewhere in the back of 

the closet most of us have 

at least one old wool 

sweater—once treasured, 

no longer worn, but too 

wonderful to give up. Per- 
haps the elbows are frayed, it no 
longer fits, the style is now all 
wrong, or maybe the moths have 
enjoyed it for lunch. Why not con- 
sider breathing new life into that 
old favorite by turning it into a 
piece of matted and shrunk felted 
wool, then cutting it up, and piec- 
ing it with other felted sweaters to 
create a whole new felted-wool 
patchwork garment? 


Which wools felt? 


Any knitted or woven wool can be 
felted as long as it has not been 
pretreated to resist shrinkage. As in 
the industrial felting process, four 
ingredients are needed to turn 
woolens into felt: agitation, heat, 
moisture, and a spot of detergent 
applied in the “hot” cycle of your 
washing machine. 

Sweaters made from any combi- 
nation of untreated pure-wool 
fibers yield good results. As well, 
wool blends are worth a try as long 
as they have no more than 20 per- 





cent synthetic fiber in the blend. 
Don’t bother with sweaters that 
A st | | sh vest from old sweate rs smell of mothballs, unless you love 

y the smell, because no amount of 

washing will get the odor out. 

by Therese M. Inverso Consider felting a variety of knit- 
ted textures, such as Aran and moss 
stitch, as well as both stranded Fair 
Isle and intarsia colorwork. And 
expect different results from yarns 
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Photo on facing page by Rick Guidotti; all other photos by Boyd Hagen, except where noted 


made of different 
fibers. For example, 
alpaca felts to a silky 
finish, while felted 
lambswool angora 
produces a wonder- 
ful soft, thin felt. The 
outcome of felting 
any sweater is hard 
to predict, but that’s 
half the fun—discov- 
ering how an old 
sweater looks when 
it becomes a new 
piece of felted wool. 


Prepare the sweaters 

for felting 

On multicolored sweaters with 
strands of yarn carried for more 
than % in. on the wrong side, begin 
by clipping the strands (uncut 
strands cause the felt to pucker). If 
the sweater has small moth holes 
and you want solid pieces of felt, 
mend the holes before felting be- 
cause they won’t magically close 
in the process. To mend a hole in- 
visibly, darn on the wrong side 
with matching yarn unraveled from 
the same sweater. Also consider 
adding color by patching holes on 
the right side with contrasting col- 
ors—you can even add color this 
way if you aren't mending holes. 
Be sure to use wool and add the 
colors before felting. 


Want I-cord edging to match?— 
The felted I-cord used for the edge 
finish on the vest on the facing 
page (and shown in detail at right) 


was made 

with yarn from one 
of the original sweaters 
(see Threads No. 59, pp. 44-47 for 
complete instructions on making 
I-cord). You'll need double the 
length of the felted cord required 
because it will shrink by almost 
half during felting. 

Raveled ribbings are a good 
source for a continuous strand of 
yarn for I-cord. The yarn from two 
hem-band ribbings yields a strand 
long enough to make felted cord 
for one average-size adult vest. 
With sweaters made from cut and 
serged pieces, you can tie together 
short strands unraveled from one 
of the sweater pieces. In the latter 
case, tie small, tight knots and knit 
them to the inside of the I-cord. If 
they start to slip to the outside, you 
can snip the knots off once the 
I-cord starts to felt in the washing 
process. Do not be alarmed if kinks 
in the unraveled yarn make the 
I-cord seem lumpy-—it will felt 
smoothly. If you prefer to buy wool 
to make I-cord, fingering or sport- 
weight Shetland wool yields the 
best cording for felting (see “Re- 
sources’ on p. 36). 


{>> 


Felt in a hot-wash cycle 

Pull the sleeves inside the sweater 
bodies so that they won’t get tugged 
and stretched in the washing ma- 
chine. Process the sweaters in 
batches, with dark and light col- 
ors separated, in a hot-wash cycle, 
adding the same amount of deter- 
gent you would use in a regular 
wash load but no bleach (detergent 











Fully felted wool has 
no discernible right or 
wrong side (top) and 
shrinks to one-quarter 
its original size. Partially 
felted wool shrinks to 
about three-quarters its 
original size after two 
washings (bottom). 


Making a felted patch- 
work vest is easy and 
fun. | edged my vest 
(shown on the facing 
page and below) with 
felted l-cord from rav- 
eled ribbing. 
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Keeping 
You and 
Your 
Equipment 
Healthy 


To protect your wash- 
er during the felting 
process, clean the lint 
trap after each load 
(and at mid-cycle 

if possible). Clean the 
dryer lint trap every 
10 minutes. 

Cutting and sewing 
felted wool produces 
felt dust, so wear a sur- 
gical mask (and follow 
manufacturer’s precau- 
tions). Also, vacuum 
your work area and 
clean your machine, es- 
pecially the bobbin 
area, frequently. 

Felted wool dulls 
scissors and rotary cut- 
ters. | use my best 
Gingher shears, keep- 
ing the blades sharp- 
ened and oiling the piv- 


ot screw often. —T/ 
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softens the wool fibers, helping the 
felting process). 

At the end of a complete cycle, 
remove the sweaters and shake 
them out—you'll be amazed at the 
amount of lint this process pro- 
duces. Turn the sweaters inside 
out, again tucking the sleeves in- 
side, and put them through an- 
other hot cycle. The felting process 
works best if you don’t dry the wool 
between washings. If you're felting 
l-cord, process it right along with 
the sweaters by putting the strands 
in lingerie bags (or nylon stock- 
ings). To ensure even felting, re- 
move each strand between wash- 
ing cycles, stretch it, and return it to 
the bag. Repeat turning and wash- 
ing the sweaters until the wool 
has felted to your satisfaction (I- 
cord will need additional wash- 
ings), shake the sweaters out again, 
and put them into a clothes dryer 
on the hottest setting. Stop the dry- 
er every 10 minutes to clean the 
lint trap. 


To finish the felt for sewing— 
Wool is completely felted (see the 
top photo on p. 33) when you are 
unable to distinguish the fabric’s 
right from wrong side, and the fab- 
ric has no grain (except for rib- 
bing, which retains its vertical 
“grain” even after felting). This de- 
gree of felting can’t be achieved 
with every sweater because of dif- 
fering fiber contents, but you can 
still get pleasing results. 

To prepare the felted wool for 
sewing, first cut away seams and 
ribbings. Press with a steam iron 
on a hot wool setting with lots of 
steam. It’s best to use a press cloth 
because touching the wool directly 
with the hot iron scorches the 
fibers on the felt’s surface, causing 
the felt to become brittle. A tailor’s 
clapper can be used with the press- 
ing cloth and steam to flatten the 
felt completely. 


Felted-wool patchwork 

is easy to sew 

Because the edges of felted and par- 
tially felted wool don’t ravel, no 
edge finish is necessary on these 
fabrics. You'll need to decide on 
your design before cutting the felt- 
ed wool (see “Planning a patch- 
work garment” below), but once 
that’s decided, making the patch- 
work fabric is simple: To join two 
patches, butt the edges firmly to- 
gether, and sew using a size 90(14) 





Butt pieces firmly together to join 


with zigzag or decorative stitches. 
A felt scrap placed under the back 
of the presser foot holds it level at 
the beginning of each seam. 


or 100(16) needle in your machine. 
An ordinary presser foot is suit- 
able for sewing felt patchwork, but 
an open-toe appliqué or embroi- 
dery foot is even better because 
youcan see exactly what you're do- 
ing. With especially thick pieces, 
lower the feed dogs before posi- 
tioning the pieces under the sewing 
foot, then remember to raise them 
before sewing. 

After sewing two pieces of felt to- 
gether, hold your work up to a light 
and examine it critically. If you can 
see light through the seam, the 
pieces were not butted together 


firmly enough. In this case, clip 
the seam out completely (don’t 
even attempt to rip!) and sew again. 


Joining the patches—You can sew 
the felt together with a variety of 
decorative or utility stitches, and 
a good polyester or cotton thread, 
or invisible nylon thread (see “Re- 
sources” on p. 36). The vest on 
p. 32 was assembled using a short, 
wide scallop satin stitch, with Met- 
rosenie cotton thread. Decorative 
machine-embroidery stitches made 
with appropriate threads (such as 
silk, rayon, and cotton) can also 
be used. Experiment with your ma- 
chine to see what you like and what 
works. I prefer to use the woolly 
nylon thread commonly used in 
sergers in the bobbin for most of 
my sewing, loosening the bobbin 
tension before stitching. 

When youre starting to sew two 
pieces of felt together, the sewing 
foot will not be level with the feed 
dogs because of the thickness of 
the felt. Compensate for this by 
supporting the back of the sewing 
foot with a piece of scrap felt as 
shown at left (do not sew the scrap 
piece). As with regular piecework, 
try to sew continuously from one 
seam to another. Periodically stop 
sewing (after joining five to 10 
pieces) and press your patchwork 
as described above. 


Planning a patchwork gar- 
ment—Most patterns designed for 
thick or quilted fabric can be adapt- 
ed for felted patchwork. Because 
allseams are butted together, adapt 
patterns by eliminating all seam 
allowances. You can sometimes 
eliminate seams altogether: For ex- 
ample, a vest can be made in one 
piece, with only shoulder seams. 
(See also “Make a Muslin First” on 
p. 36). 

For a crazy-quilt patchwork de- 


sign, construct a piece of patch- 
> 


Photo at left by Toni Toomey 





Design 
Scrapbook 


Many traditional quilt designs 


are well-suited to felted-wool 
patchwork and can also serve 
as the starting point for original 
designs. You can “piece” the 
patchwork with cotton embroi- 
dery thread, rayon decorative 
thread, or monofilament nylon, 
which stitches invisibly. Use 

a zigzag stitch with the nylon 
thread, or a decorative 

stitch with contrasting or 
matching threads. 

1. Traditional Log Cabin pat- 
tern sewn with monofilament 
nylon and zigzag stitch. 

2. Modified Log Cabin square. 
3. Countless designs can be 
invented by slashing completed 
patchwork and resewing. This 

abstract pattern began as a 
Log Cabin square (top), then 
was cut in two and resewn 
(center), then cut again and re- 
sewn again to create a new 
pattern (bottom). 

4. Spiral patchwork is easy 
to make (see Threads No. 51, 
pp. 72-75), uses all your scraps, 
and gives a dramatic effect. 

5. Crazy quilt squares 
use every size and shape of 
felted scraps. 

6. “Leaded stain-glass” patch- 
work is made by appliquéing 
felted, pressed I-cord over the 
seams, using narrow blind stitch 
with monofilament nylon. 
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Resources work fabric until it’s big enough to 


Woolly nylon and cut out one pattern piece. Contin- 


monofilament nylon 
thread are availabie in 
most fabric stores or by 
mail from YLI Corp., 
PO Box 109, Provo, UT 
84603-0109; (800) 
854-1932. 


ue making fabric until each pat- 
tern piece has been cut out. 

If you're planning to make a gar- 
ment with blocks of patchwork, 
plan the block size according to 
the maximum length and width of 
the garment to avoid half-blocks at 
the edges. Before cutting the felt, 
consider the maximum size of felt 


I-cord knitters: see 
Threads No. 59, p. 76, 
for ordering information 
and a review of available 
Kter. pieces youll need and cut the 
largest pieces first (you'll find oth- 
Shetland and spun Ice- 
landic yarns: available 
from Schoolhouse Press, 
6899 Cary Bluff, 
Pittsville, WI 54466; 
(715) 884-2799 ($3 for 
yarn sample card). 


er ideas for using felted patchwork 
in Quick to Make on p. 76). 


Finishing touches 
You can finish patchwork articles 




















several ways. For a garment sewn 
with invisible thread, short running 
or zigzag stitches sewn with invisi- 
ble nylon thread around the gar- 
ment edges would be suitable. Or 
you could hand-sew the edges with 
wool yarn and a whipstitch or blan- 
ket stitch. Or add felted I-cord 
around the edge, using the same 
thread and stitch used for the patch- 
work, as I did on my vest. (For a 
vest finished with I-cord, you 
can counter any slight gap- 
ing of the front edges 
above the bust by 
easing the vest’s 
edges to the 
I-cord at 
this 





Make a “Muslin” First 


Most felted-wool patchwork fabric is pretty thick and hasn’t much 
drape. For this reason, once you've decided on a pattern for a patch- 
work garment, it’s a good idea to try it out first in “muslin” that simu- 
lates the weight and thickness of the patchwork. To help Therese ar- 
rive at a modified pattern, | used a thrift-shop winter coat to cut out 
view A of Lois Ericson’s “Vests Three” pattern (PO Box 5222, Salem, 
OR 97304, $12 postpaid). 

| wasn’t sure how much altering would be needed, so I didn’t trim 





the side seams at first, as directed in “Planning a patchwork garment” 
on p. 34, but instead overlapped and pinned them. I discovered that al- 
though this pattern looks great in woven fabric, the effect in stiff felted 
wool reminded me of a lumberjack! 

To get nearer the stylish, casual look | had in mind, | assessed the 
mustlin’s fit and drape on my dress form, then removed it, and cau- 
tiously cut away excess fabric at the side seams to shape the vest clos- 
er to the body. With the muslin back on the dress form, | decided it 
needed more shaping at the side seams as well as a dipping curve at 
the lower-back edge. I repeated the process of assessing the muslin on 
the form, taking it apart, and trimming fabric here and there until | was 
satisfied. Finally, | cut away the seam allowances, creating front and 
back pattern templates for Therese to use to “build” her pattern. 


-hris Timmons 





point.) Several layers of felted I-cord 
can be added if desired. Be sure to 
practice whatever edging you 
choose on scrap felt first. Finally, 
press the edging when the garment 
is complete. 


Buttonholes—If buttonholes are re- 
quired, the felt can be slashed and 
sewn with a buttonhole stitch. A 
gap purposely placed in an I-cord 
edge (or between I-cord layers) 
makes a good buttonhole, or 

a loop can be made with the 
I-cord to serve as a but- 
tonhole. Flattened, felt- 
ed I-cord can be 
used for ties. (See 


Threads No. 22, pp. 54-59 for more 
closure ideas.) 

Once you've turned old woolens 
into a new felted-wool patchwork 
garment, you'll probably go comb- 
ing your closets for some old wool 
skirts and jackets to transform in- 
to new treasures. + 





Therese M. Inverso sews and sells recy- 
cled-wool treasures in Camden, NJ, and 
is grateful to Meg Swansen for her many 
ideas on L-cord edging and buttonholes. 
Chris Timmons is editor of Threads. 


Felted patchwork can be 





randomly pieced, as in my vest at 
left, or pieced to mimic a specific 
quilting or other pattern (see 
“Design Scrapbook” on p. 35). 


magine that you can just drag 
the armhole seam to a new po- 
sition,” I said to a student 
struggling to grasp the princi- 
ples of pattern alteration. Sud- 
denly an idea popped into my 
own head: Why not adjust the 
shape of any pattern area by mov- 
ing only the seam allowances? After 


Rethinking 
Pattern 


cs 


Seam Method 


extensive experiment and com- 
parison with the results of the two 
most typical pattern-alteration 
methods—called slash-and-spread 
and pivot-and-slide—I arrived at 
two startling conclusions: Not on- 
ly did my experiments prove that 
adjusting just the seamline works 
well, but also that, contrary to 


Slash-and-Spread Method 


Alteration 


Movable seam allowances 
are the secret of this 
new method 


by Della Steineckert 


a? 


Pivot-and-Slide Method 


myth, altered pattern shapes are 
identical, regardless of the method 
used to alter them! 

So if all methods give the same re- 
sults, which one’s easiest to use? 
And why learn anew method if it’s 
no more precise than the old tried- 
and-true ones? While I'd never sug- 
gest that the method we now call 
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Recipes for 
Change 


Two books that feature 
the seam method of 
pattern alteration are 
currently available: 


Fitting & Pattern Alter- 
ation: A Multi-Method 
Approach 

Elizabeth G. Liechty, Della 
N. Pottberg (Steineckert), 
and Judith A. Rasband. 
New York: Fairchild Pub- 
lications, 1992. Covers a 
wide range of figure vari- 
ations and describes oth- 
er pattern alteration 
methods. 


Fabulous Fit 

Judith A. Rasband. New 
York: Fairchild Publica- 
tions, 1994. Fewer figure 
variations covered, using 
only the seam method; 
includes style and figure- 
flattering suggestions. 
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the seam method is the best one to 
use all the time, the many advan- 
tages it offers build a compelling 
case for often making it your first 
choice. Besides being simple and 
reliable, the seam method leaves 
patterns totally free from distor- 
tion—no interior cuts, patching, or 
pencil scratchings—and in minimal 
need of subsequent truing. Because 
its also the least familiar method 
(except perhaps to readers of the 
Fitting column in Threads, where 
it's been featured in many of the 
illustrations for the past two years), 
ll outline it here and provide a 
few guidelines for when you might 
choose one method over another. 


Pattern-alteration basics 
Before looking at the seam method, 
let’s review the steps basic to alter- 
ing any pattern, regardless of the 
method you choose. 


Work on a pinnable surface— 
No matter how you're doing it, al- 
teration is most efficient when 
you've got your work surface cov- 
ered with something you can pin 
into to hold the pattern pieces as 
you adjust them (a sheet of corru- 
gated cardboard works well). Slip a 
layer of plain tissue (or some other 
paper larger than your pattern 
piece) between the carefully dry- 
pressed original pattern and the 
pinnable surface so that you can 
fasten your completed alterations 
onto it as you go. An ordinary glue 
stick is an ideal adhesive for pat- 
terns because it doesn’t distort the 
paper when wet or dry, or crinkle 
when ironed over. 

To convert multisize patterns to 
single size, trim on the cutting line 
for the size you want and draw in 
the seamline. I suggest drawing 
your alteration lines in red so that 
they’re easy to distinguish from the 
printed lines. If the pattern is one 
you want to use more than once, or 


youd like to pin-fit the pattern in- 
stead of testing it in muslin, con- 
sider reinforcing the back with a 
layer of thin fusible interfacing. 
Placing a strip of aluminum foil 
underneath the interfacing as you 
fuse will speed the fusing and im- 
prove the bond. 


Alter length before width and 
make full adjustments before 
partial—It’s hard to be sure about 
the circumference of a pattern 
when its horizontal landmarks— 
waist, bustline, and hipline—aren’t 
positioned correctly on the body. 


Altered pattern 
shapes are 
identical, 
regardless of 
the method used 
to alter them 


Thus, if necessary, correct the pat- 
tern’s lengths first, then check the 
pattern on your figure. It’s usually 
easier to make any even-width 
changes (either horizontally or ver- 
tically) before those that taper from 
a given amount on one seamline 
to nothing (or a different amount) 
on another. As you consider each 
alteration, analyze how it will in- 
teract with the other changes that 
are needed. 


True altered lines and check 
corresponding pieces—After con- 
firming that each altered pattern 
piece still lies perfectly flat after all 
your changes are made, examine 
the new seamlines you've created. 
Use rulers and curves to smooth 
and refine any lines you've drawn 


or altered. All hemlines, center- 
front or -back neckline, and waist- 
line seams must form right angles 
with the seams they cross, unless 
the original pattern was designed 
otherwise. If you moved or changed 
a dart in any way, fold the new dart 
the same way it will fold in the fin- 
ished, pressed garment before draw- 
ing the final seamline that crosses it, 
or when trimming the pattern to 
form the cutting line. This ensures 
that the dart base will be correctly 
shaped. Pin-prick through the mul- 
tiple layers of the folded-paper dart 
to transfer the seamline to the hid- 
den layers of the dart base when 
youre drawing the seamline. If any 
pattern markings were moved or 
eliminated, restore them. Finally, 
check to see that joining seams on 
adjacent pieces are the same length 
and will fit together smoothly. 


The seam method 

in a nutshell 

At the heart of the seam method is 
a single idea: Because the seamline 
positions (including dart legs) are 
all you have to move to alter a pat- 
tern accurately, why cut into the 
pattern any more than necessary? 
Cutting away just the allowances of 
the seams you need to move en- 
ables you to redraw the seam to re- 
flect the correct measurements, 
then reattach the allowances along 
the new line to restore the cutting 
edge. You then make tiny clips 
across, but not through, the cut- 
away seam allowances (just like 
you would clip cloth seam al- 
lowances up to a line of stay stitch- 
ing) so that you can pivot and re- 
shape them to follow accurately 
the changed seamlines. If you need 
longer allowances, just draw them 
in, either at the end or across 
clipped, spread allowances. The il- 
lustrations on the facing page go 
through the process step by step 
with a simple pattern, so you can 


SEAM METHOD AT WORK 


The bodice back in these illustrations is being altered to reflect a narrower and longer 


waist, and a square shoulder. 
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Step 1. Prepare the Pattern 

A. On seams needing partial adjustment, mark pivot points at cor- 
ners, ends, and crossing seams or dart legs. Trim away seam 
allowance from area of greatest change toward pivot point 
where pattern returns to standard (here, at neckline). Cut 
barely inside garment area but adjacent to stitching line. When 
both ends of a seam need changing (here, at waist), trim off 
seam allowance completely. 

B. Cut across dart ends if dart point doesn’t need to be shifted (as 
at waist ). Cut around darts when point needs to stay the same 
distance from seam you're shifting (as at shoulder ). 

C. Clip across seam allowances at pivot points, stopping short of 
seamline, creating a paper hinge. 

D. Attach cut edge of garment area to alteration paper. 


Step 2. Draw the New Stitching Lines 

A. To enlarge an area, draw beyond cut edge of pattern garment 
area (here, at waist and shoulder), as needed. 

B. To reduce an area, draw within pattern garment area (here, at 
side seam), as needed. 


Step 3. Reposition the Seam Allowance 

A. Replace each cut seam-allowance segment along new seamline 
marking, matching its seamline edge along drawn line. 

B. Glue or tape seam allowances to alteration paper, then trim 
along cutting edge. 

C. Draw in extra seam-allowance markings if you need to extend 
an existing allowance. 


Altering darts 


j To increase or decrease dart’s width, 
a cut across seam allowance and almost 
Zip through to the point of dart, creating 
— a hinge at the point. New dart width 

i | will be established by positioning 
| adjacent seams correctly. 


see the seam method in action. In 
“Recipes for Change” on the oppo- 
site page, you'll find two books de- 
scribing the seam method in de- 
tail, with examples covering every 
major fitting variation. 


Which method to 

use when? 

Most people I’ve shown the seam 
method to have made it their pre- 
ferred method for altering patterns, 
but there are situations in which 
other approaches are more logical. 
The slash-and-spread method 
(shown in the top right drawing 
on p. 37), for instance, is the easi- 
est one to use when you need sim- 
ply to lengthen or shorten a pat- 
tern piece an even amount—just 
cut across the piece and spread or 
overlap the required amount. Like- 
wise, slashing and spreading (or 
overlapping) is the most straight- 
forward option for even increases 
or decreases in width. 

Because the other traditional 
method of pivoting and sliding 
(bottom right drawing on p. 37) is 
done by tracing new outlines from 
a repositioned duplicate pattern, 
it enables you to record different 
variations on a single pattern. 
Therefore, it’s the most useful al- 
ternative for asymmetric figures. 

Clearly, whatever method youre 
used to will still seem the easiest at 
first, but give the seam method a 
try. It’s certainly changed the way 
I approach pattern alteration. @ 


Della Steineckert is associate professor 
of clothing and textiles at Brigham 
Young University in Provo, UT. She con- 
tributes frequently to the Fitting col- 
umn in Threads. 
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Setting in 


























by Margaret Komives 


o you find that you avoid 
making garments with 
set-in sleeves? This is a 
common phobia, with an 
easy cure. Once you learn 
to control the amount 
and position of the ease built into 
the sleeve pattern, how to press the 
completed sleeve/garment seam for 
the look you want, and then how to 
support the seam with a sleeve 
head and a customized shoulder 
pad, you'll never hesitate again. 
Let’s get started. 


Pain-free easing 

To achieve the smooth shape at the 
top of a well-set sleeve, like the one 
shown at left, jacket sleeves are typ- 
ically cut so that the cap seam is 
about 2 in. longer than the arm- 
holes it will fitinto. This improves 
the look and comfort of the sleeve 
after it’s set in, but dealing with 
that extra length during construc- 
tion is often a problem for the in- 
experienced jacket maker. The tra- 





ditional method is to gather up the 


Setting in a sleeve with a smooth portion of the cap that needs easing 


cap—the hallmark of expert tailor- (the top of the cap from notch to 
ing—isn’t the terrifying task you notch), steam away the gathers by 
imagine. The sleeves in this linen pressing just the seam allowance of 


jacket slipped in with nary a baste. the cap, then baste the sleeve into 
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the armhole. It often seems there’s 
just too much extra to ease away 
reasonably; many people attempt to 
fix this by altering the sleeve pat- 
tern to reduce the excess. But 
there’s a simpler way to handle eas- 
ing a sleeve cap. 


Mark the seamlines carefully—If 
your sleeve pattern measures about 
2 in. more than the armhole, you 
should have no trouble easing the 
excess away, unless you're work- 
ing with a hard-to-ease fabric like 
Ultrasuede, which I'll talk about 
later. But even a little inaccuracy 
when cutting out or stitching a 
sleeve can increase the difference in 
the lengths of the seams you're 
joining. Many sewers cut %-in. 
seams just outside the marked cut- 
ting line, instead of right on the 
line, and/or stitch their seam a lit- 
tle closer to the edge than exactly 
% in. Either way, they’re actually 
making the sleeve seam longer and 
the armhole seam smaller. You can 
avoid this problem by carefully 
transferring the seam-allowance 
marks from pattern to fabric. 


Ease-stitch just outside the seam- 
line—A single line of machine-made 


a Jacket 


Adjust ease, insert sleeve heads, 


Haley Resources; other photos by Soa 


Sleeve 


and shape shoulder pads like a pro 


ease stitching can handle the easing 
and serve as a stitching guide for 
the final insertion. Do a test run 
on a scrap to determine the shortest 
stitch length that will still allow you 
to draw up the bulk easily. Loosen 
the upper tension a bit so that the 
bobbin thread will pull but still 
hold when it’s where you want it. 
On the sleeve, make sure the ease 
stitching is a perfect, smooth curve 
extending an inch or two beyond 
the notches on either side so that 
its a useful stitching guide. But 
don’t draw up the excess yet. 


Basteless insertions 

Pin-basting the sleeve into the arm- 
hole is a quick and accurate alter- 
native to hand-basting. Pin on the 
sleeve side so that you can see your 
stitching guide. Pin right on top of 
the stitching guide, parallel to the 
seamline, so you can try the jacket 
on when youre through. Working 
with the garment inside out and 
the sleeve inside the garment so 
that right sides are together (see 
the photos at right), pinonceat the 
underarm mark or seam, checking 
to make sure you have the correct 
sleeve in that armhole. Then place 
the next pin at the shoulder seam- 


line, and smooth the area between 
the underarm and notches, plac- 
ing a pin at each notch. 

Now draw up the ease thread so 
that the sleeve cap and the jacket 
correspond between the notches 
and the shoulder, distributing the 
resulting ease between the pins. 
Contrary to an existing theory that 
suggests having no ease at the very 
top, I get good results with a little 
ease at the top, a little more about 
1% in. down, and less about 3 in. 
down. Place another pin or two to 
hold the ease, and complete both 
sleeves in the same manner. 

The garment can now be put on 
the dress form or wearer or sim- 
ply held over the hand to see how 
each sleeve hangs. If you like the 
way the ease looks, the sleeves are 
ready for stitching. 

If there’s too much ease, or your 
fabric is hard to ease, there are a 
few ways to redistribute the ex- 
cess. First, let some of the ease ex- 
tend below the notches; it’s not 
important that the notches line up 
exactly from sleeve to garment. 
You can even put some in the un- 
derarm area where no one will see 
it. Next, let the edge of the sleeve 
seam allowance at the underarm 








To get right sides to- 
gether, put the sleeve 
inside the wrong-side- 
out jacket. After pin- 
ning at top, bottom, and 
each notch, gather up 
the ease stitching until 
the sleeve fits the arm- 
hole opening. Usually, 
the cap itself will curl 
smoothly into the arm- 
hole without gathers. 


IF THERE’S 
TOO MUCH EASE 


If you wind up with ease 
in the sleeve that you 
cant gather away, let the 
sleeve seam allowance 
shift down, up to % in., 
atthe underarm. As long 
as the jacket seamline re- I 
mains % in. from the i | 
armhole edge, the \ 
armhole itself will be 
unchanged. 


Stitching line % in. 
from armhole edge — 





Armhole seam allowance 
Sleeve seam allowance 
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Pick Your Shoulder Shape 


Once you’ve sewn 
in the sleeve, 
pressed the result- 
ing seam flat as 
sewn, and attached 
a sleeve head, 
you ve got some op- 
tions for further 
shaping the jacket 
silhouette at the 
top of the shoulder. 
Each of the effects 
shown at right can 
be achieved primari- 
ly by pressing the 
sleeve/armhole 
seam allowances in 
different directions 
in the area near the 
shoulder seam. At 
the underarm and 
in front and back, 
the seam is left flat 
for all styles. —M.K. 


Sleeve Head 
Supports Sleeve 


Stitch sleeve head to 
sleeve/armhole seam 
so it folds toward 
sleeve. 


Sleeve/armhole 
seam 







Garment > 


Sleeve head — 


Sleeve 
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Traditionally, the sleeve/shoulder 
seam in women’s jackets is left 
pressed flat, toward the body, in- 
stead of being pressed open or 
toward the sleeve. This results in a 
defined and rounded sleeve cap. 





To accentuate the sleeve cap, 
press the seam allowances toward 
the sleeve. If you plan this effect, 
allow a little extra ease at the top 
center of the sleeve cap. 





For the flat, smooth shoulder in 


traditional menswear, allow less 
ease at center sleeve cap and don’t 
use a sleeve head. Press the seam 
open for a few inches to either side 
of the shoulder seam, clipping or 
stretching the garment seam al- 
lowances so that they flatten near 
the underarm. 


drop slightly below the edge of 
the armhole seam allowance (as 
shown in the drawing on p. 41); 
then raise the stitching line on the 
sleeve in that area so that it doesn’t 
make the armhole bigger. As a last 
resort, you can also take a -in. 
deeper seam from notch to notch, 
which makes the cap smaller and 
the armhole bigger. This is how I 
handle sleeves made from Ultra- 
suede, if I don’t want to alter my 
pattern to reduce cap length. 

When youre finally satisfied, re- 
move each pin as you stitch up to it, 
keep the cut edges of the fabric to- 
gether, stitch just inside the ease 
thread, and you should have a per- 
fectly set-in sleeve. 


Press only after stitching 
Perhaps you’re wondering what 
happened to shrinking out the ease 


be plenty of seam allowance for at- 
taching the shoulder pad. 

How you choose to press the 
seam after the initial melding press 
depends on the precise effect you 
want where the sleeves meet the 
shoulders. In “Pick Your Shoulder 
Shape” at left, you'll see three com- 
mon treatments and how to press 
the seam to achieve each one. 


Preserve shoulder shaping 
with sleeve heads 

For the classic set-in sleeve, the 
next step is inserting a sleeve head. 
You can get excellent results by us- 
ing a strip of ordinary polyester 
fleece needlepunch (available in 
most fabric and craft stores) about 
1’Ain. wide and 8 to 10 in. long, de- 
pending on the pattern size. Sleeve 
heads are best cut with the stretch 
going the length of the strip. Posi- 


You don’t need to shrink 


out the ease in this 


simplified method 


for setting in a sleeve 


in my simplified method. I find that 
I never have to do it, for two rea- 
sons: First, if I can see any gathers 
in the sleeve before I stitch it in, I re- 
distribute the ease to smooth the 
gathers away. Second, the ordinary 
step of pressing the just-stitched 
seam flat to meld the stitches will 
often take care of all the ripples or 
slight gathers in the sleeve seam 
allowance, especially after I’ve 
trimmed it. Trim the sleeve allow- 
ance to ¥% in. all the way around, 
but on the bodice, trim only to % in. 
below the notch area, so there will 


tion the sleeve head on the sleeve 
seam allowance so that it’s cen- 
tered in relation to the shoulder 
seam. The raw edge of the sleeve 
seam allowance should stick out a 
tiny distance beyond the edge of 
the fleece (as if you'd graded it), 
with the width of the fleece lying 
over the seam and onto the sleeve, 
as in the drawing at left. 

Pin the sleeve head with the pins 
perpendicular to the seamline, so 
they can be pulled out easily as 
you stitch up to each one, then turn 
to the seam-allowance side, and us- 


ing a long stitch, sew from pin to 
pin just outside the armscye seam. 
This method of applying the sleeve 
head firms and shapes the seam 
and results in a beautiful, profes- 
sional-looking sleeve. 


If you want the best, make 
your own shoulder pads 

The problem with most purchased 
pads is that they're as thick in front 
as they are in back, even though 
few people need equal shaping in 


PERSONALIZED 


The drawings at right show 
how to create patterns for 
shoulder pads using your jack- 
et as a guide. These 
directions are for one pad, 
but because you'll need two 
mirror-image pads, make 
them simultaneously to avoid 
ending up with two left pads. 
Shape the glued layers over 
a dress form, armchair, or 
tailor's ham. Adjust the 

pads thickness by adding 

or removing batting. 


Supplies you'll need include: 

e14 yd. of medium-weight, non- 
woven interfacing or hair canvas, 
depending on what you’ve used 
in the rest of the garment 

¢'’4 yd. Thermolam (or similar) 
fleece 

e Polyester comforter batt 

e Nonstiffening glue, such as 
Artis’ Twice as Tacky Glue or 
Fiebing’s Leathercraft Cement 


these areas. When you build your 
own pads, you can add thickness 
and remove bulk wherever you want 
to accommodate your own shape 
and preferences. I stack rectangles of 
padding in the top center of the pad 
only, which doesn’t add to already 
prominent areas. In “Personalized 
Pads, Step-by-Step” below, you'll find 
directions for making your own 
from easy-to-find materials. 
Position each completed pad so 
that it extends about “in. beyond 


Shoulder pad pattern 





the sleeve/armhole seam and into 
the sleeve. The blunt edge will be 
softened by the sleeve head, which 


lies over it. Hand-stitch the pad 


loosely to the sleeve seam al- 


lowance through all layers and then 


tack the inner edge to the shoulder 


seam allowance. I think you'll love 


the results. 


+ 


Margaret Komives teaches tailoring at 


the Milwaukee Area Technical College 


and at sewing seminars nationally. 


PADS, STEP-BY-STEP 


Neckline 
seam = 


Pattern positioned 


on garment for trimming 


1. Enlarge and trace shoulder- 5. 
pad pattern on tracing pa- 
per, adjusting width for 
long or short shoulders. 


2. Overlap front and back 
jacket pattern pieces on the 
shoulder stitching lines. 


3. Position pattern as shown 
in center drawing, tracing 
over shoulder line, and 
trace garment armhole 
curve. Include seam 
allowance. 


4. Cut one piece of interfacing 
from traced pattern. 


Cut two pieces of Thermo- 
lam, the first following the 
traced pattern but 4 in. 
smaller along the inner 
edge, and the second as 
shown at right. Mark the 
shoulder line on all pieces. 


. Cut three or four progres- 


sively smaller rectangles of 
batting, from about 3 by 

2 in. to 2 by 1 in. Tear off 
the corners and feather 
the edges. 


» Glue the larger Thermolam 


to the interfacing, with 
shoulder lines centered. 


Thermolam 
layers : 


Shoulder ` 


Interfacing 








Batting 


Pad being built 


8. Center two or three grad- 
ed pieces of batting over 
the shoulder line. 


9. Glue around the inner 
edges of the smaller 
Thermolam layer, and 
position it over the pad, 
glue side down, with 
shoulder lines centered. 


10. Shape the wet pad, pin- 
ning it until it’s dry; then 
trim the outer edge if 
uneven. 
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Undulating and piped, 
this decorative hem turns 


to the right side of an edge 


by Adrienne Saint-Pierre 
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few years ago I visited a 
small museum on Cape 
Cod, where a simple, 
beautifully made dress 
from about 1830 caught 
my eye. The gown’s 10- 
in.-deep hem had been turned to 
the outside of the dress and fin- 
ished in a gentle serpentine line 
that was trimmed with narrow pip- 
ing. What struck me about this dec- 
orative hem was that it wasn’t sim- 





ply applied; it was part of the 
dress’s construction. 

This lovely hem is so versatile 
that it can be used to finish and 
trim a wide variety of stylish, con- 
temporary garments—for example, 
a streamlined “little black dress,” a 
striped cotton sundress, a tissue- 


wool tunic, or a fine batiste chris- 
tening gown. And why not adapt it 
for various accessories, such as the 
silk chiffon scarf and linen purse at 
left and right? 


One- and two-layer hems 
You can use this decorative hem on 
a single layer of fabric, in which 
case you'll probably want the fabric 
to be reversible. Or you can work 
with two layers of fabric, as I did 
with the scarf and the purse (whose 
self-lining I folded over to the out- 
side of the bag to make the hem). 
When using two fabrics, neither 
need be reversible. In either case, 
choose fabrics that press well. Fine, 
firmly woven cottons or linens are 
good choices for a first project. If 
you use chiffon or another slippery 
fabric, spray it lightly with starch to 
make it more manageable (wash 
the completed accessory, if desired, 
to get rid of the starch). 

Another requirement is that the 
hem area have straight, not sloping, 
side seams so that you can turn up 
a deep hem that lies smooth and 
flat (a rectangular scarf or shawl 
is a good project with which to 
start). If you choose an accessory 
pattern with angled side seams, as 
the purse originally had (I started 
with handbag pattern #801 from 
Ghee’s, 2620 Centenary Blvd., No. 
3-205, Shreveport, LA 71104; 318- 
226-1701; $6 plus $1.75 S&H), 
youll need to straighten the side 
seams in the hem area before cut- 
ting out the pattern. 


Adapt side seams on single-lay- 
er projects—Because the reverse 
of the hem will show on the right- 
hand side of a single-layer project, 
think about how you'll sew these 
seams beforehand. A flat-felled 
seam might be appropriate for 
some projects (a linen tunic, for 
instance) and would provide a fin- 
ished seam on both sides of the 
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Illustration by Robert La Pointe 


fabric. If a plain seam is more suit- 
able, end your stitching line 2 to 
3 in. before reaching the hem’s 
foldline, and backstitch at the stop- 
ping point. Then clip the seam al- 
lowances up to the reinforcing 
backstitches and turn the remain- 
ing allowances to the outside of 
the garment to finish the seam. 
Press the allowances open before 
turning the hem, which will en- 
close the seam allowances. 


Piping surprises 

The fabric you choose for the bias 
piping can produce various effects. 
Self-fabric piping is subtle—and 
when striped, emphasizes the 
bias—while contrasting piping cre- 
ates a more dramatic look. You can 
also contrast a matte fabric with a 
shiny piping, or plain texture with 
a more complex weave. And don’t 
limit your piping choices to woven 
fabrics: I used a %-in. silver “metal- 
lic” cord as the filler for self-fabric 
piping on the sheer scarf to give it 
a subtle sparkle. (For more on mak- 
ing bias piping, see Threads No. 
56, pp. 40-43.) Or consider using a 
pinked line of ultrasuede, tiny rick- 
rack, or an edge of a narrow an- 
tique trim for piping. The point is 


A SERPENTINE HEM IN SIMPLE STEPS 


1%- to 1%4-in. depth between 
piping’s “hills and valleys.” - 
E 


Fabric, R 
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_Hem’s raw edge 


Should be at least % to 
% in. less than hem depth. 


1. Pin, baste, and stitch piping 
to fabric. 


to play and see what best sets off 
this undulating hem, whatever pro- 
ject you plan it for. 


Getting down to hemming 
The hem itself is easy to sew. As 
you can see in the drawings below, 
the first step is establishing the 
hem’s depth and then pinning 
and machine-stitching the piping 
in place. 

To get delightful results, take time 
to plan the right hem depth and 
the placement and number of the 
hem’s “hills and valleys.” The hem 
depth depends on the scale of the 
project. An infant’s gown or little 
girl’s dress probably requires no 
more than a 4-in-deep hem, while 
an adult’s garment or accessory 
should have at least a 4- to 6-in. 
hem so that it will not appear 
skimpy. Also, always allow an extra 
“4 to ¥ in. for turning the hem un- 
der along the piped edge. 

If your project is small, like my 
scarf and purse, you'll probably 
want to place the hem’s hills and 
valleys symmetrically. On a larger 
garment, divide the total width 
evenly to produce an unbroken un- 
dulating line where the beginning 
and ending edges meet. I’ve tried 


Hem’s cut edge 











Fabric, WS 
(for single-layer project) 


2. Pin folded-up hem and, without 
stretching fabric, mark cutting line 
for hem on piping’s outside edge. 
Then cut on marked line. 


various methods for placing the 
curve but am happiest with the re- 
sults of “eyeballing” the hill-and- 
valley placement, then checking it 
with a grid ruler to be sure they’re 
consistently spaced and equidis- 
tant from the 
folded edge. 

If the curves 
are too steep 
or too close, 
the piping will 
curl and re- 
fuse to lie flat, 
so make sure it 
isn’t cramped. 
Then pin the 
piping in 
place, clip- 
ping or notch- 






ing the seam 
allowances if needed to make 
the allowances lie flat. After stitch- 
ing down the piping, fold up the _You’Il need reversible 
hem, trim andturnundertheraw fabric for one-layer 
edge, and handstitch itin place, as projects but not for 

those with two layers, 
like the chiffon scarf 


and linen purse. The 


explained in the drawing below. 
Then get ready for the attention 
youll inevitably receive when you 
wear your accessory. ¢ = scarf was made by off- 
_ = aa = i setting the two layers by 
Adrienne Saint-Pierre, o f Redding, CT, 
is a costume and textile historian. 


about 6 in. and turning 
up each extra end to 
form the hem. For the 
purse, its self-lining was 
folded to the right side 
to form the “hem.” 





3. Turn under cut edge, and slip- 
stitch hem in place invisibly. 
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Taming the © 
Slippery Beast 


The secret weapon for unruly silks and-rayons: 
ordinary spray starch 


by Toni Toomey 


hose soft, drapey silks and 
rayons that are such a 
dream to wear can be an 
absolute nightmare to sew. 
They squirm, they stretch, 
and they ravel... right 
along with your patience, which 
may end long before your project is 
complete. But for some of these 
fabrics, like the silks in the outfit 
shown on the facing page, there’s 
an easy, inexpensive, and surpris- 
ing solution: pretreating the fabric 
with ordinary spray starch. 
Starch stiffens the fabric just 
enough to make cutting and as- 
sembly a real delight, and it can 
even inspire you to try stitch- 
intensive techniques, such as mul- 
tiple rows of topstitching, on fab- 
rics that are normally challenging 
to stitch even once. When your gar- 
ment is finished, you can simply 
wash or dry-clean away the starch, 
and the fabric regains its original 
silky softness. 
This technique works for all 
washable and many dry-clean- 
only fabrics, but you don’t have 


to guess about results. In “Fabric 
Hand: The %-yd. Test” on p. 48, I'll 
describe how as little as 1% yd. of 
your fashion fabric can reveal how 
your yardage will react to starching 
and laundering—before you make a 
single cut. 


Washables are easy 

Despite my previous struggles with 
similar fabrics, | was determined to 
make a shirt from a wonderful but 
slippery rayon challis. Remember- 
ing the stiffening techniques used 
in machine embroidery and heir- 
loom sewing, I wondered if this dif- 
ficult fabric could likewise be stiff- 
ened to make it more workable. 
Armed with a can of heavy-duty 
spray starch (I used Niagara brand), 
I tested a small piece with encour- 
aging results, so I proceeded to 
starch the rest of the fabric. 


Iron starched fabric while it’s 
damp—Here’s the starching process 
I developed over several attempts: 
First cover the floor with an old 
sheet or newspaper (a starched 


floor is slicker than an ice rink!) 
and protect your ironing board with 
a couple of layers of old sheets or 
muslin, so you don’t get starch on it 
(built-up starch scorches easily). 
Generously spray the fabric with 
starch, covering a section at a time 
until the entire piece is done. Fold 
up the fabric and let the starch soak 
infor 10 to 15 minutes, then unfold 
it and allow it to dry until it no 
longer feels tacky. To avoid stretch- 
ing the wet fabric, support it as it 
dries by placing it through several 
hangers (see the drawing in Basics, 
p. 16). A hair dryer can speed up 
the drying. Using low power, blow- 
dry a section at a time until the fab- 
ric is just damp, then lightly iron it 
along the grainline until dry (velvets 
are the only exception; iron these 
when dry). 

My first starched fabric became 
streaked and splotchy in some 
spots, like the example shown at 
the top of p. 48 (this often hap- 
pens, I’ve since learned), but what 
a difference in handling! The fabric 
didn’t slide or ripple, the pieces 


Sakas; hair and makeup by Rick Teal for Halley Resources; all other photos by Sloan Howard 
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held their shape, and there was al- 
most no raveling. The pieces soft- 
ened a bit as I handled them, but a 
quick steam-pressing restored the 
temporary stiffness. When the shirt 
was finished, hand-washing (pre- 
ceded by a 15-minute soak) com- 
pletely removed the starch and its 
streaking and returned the challis 
to its original drape and beauty. 


Puckers will iron out—Flush with 
this victory, I tackled a sandwashed 
rayon. It took longer for the starch 
to soak into the fabric, but my 
hopes remained intact until I 
washed the starch out: To my hor- 
ror, the seams puckered, and the 
topstitching became a tangle of di- 
agonal lumps. Imagine my relief 
when, after the garment was line- 
dried and pressed, all of the puck- 
ers and lumps disappeared. Sub- 
sequent experiments with other 
washables confirmed these two vic- 
tories, and I’ve concluded that if a 
fabric can be washed, it can be safe- 
ly starched. 


Dry-cleanables work 
sometimes 

My results in the dry-clean-only 
realm were less definitive. Experi- 


menting with various silks and 
rayons labeled “dry-clean only,” I 
applied either spray starch or fab- 
ric stiffener to swatches, then 
washed or dry-cleaned them. 
Here’s how a few fabrics reacted: 
Bemberg Ambiance rayon: Applying 
the starch or stiffener made the 
fabric temporarily splotchy (it 
looks ruined, but it isn’t). Except 
for a slight loss of sheen, washing 
didn’t change the fabric. However, 
dry-cleaning didn’t remove the 
starch or the stiffener, so the drape 
changed. If you use this lining fab- 
ric in a garment that must be dry- 
cleaned, starch it only lightly. 
Rayon velvet: Although considered 
washable, this fabric needs special 
treatment. Spray the starch or stiff- 
ener only on the back of the fabric, 
and let it dry completely before 
pressing. Don’t squeeze or wring 
when washing. Washing doesn’t 
harm the nap, but it does reduce 
the velvet’s body and thickness a 
bit. Dramatically reduced slippage 
makes the trade-off worthwhile. 
Rayon viscose: This fragile fabric 
weakens when wet. Handle it gen- 
tly, and soak it only briefly. On one 
sample, both washing and dry- 
cleaning removed the starch and 





Launder with Courage—and Care 


“Hand-wash” means no machines. Even the “gentle” cycle on your 


washer or just tumbling a fabric dry creates too much agitation for del- 


icate fabrics. 


Use warm water when washing any delicate fabric, and choose your 


detergent carefully. | prefer Z’out or Orvus, which are available in fab- 


ric stores, especially those that cater to quilters (or by mail from Nan- 
cy’s Notions, 800-833-0690). When | can’t get Z’out or Orvus, | buy 
the prewash Easy Wash in a grocery store. 


“Dry-clean-only” silks and rayons usually tolerate gentle hand-washing 


well. Soak your garment in a mild detergent bath for about 15 min- 


utes. Resist the temptation to squeeze, wring, rub, or scrub, which 


may cause fading, streaking, or torn fibers. Rinse in warm water until 


the water stays clear. Gently blot excess water with a clean terrycloth 


towel, then line-dry or lay the garment flat to dry—T. T. 
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Even multiple rows of topstitching are easy to sew on slip- 
pery fabrics, like the author’s silk outfit above, once they’ve 
been temporarily stiffened with spray starch. (Burda 3858 was 
used for the blouse, Burda 3883 for the vest, and Vogue 1510 
for the pants.) 


october/november 1995 47 





48 


the stiffener with no ill effects. On 
another sample, washing was suc- 
cessful, but dry-cleaning did not 
remove the starch or stiffener, leav- 
ing the drape permanently altered. 
Silk charmeuse: One piece was in- 
stantly ruined when the starch or 
stiffener touched it. Another piece 
handled the spray just fine, but not 
laundering. Washing tempered its 
luster, and dry-cleaning did not re- 
store the fabric’s drape. 

Silk jacquard: When washed out, 
starch or stiffening did not change 
the drape, texture, or appearance; 
however, dry-cleaning did not re- 
move the starch or stiffener. Al- 


Fabric Hand: The '%-yd. Test 


From a Yeyd. strip, cutsix 5-in. swatches. Before you go 
any further, dip the remaining length of your test strip in 
lukewarm water and pat it dry on a towel. If it survives this 
(you may have to let it dry and press it to tell), you can 
starch it safely. Next, notch each remaining swatch differ- 
ently so that you can tell them apart, and write down what 


treatment each receives. Leave one swatch untreated, and 
prewash and dry the other four. Starch two prewashed 
swatches and stiffen two others. Rewash one starched and 
one stiffened swatch, and have the remaining two swatches 
dry-cleaned, then check all the swatches for the following: 
Appearance: Has the color and/or finish stayed the same, 


or changed in ways that you can live with? 
Texture: Close your eyes and gently rub the fabrics be- 


tween two fingers. Have the treated swatches retained 
their thickness? Squeeze them. Are they equally soft? 
Drape: Fold each treated swatch along the straight grain, 
as shown below, and check it against the unstarched con- 
trol swatch (right) to determine if starching changes your 
fabric’s drape. The swatch at left has a rounder curve than 
the unstarched swatch, indicating that it remains stiffer 
even after dry cleaning. Repeat the folding along the cross- 
grain. If the shape of the fold is the same in the treated and 
untreated swatches, the fabric drape hasn’t changed.— T. T. 
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though the appearance was fine, 
the drape suffered. 

If my results seem unpredictable, 
then you've grasped the point ex- 
actly. ’'ve concluded that testing is 
required with all dry-cleanables, 
even if a new fabric is similar (or 
seemingly identical) to one you 
have previously tested. The first 
test you make should be of your 
fabric’s hand-washability because, 
if you can’t wet it safely to begin 
with, you can’t starch it (see “Laun- 
der with Courage—and Care” on 
p. 47 for guidelines). Manufacturers 
are notoriously overcautious when 
labeling fabrics, so don’t hesitate to 
push the fabric’s limits, at least on 
a swatch. 

If you can wash the fabric with- 
out losing too many of the qualities 
that attracted you to it, and youre 
making a washable type of gar- 
ment, then starching will not be a 
problem. But if youre making a 
more elaborate, nonwashable gar- 
ment, such as a jacket, dry-cleaning 
may suffice to remove all (or 
enough) of the starch or stiffener af- 
ter construction. You may have to 
weigh the benefits of easier han- 
dling during construction against 
the possibilities of an altered tex- 
ture, appearance, or drape. 


Fabric stiffener vs. starch 

Lite Fabric Stiffener (available by 
mail from Sewing and Craft Supply, 
800-542-4727) is a new (and rather 
expensive) spray-on stiffener that 
has some advantages over starch 
with these more delicate fabrics. 
Even with repeated applications, 
it doesn’t stiffen as much as starch, 
but it also doesn’t wet the fabric 
as much. It dries faster than starch, 
can be pressed almost immediate- 
ly after application, and dissolves 
and rinses out more easily. For wa- 
ter-sensitive fabrics, such as rayon 
viscose and some silks, the benefits 
of Lite may outweigh its higher cost 





Don’t worry about the splotches 


from starching. They'll wash out. 


and lower effectiveness. My results 
were varied, but I had some de- 
lightful surprises. 


How far can you go 

with starch? 

Some silky beasts will apparently 
never be tamed, but with a little 
starch, others can become lifelong 
friends. And don’t overlook the 
possibilities of starch with other 
types of fabrics. I haven't yet tried 
to starch a wool, but there are cer- 
tainly hand-washable, lightweight 
woolens that might become much 
more manageable with a little tem- 
porary stiffening. 

Manufacturers of cotton gar- 
ments typically sew them without 
prewashing to take advantage of 
the stiffness that sizing adds (have 
you felt unwashed denims?). Add 
some starch to your precutting 
pressing, and you can share the 
benefits and still preshrink. My ex- 
tremely gratifying results with ray- 
on velvet suggest that cotton vel- 
vets, velveteen, and corduroys 
would all benefit from the reduced 
slipping that starching provides. It 
suggests a whole new attitude to 
previously challenging fabrics. 
Happy experimenting! + 





Toni Toomey is an associate editor of 
Threads. 


Photos by Sloan Howard 


Reviving 
Waistban 


A quick fix with 

new elastic restores 
the stretch in your 
favorite skirt or pants 


by Mary Roehr 





Tired. 
ds 


he elastic waistband in an 

activewear or ready-to- 

wear garment often loses 

its stretch before the rest of 

the garment loses its ap- 

peal. But because a vari- 
ety of elastics used in ready-to-wear 
garments is readily available and 
easy to use, you can quickly and 
easily replace the failing elastic and 
bring your favorite skirt or pants 
back to life. 


Different elastics 

for different waistbands 
Ready-to-wear with a stretch waist- 
band typically uses elastic in one of 
three ways: plain elastic in a casing, 
a drawstring/elastic combination, 
or stitched-down elastic. Elastic 
that’s loose inside a waistband cas- 





ing is usually the simplest to re- 
place (see the directions on p. 50). 
For replacement elastic, I prefer 
1-in.-wide regular elastic (shown 
in the top photo on p. 50) rather 
than the popular no-roll elastic, 
which does not have enough 
stretch for my liking. A whole range 
of elastics like the pros use is avail- 
able to home sewers in most fabric 
stores, or by mail from Nancy’s No- 
tions (sold by the yard; PO Box 
683, Beaver Dam, WI 53916; 800- 
833-0690). 

If the original waistband had a 
drawstring/ elastic, you can 
replace it with 
drawcord elastic, ~, 
which comes 
with com- 
pressed 
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Regular elastic and no- 
roll elastic are choices 
for a waistband casing. 
Regular elastic (below), 
once all that was avail- 
able to home sewers, 
now comes in 1⁄2- to 
1'%-in. widths and has 
lots of stretch. No-roll 
elastic (above) has ver- 
tical ribs to resist fold- 


ing, comes in ‘4- to 2-in. 


widths, and stretches 
less than regular elastic. 


Drawcord elastic, used 
in activewear, is 1% in. 
wide and has a cord 
knitted into its center, 
which expands to make 
a drawstring after the 
elastic is installed. 


Sew-through elastic 
comes in 1+ to 1%-in. 
widths and has four 
¥s-in.-wide rows with- 
out elastic. Topstitching 
these rows prevents 
the stitches from inter- 
fering with the elastic’s 
stretch. This elastic 
works well sewn into a 
waistband casing or on 
the wrong side, boxer- 
shorts style. 
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cord knitted into the center, as 
shown at center left. The cord re- 
mains in place as long as you are 
working with the elastic, regard- 
less of how much you tug and 
stretch the elastic. Once you’ve 
sewn the elastic into the waistband, 
pull the cord out of its casing, and 
it will expand to almost twice the 
length of the elastic. 

For a wide, stitched-down waist- 
band like that at bottom left, sew- 
through elastic has several rows 
without elastic to enable sewing 
without broken elastic or skipped 
stitches. Sometimes you'll find this 
elastic serged to the edge of the 
waistband. In this case, you'll have 
even more ripping to do, but it’s 
worth the extra effort to revive a 
garment you love. 


Waistband casing: 

a quick fix 

Worn-out elastic in a simple waist- 
band casing is easy to replace. Be- 
gin by picking open the waistband 
seam on the inside of the garment. 
Grasp the elastic, cut it apart, and 
pull it out. 

Cut a length of new elastic 2 in. 
shorter than your waist measure- 
ment and put a safety pin in each 
end. Pin one end of the elastic to the 
garment near the seam opening and 
thread the other end through the 
waistband, making sure the elastic 
doesn’t twist. Remove both safety 
pins, overlap the two elastic ends 
14 in., and stitch with a wide zigzag. 
Stretch the waistband so that the 
elastic slips inside, and whipstitch 
the seam closed as shown in the il- 
lustration on the facing page. 

To keep the elastic from twisting 
or folding over, first stretch the elas- 
tic and waistband taut to distribute 
the ease evenly. Then, stretching 
the band as you sew, stitch around 
it along its center or close to the 
band’s lower edge with your ma- 
chine’s widest, longest zigzag stitch. 


Rx for a drawstring/ 

elastic waistband 

The drawstring elastic waistband 
is often found in sweatpants and 
other activewear and is very quick 
to replace. To replace it, pick open 
2 in. at the center back and center 
front inside the waistline seam, 
cut the old elastic, and pull it out. 
Cut the replacement drawcord elas- 
tic 1 in. shorter than your waist 
measurement, markthe center with 
a fabric pen, and attach safety 
pins to both ends. At the center 
back, pin one elastic end to the gar- 
ment, thread the other end through 
the waistband, then remove both 
safety pins. 

Being careful not to twist the elas- 
tic, join the ends with a 4-in. seam, 
then stitch them down, as shown 
in the top photo on the facing page. 
Slip the elastic into the waistband, 
pin it in place, matching the elas- 
tics and center-back waistband’s 
seams, and stitch the waistline 
closed. Topstitch the waistband’s 
width through all layers at center 
back to keep the elastic from twist- 
ing when the garment is worn. 


A range of 
elastics like the 
pros use 1s 
readily available 
to home sewers 


Pull the elastic out of the waist- 
band at center front. Then use a 
needle to pick the cord out of its 
knitted casing at the marked center 
(shown at the center of the facing 
page) and pull the cord out as far as 
you can. Cut the cord in half and 
thread the two ends through the 
holes in the waistband. Then tie a 
knot in each end to keep the cord 


Illustration by Greg McMahan 


from disappearing back into the 
waistband, and stitch the front 
waistline closed. 


Stitched-down elastic— 
worth the effort 

Picking out every row of topstitch- 
ing on this waistband can be 
a three-hour project and makes 
a perfect accompaniment for a tele- 
vision special. When you're done, 
finish the waistband’s raw edge 
with a wide zigzag stitch. (To keep 
the edge from curling up, zigzag 
is in. from the edge or use an over- 
lock foot if you have one. ) 

Cut a length of sew-through 
elastic 2 in. shorter than your waist 
measurement. The raw ends of 
sew-through elastic tend to ravel, 
so be prepared to sew the piece 
closed as soon as you cutit. Over- 
lap the ends % in. and stitch witha 
wide zigzag. Fold the elastic into 
four equal lengths and mark the 
quarters on the waistband. Pin 
the elastic’s edge to the waistband’s 
inside raw edge and sew along this 
edge with a wide zigzag stitch, 
stretching the elastic to match the 
waistband as you sew. Turn the elas- 
tic to the inside and pin the waist- 
band into position at the four 
marked points, making sure the 
elastic’s lower edge is just below 
the waistline seam. 

This operation may seem to re- 
quire three hands—two to stretch 
the elastic to match the waistband, 
and one to keep the elastic’s edge 
and the waistband’s raw edge to- 
gether—but it’s possible to do with 
only two hands: Grasp the front end 
of the elastic where it’s pinned to the 
waistband, as shown at right, and 
with the needle lowered into the 
elastic, use your other hand to align 
the edges of the elastic and the 
waistband. Holding them together, 
roll your front hand toward the nee- 
dle, wrapping the unsewn portion 
of the waistband around your hand 








What’s a 
Whipstitch? 
A a 


Whipstitches are small, 
parallel stitches that are 
close together (14s to 
%% in. apart) and applied 
from the right side to 
join two abutted edges. 





Secure the seam finish on drawcord elastic (top) to keep the cord from 


slipping out and to reduce bulk. While you sew, the drawcord stays com- 


pressed in its knitted casing; when you’re ready, pull it out (bottom). 


and fingers. Grasp the elastic be- 
hind the needle with your free hand, 
stretch the elastic and begin stitch- 
ing it. As you stitch, allow the un- 
sewn elastic to unroll, and the edges 
will stay aligned. 

Topstitch four rows “4 in. apart 
through all layers, stretching the 
waistband as you sew. Gauge your 
topstitching lines so that they go 
through the unbraidedrows of the 
elastic, with the last row stitched in 
the ditch catching the elastic’s low- 
er edge. Try on your revived skirt or 
pants, then move them back to the 
front of your closet. + 


Mary Roehr teaches tailoring and alter- 
ations and is author of the self-published 
Altering Women’s Ready-to-Wear and 
Altering Men’s Ready-to-Wear (for in- 
formation, call 602-282-497 1). 





Stretch the elastic to match the waistband as you sew by 


lowering the needle into the aligned and pinned elastic, aligning 
the fabric and elastic edges, then grasping and stretching the 
band and elastic in front of and behind the needle. 
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Before 





You 
Sew 


Here are 
some hints 
and ideas 

for navigating 
the many 
decisions 
involved 

in planning 


a garment 
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Let’s play a game. Here’s how: 
Imagine something you'd 
love to wear. A blouse, a ball- 
gown, a hat, or a gardening 
smock. It doesn’t matter. Just 
imagine it in great detail, 
down to the last button or 
decorative stitch. 

What SHAPE is this won- 
derful garment? As slim and 
elegant as a blade of grass or 
a hand-blown goblet? As 
curving, full, and ruffled as a 
peony in bloom? As straight 
and simple as a Shaker chair? 

What COLOR is it? Think 
of every color you’ve ever 
loved. The color of a baby’s 
skin. The iridescent blue ofa 
butterfly wing. 

What about its TEXTURE: 
crinkly, satin-smooth, slip- 
pery, velvety? Tweedy or jewel- 
encrusted, or maybe both? 

And what DETAILS will it 
have? A heart-stopping but- 
ton at its neck? Rows of sol- 
dier-like pin tucks? A sweep of 
lace at the shoulders or hem? 
You decide. 

The fun part of this game is 
that this garment can be 
yours if you make it. You’ve 


got as much time as you need, 
and you can ask for help from 
anyone, anytime. 

You're playing this game 
with the ideal partner—and 
perfect opponent. Your part- 
ner is your own memory of 
every beautiful, useful, and 
clever thing you’ve ever seen 
or heard. Your opponent is 
your imagination. All you 
have to do is trick your imag- 
ination into releasing a few 
more ideas from its endless 
supply. And not be afraid of 
the occasional uncertainty 
that plagues everyone of how 
to get from A to B...or to Z. 

You can play whenever you 
want—even in your dreams— 
and the more you play, the 
better you get. What’s this 
game called? Maybe “What 
Pm Making” or “Home Sew- 
ing.” On the following pages, 
youll find some useful hints 
and ideas to help you with 
the many decisions involved 
in planning a garment and 
playing this game. But what- 
ever your choices, remember 
that this is a game in which 


you can’t lose! 
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The Fabric Factor— 
Crisp vs. Soft 


Why shape isn't determined 


by the pattern alone 


by Marcy Tilton 
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You’ve picked your pattern, and so 
you probably expect all questions 
about the garment’s shape to be 
resolved. But the fabric you choose 
has everything to do with the final 
shape of your garment. 

So how can you tell if you've made 
a good fabric choice before you start 
sewing? Any fabric can be reason- 


S HAP 


ably described in terms of its crisp- 
ness or softness: Linen is ultra- 
crisp, silk chiffon ultra-soft, and 
everything else somewhere in be- 
tween. Considering skill alone, the 
simple fact is that crisp fabrics are 
easy to sew and soft ones more chal- 
lenging. Smart sewers start off with 
crisp fabrics and work up to soft 
ones, and often, to gain experience, 
use the same pattern over again, as 
weve done with the garments 
shown here (the blouse is Vogue 
9248, and the pants Burda 3722). 


But how will it look? 

In front of the mirror at the fabric 
store, check out prospective fabrics 
by unfurling a length that approx- 
imates the garment you'll make. 
Replicate pleats or gathers, test the 
blousing of a single layer, drape it 





over your shoulder. If there’s the 
slightest doubt that it’s too crisp, it 
probably is. Crush it to test wrin- 
kling, poke it with your thumb to 
test stretch and recovery. To check 
color, try hanging an !⁄%-yd. sam- 
ple in your closet with your exist- 
ing wardrobe so that you can vi- 
sualize it already made up. How 
often would you choose to wear 
it? If you decide that it’s a keeper, 
cut up your sample and test seams, 
fusibles, and laundering. 

For new fabrics, muslin test-gar- 
ments are always a good idea, but 
use muslin fabric only for crisp 
styles. Try out a soft look with a 
bargain-counter polyester. + 





Marcy Tilton sews and designs garments 
in Cave Junction, OR, and teaches 
nationwide. 


Photos at right by Peter Sakas, hair and makeup by Rick Teal for Halley Resources; top photo by Sloan Howard 
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Photos by staff 


Images from magazines, postcards, 
calendars, and the like are often 
full of delicious, exciting color com- 
binations, just begging to be trans- 
lated into your sewing projects. 
Next time you find a picture whose 
colors you like, pull it out and 
“read” it for its color information 
alone, ignoring the image’s subject. 

To read an image, look first at 
the proportions, or the relative 
amount of each color. (You may 
find that looking at the image up- 
side down helps you see its colors 
more clearly.) Then focus on what's 
next to what. (Maybe you'll see a 
sliver of mint green against a large 
grey-blue area, which suggests a 
piping color effect you'd never 
thought of.) Next look at how 
darks and lights are combined. 
Then compare how bright and dull 


i wh oe 


f eee 
Say! 
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colors are used. And see whether 
some colors in the image are shiny 
and others matte. 

After looking carefully at the im- 
age, take it to your fabric collec- 
tion and pull out all the fabrics 
that match or suggest the colors in 
the image. Then arrange them to 
show similar proportions to the 
source image. 

Sources really are everywhere. 
I've found interior and garden mag- 
azines especially rich for plunder- 
ing. And, of course, ads are often 
stunningly colorful. They’re de- 
signed to catch your attention, so 
why not learn from the pros? ¢® 


Diane Ericson designs garments and 
jewelry in Carmel, CA, and leads work- 
shops in creativity and design around 
the country. 
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GETTING STARTED ON A DESIGN 


“| just start, even if it’s bad. At least I’m moving. 

Where I start may not be where I end up, but something 
may come out of the process that I can then refine into 

a more polished concept.” 


Linda Lee, garment and interiors designer /teacher 


“All you have to have to begin is an idea—it doesn’t 
even have to be a good one. Just start working and see 
what happens.” 


Libby Lehman, studio art-quilt maker /teacher 
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To be sure of 
the effect, drape 
a test garment 


by Laura Hotchkiss Brown 


Your swatches are mouth-water- 
ing—but which ones to pick for the 
outfit you're making? Designers al- 
ways test garment ideas on a dress 
form or on a real person at every 
step of the design and construc- 
tion process. There’s no better, 
safer way to confirm that what 
you ve imagined actually looks 
great before you've gone too 

far to turn back. 

Whether you've chosen your 
fabrics by looking at them on 
bolts or by looking at swatch- 

es, get a realistic preview of your 
project by draping the fabrics 
roughly into the shape and pro- 
portions they'll have when finished, 
as I’ve done on the forms shown at 
right. Use a dress form if you have 
one; if not, ask a friend to drape 
directly on you. Either way, look 
at the results in a full-length mirror 
to see the full effect. You'll be 
amazed at how instantly you can 
tell whether or not a fabric combi- 
nation will really give you the effect 
youre after. + 





San Francisco designer Laura Hotchkiss 
Brown wrote about sewing on sheer 
silks in Threads No. 59, pp. 48-52. 
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Swatch photos by Sloan Howard; draping photos by Boyd Hagen 
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Need New Ideas for 
Texture and Details? 


Cut a “garment” window 


by Diane Ericson 


All art school students are intro- 
duced to the idea of looking at the 
world through a rectangular “win- 
dow” cut into a sheet of paper. The 
hole creates an instant frame, turn- 
ing whatever you look at into an 
automatic composition. And you 
can adjust the composition sim- 
ply by moving the window. The 
cut-outs worked particularly well 
when placed over pictures in 
books and magazines, allowing 
you to see shapes and colors you 


would have never noticed other- 
wise, already arranged into rec- 
tangular compositions. 

When it occurred to me to change 
the shape of the window into the 
outline of a garment or garment 
detail, like those above, the idea 
turned from a clever trick into pure 
magic! Breathtaking, new garment 
designs and instant wardrobes be- 
gan to sprout from every magazine 
I laid my hands on. Countless ideas 
for textural collages, surface de- 





XTURE 








signs, pieced compositions, and 
even ideasfor repositioned and re- 
scaled garment details, closures, 
and jewelry poured from the most 
unlikely sources. 

The magic still works as well as it 
did then. It’s like putting on new 
glasses that uncover hidden beau- 
ties simply by improving your fo- 
cus. Try it; you'll see! + 


Diane Ericson designs and sews in 
Carmel, CA, and teaches nationwide. 


ON GETTING 
UNSTUCK 


“Just let go and move 
on. We don’t eat a 
burned waffle, nor 
do we need to finish 
and wear every 
sewing project.” 


Marcy Tilton, garment 
designer/teacher/ 
author 


“Sometimes | hold a 
piece up to a mirror, 
which helps me pin- 
point the difficulty 
I’m having simply by 
seeing the composi- 
tion in reverse.” 


d} Bennett, machine 
embroiderer 
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Timid about Textures? 


Fabric textures come in two basic 


Get the 


colors right, 


then try 


a walk 


on the 


wild side! 


by Diane Hendry 
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varieties: There’s the tactile di- 
mension of fabric, or howit feels to 
the touch—smooth, furry, nubby, 
slippery. Then there’s the purely 
visual texture of color and pattern, 
which you can’t actually feel but 
which give the illusion of dimen- 
sion and movement—polka dots, 
florals, plaids, checks, and so on. 
Despite this variety, there’s a sim- 
ple key to enabling radically dif- 
ferent textures to live together har- 
moniously: color. Harmonizing or 
contrasting colors, or both, can be 
the reason each fabric works with 


a group, but logic and reasoning 
come after the initial, purely visual 
response. I often start with a cur- 
rent favorite fabric—usually one 
with vibrant, rich color—then add 
others to set off or tone down as- 
pects of the first fabric. Rich tactile 
effects may call for a flat, solid com- 
plement, which, in turn, may lead 
to an enlivening print. The process 
is always one of adding and sub- 
tracting until youre happy with 
the textural mix. 

I also enjoy starting with a print 
that successfully combines colors I 
don’t normally like, which chal- 
lenges me to make unusual choices 
to add to it. This is a great approach 
to a collaged garment of many dif- 
ferent fabrics, like the skirt in the 


drawing at right. (You can also mix 
fabrics for the different details of a 
garment, as in the drawing’s jacket, 
or mix them by just using one fab- 
ric each for a skirt, blouse, and jack- 
et, for example, in an ensemble.) 
Many fabrics suggest directions: 
Brocades, laces, and velvets always 
say dressy. Linen, leather, raffia, 
and twills are earthy, daytime 
notes. Graphic fabrics are sporty, 
and florals traditionally feminine. 
However you toss it, textures are 
to play with, dive into, and sur- 
render to. So, choose your colors, 
then let the textures run wild! @ 





Diane Hendry, a free-lance designer in 
New York City, wrote about stitchless 
appliqué in Threads No. 58, pp. 68-71. 





EXTU 


Photos by Boyd Hagen; illustration by Bob Hiemstra 





INSPIRATION 
FOR DESIGNS 


“I look in my art books— 





sometimes with my glasses off 
so that my vision is slightly 





blurred. Sometimes what I think 
I see is more interesting than 
what’s really on the page.” 


Lois Ericson, garment 
designer/teacher 
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Bored with 
Buttonholes? 


Here are some 
new twists 
for great closures 


by Judith Lundell, Lin Johnson, 
and Carla Lopez 


Cording is easy to make using your own threads, 
flosses, and embroidery yarns for perfect color co- 
ordination with sewing projects. The simple tool 
we use to make our cords (shown above) is called 
The Incredible Rope Machine ($30 postpaid from 
Schacht Spindle Co., 6101 Ben Place, Boulder, CO 
80301; 303-442-3212). You can make rope-weight 
cords with this tool, but the elegant colorful 
cords shown here are perhaps a sewer’s best rea- 
son to get involved. We make cords from the silk 
thread we construct our garments with and use 
them to create button loops, waist cords, shoul- 
der straps, and more. After some practice at get- 
ting the tensions right, two people (some steps 
need four hands) can make aa few feet of cord in 
about 20 minutes. 


Buttonholes need not be boring. While your 
machine is cranking out satin-stitched button- 
holes (a kind of machine embroidery, to be sure), 
take a moment to consider its other stitchery 
skills. Whether it’s a computerized marvel with 
a million patterns that mirror and flip or a plain- 
Jane zigzagger, your machine doubtless has lots 
of underutilized tricks to offer, and buttonholes 
are ideal places to start playing with them. ¢ 


Cording: Judith Lundell and Lin Johnson design and sew 
exquisite garments in Silverton, OR, which are sold in 
such stores as Bergdorf-Goodman’s in New York City. 
Buttons: Carla Lopez creates designs for computer sewing 
machines in her Alemeda, CA, studio. 































ADVICE TO 
NOVICE/NERVOUS 
DESIGNERS 


“jump in. A good designer is only more 
experienced, not better.” 


Mary Smith, garment and garden 
designer/contributing editor to Threads 


“Just do it, and remember that it’s only 
fabric you’re working with. You’re not 
doing brain surgery or trying to cure cancer.” 


Rachel Clark, garment designer, who 
incorporates quilting techniques 


“Design is evolutionary—the more you do it, 
the better it is.” 


Roberta Carr garment designer/teacher/author 





Buttonhole photos by staff; all other photos by Sloan Howard 
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garment’s seams and 
edges can be played up 
or down in its design. 
But when that garment 
A is created by New York 
| A designer Zoran, its seams 
and edges are inevitably con- 
structed to be as invisible as pos- 


Seam 


Zoran’ 





sible. Since the mid-1970s, Yu- 
goslavian-born Zoran has designed 
incredibly simple, clean-lined gar- 
ments from exquisite fabrics. His 
collections of timeless, elegant 
pieces, cut in only one easy-fitting 
size, scarcely change from one sea- 
son to the next; old pieces are 
meant to be combined with new. 
Zoran’s garments flatter a wide 
variety of figure types and ages and 
make the wearer feel the epitome of 





effortless, timeless taste and style. 
However, this style comes at a 
price: His ready-to-wear clothing 
ranges from about $200 for a sim- 
ple silk T-shirt to $2,500 for a cash- 
mere jacket. 

What makes these clothes so 
beautiful and wearable by so many 


s and 


s minimal magic 


by Fred Bloebaum 


women? In short, stunning fabrics, 
very simple shapes and construc- 
tion, and a few minimal but in- 
spired details, like his handling of 
seams and edges. Let’s explore how 
you can achieve the look and style 
of Zoran in your own sewing. 


Choose a simple pattern, 
and then pare it 

Simplicity is key to garment styling; 
it highlights the elegant fabrics 





typically 
used in Zoran 





designs (see “Start 

with Luxurious Fabrics” 

on p. 67). He eliminates most 

of the facings and all of the but- 
tons and zippers from his garment 
designs to reduce the clutter. And 


Edges 


unlike most of the other design- 
ers, Zoran abhors accessories. 


Easy shapes, no clutter—Many 
of Zoran’s designs seem to float on 
the body with very few seams, 
hanging only from the shoulders or 
waist. Quite often, his tops and 
dresses have no shoulder seams at 
all; the garment is cut with the fab- 
ric folded crosswise and the shoul- 
der line placed on the fold (as for 









Model photos by Luciana Pampalone; hair and makeup by Rick Teal for Halley Resources; detail photos by Boyd Hagen 


the T-shirt in the en- 

semble on this page and 
shown in the drawing on 
p. 68). His dresses often have no 
waistline seams, darts, or other de- 
tails, and some fasten by simply 
knotting in back. Zoran’s jackets 
are simple, straightforward styles, 


garment from two or three layers of 
fluid, gossamer silk chiffon. 


Lots of great patterns to choose 
from—Although there are no com- 
mercial patterns specifically avail- 
able for Zoran garments, his styles 
are so basic that many patterns 


Few seams, elegant 


fabrics, and spare finishes 


yield stunning results 


including oversized kimono-style 
jackets and weightless parkas in 
silk organza, silk gazar, or cash- 
mere. If there are any closures, 
they’re usually ties or simple wraps. 

Zoran’s pants are typically hung 
from an elastic waistband, and the 
leg width varies from very slim to 
extra wide. For lightweight pants 
and shorts and straight, above-the- 
knee or above-the-ankle skirts and 
sarongs, he often constructs the 


adapt easily. For my ensemble, I 
used Kwik-Sew 2406 for the parka, 
Burda 5160 for the T-shirt, and 
Stretch & Sew 777 for the pants 
(minor adjustments for each are 
shown in the drawings and photo 
on p. 68). 

Other good choices include Bur- 
da 3881, Kwik-Sew 1938, and 
Vogue 9126 for jackets; Kwik-Sew 
2265 for T-shirts; Stretch & Sew 
305 for tank tops; Burda 4314 for 





Gorgeous fabric is key to Zoran-style garments. Whether light- 


or heavyweight, the fabric is finished as inconspicuously as pos- 


sible. For gossamer fabrics, like those in the detail photo above, 


you'll get the finest seams and edges with a two-thread, rolled 


hem on a high-tech serger (for similar results with ordinary 
equipment, see the center photo on p. 66). 
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The edge finish depends on the 
fabric’s weight. On heavyweight 
fabrics, edges are double-top- 
stitched but constructed differently 
when curved rather than straight. 
Straight hems are turned under 
twice and topstitched twice, and 
curves get a bias-strip finish before 
topstitching. On featherweight 
fabrics, you’ll get the finest edge 
with a high-tech serger (see the 
detail photo on pp. 64-65), or you 
can come close with an ordinary 
serger (left sample in the photo at 
right) or a wide, short zigzag on a 
sewing machine (right sample). 





pants; and Vogue 1510 for dresses. 
Some patternsinclude several suit- 
able components in one envelope, 
such as Vogue 1384 and 9152 and 
New Look 6643. 


Seams: few and 
inconspicuous 

In terms of construction and seam 
finishes, Zoran’s approach is en- 
tirely minimal. He uses various 
types of finishes for a garment, de- 
pending on the weight of the fabric 
and the technique that will intrude 
least on the design. His techniques 
are surprisingly uncomplicated, 
and they adapt easily to home- 
sewing equipment. 


Seams for fragile, eggshell fab- 
rics—Many lightweight Zoran gar- 
ments that are made from silk chif- 
fon and organza have tiny French 
seams or narrow rolled-and-serged 
seams finished to either the out- 
side or inside of the garment, as 
shown in the detail photos of my 
parka and T-shirt on pp. 64-65. For 
this effect, you want a narrow edge 





densely covered with thread. 

After experimenting with several 
home sergers and threads, I creat- 
ed seams that closely echo those 
found in Zoran’s ready-to-wear. | 
achieved the finest results using a 
top-of-the-line serger (a Bernina 
2000DE), with a two-thread over- 
lock stitch on the rolled-hem set- 
ting, and using the narrowest cut- 
ting width and shortest stitch 
length. Depending on which thread 
gives the best color match, I use 
woolly nylon or Sulky 40 rayon 
thread in the lower looper, with 
regular polyester thread in the nee- 
dle. You also can try a fine cotton 
machine embroidery thread in the 
lower looper. 

If you don’thave access to a serg- 
er with a two-thread stitch, try one 
with a three-thread rolled-hem set- 
ting at the narrowest stitch width, 
which gives a slightly heavier but 
still attractive result. Use the rolled- 
hem throat plate and foot with 
woolly nylon in the upper looper. 
And if you have only a regular 
sewing machine, you can get a sim- 


Start with Luxurious Fabrics 


Elegant, luxurious fabric is the 
point of departure for Zoran- 
inspired garments, so start with 
the best-quality fabrics you can 
find. Typically, Zoran uses 3- or 
4-ply silk crepe, wool satin and 
twill, linen, and cashmere knit 
for fluid, heavyweight garments, 
and silk chiffon, charmeuse, 
organza, and gazar for lighter- 
than-air pieces. 

Zoran’s color palette centers 
around rich classics that never go 
out of style—black, white, gray, 
red, camel, taupe, navy, ivory, 
oatmeal, gray-green, and gold 
metallic. He eschews prints in fa- 
vor of the monochromatic and is 
known for ensembles with sever- 
al subtle shades of a single color. 

Sewers are fortunate to be able 
to find fabrics Zoran favors at 
many stores and mail-order sup- 
pliers around the country, includ- 
ing the ones listed in Threads 


No. 58, pp. 44-49, and below. If 
you can’t locate 4-ply silk crepe in 


a color you want, try underlining 
easier-to-find 3-ply crepe with a 


layer of silk chiffon to give it 


more weight. 


Britex-By-Mail 

153 Maiden Lane 

San Francisco, CA 94108 
(415) 392-2910 
Swatches $5 


Fabric Complements 
7689 Lakeville Highway 
Petaluma, CA 94954 
(800) 828-6561 

Free swatches 


Threadwear 

1250 S.W. Oakley Ave. 
Topeka, KS 66604 
(800) 466-1599 
Swatches $5, refundable 
with order 
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Thin and smooth at the waist—On heavyweight fabrics like 4-ply silk 
crepe, reduce waistline bulk by cutting the facing from silk charmeuse (left). 
For a delicate waistband made from two or three layers of silk chiffon, in- 
sert the elastic between the layers so that no facing is needed (right). 


ilar effect, although, again, a bit 
heavier than the two-thread serged 
seam. Press under a narrow hem, 
zigzag over the fold with a wide, 
short stitch, and then trim the ex- 
cess fabric close to the stitching. 
Both of these options are shown 
in the second photo from the top 
on p. 66. 


Seams for fluid, heavy fabric— 
For the heavy silk pants in my out- 
fit, seam allowances are simply 
pressed open and pinked. Other 
options include double-stitching 
the seams, then trimming close to 
the second stitching, or sewing flat- 
felled seams, which echo the dou- 
ble-topstitched edges shown in the 
top photo on p. 66. 


EASY PATTERN ADJUSTMENTS FOR THE ZORAN LOOK 


Starting with simple patterns for a parka-type jacket 


and a T-shirt, you can make a few adjustments to get a T-shirt (Burda 5160) 


more Zoran-like effect. 


Parka (Kwik-Sew 2406) 


SS 


| 16% in. Added 
pieces 


With added pleat 


Tin. L 
Finished pleat 


Width 7 nm width 314 in. 


1834 in. 


Original 
back 


New 
sleeve- 
cap line 


Separate hood by adding a seam to make Create lower-sleeve box pleat by adding To eliminate shoulder seams, copy pat- 
two separate pieces. Serge hood seam to 2 in. to width of sleeve and shaping lower tern front and back and place together at 
inside and all others to outside. edge 1 in., as shown. Fold pleats toward shoulders. Redraw sleeve cap 1 in. longer 
center, and serge all layers together at for better fit. 
lower edge. 
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Drawing by Carla Ruzicka 


Edge finishes that “vanish” 
Like seams, the edges of Zoran- 
style garments require a finish 
that’s nearly invisible. Again, the 
weight of the fabric determines the 
best choice for finishing the edges 
of a particular garment. 


Inconspicuous edges for frag- 
ile fabrics—Garments made from 
gossamer fabrics like silk chiffon 
and organza have the same narrow 
serged finish on the edges that was 
used to join seams. Although this 
stitched edge looks delicate, it’s ac- 
tually quite stur- 
dy and reliable. 

Perhaps the sim- 
plest garment to 
make for a typical 
Zoran ensemble 
is a T-shirt or dress sewn from two 
layers of silk chiffon. You need on- 
ly eliminate the pattern’s shoulder 
seams (see the drawing on the fac- 
ing page), facings, and hems. Serge 
with all four layers of the side 
seams together to the outside, and 
finally serge the two layers togeth- 
er at the neck, the sleeve, and the 
lower edge. 


Smooth edges for weighty fab- 
rics—For neat, unobtrusive edges 
in heavier-weight fabrics like 3- and 
4-ply silk crepe, turn straight hems 
up twice, press, and edgestitch. 
Then topstitch with a second row 
of stitching %-in. away from the 
first (see the top photo on p. 66). 
I found the blind-hem foot, with 
the blade placed just in from 
the edge, helped me sew 
straighter edge stitching. 
For curved edges, like 
those at the neck and 


the armholes, face the inside with 
a strip of bias: Sew the bias strip to 
the edge, right sides together, then 
turn it to the inside and press the 
raw edge under. Finally, edgestitch 
and topstitch as for a straight hem. 


Waistbands for heavy 

and light fabrics 

Zoran’s elastic waistband on pants 
and skirts often consists of sewn 
channels containing three rows of 
narrow elastic. In pants or shorts 
made from heavier fabrics, like the 
4-ply silk crepe pants at left in the 


Zoran’s styles are so basic 
that many patterns adapt easily 


photo on the facing page, Zoran 
cuts the waistband facing and 
pocket lining from lighter-weight 
silk charmeuse to reduce bulk and 
add polish. 

To do this, assemble the pants, 
and then add the waistband fac- 
ing, leaving a vertical opening for 
inserting the elastic. Sew 4 in. from 
the top edge for a slight paper- 
bag effect, and sew three channels 
for the elastic, each 
¥ in. from the previ- 
ous stitching. In- 
sert 14-in.-wide 
elastic and sew 


the opening closed. 

For lightweight garments made 
from two or three layers of chiffon, 
the waistband is as light as the gar- 
ment. Simply insert the elastic be- 
tween the layers (shown at right 
in the photo on the facing page), 
which eliminates the need for a 
facing. Serge the side seams (and 
the crotch seam for pants) for each 
layer separately, leaving an opening 
on the inner layer to insert the elas- 
tic. Then serge the layers together 
at the top edge, using the rolled- 
hem finish as for the seams. And 
stitch channels 
for the elastic 
as for the char- 
meuse waist- 
band shown in 
the photo on 
the facing page. Fortunately, achiev- 
ing Zoran’s effortless style is easily 
within our reach. After all, doesn’t 
itmake sense to invest in simple, el- 
egant garments that provide luxu- 
rious comfort while making you 
look great? + 


Fred Bloebaum teaches at The Sewing 
Workshop in San Francisco, other Bay 
Area schools, and in workshops around 
the country. 




















The Creative Sewing & Needleart Expositions 
Sponsored by The American Sewing Guild 





St. Louis, MO A 
September 15-17, 1995 


Pittsburgh, PA 
October 20-22, 1995 


Denver, C0 ; 
January 26-28, 1996 ir 


Ft. Leuderdale, FL 
February 9-11, 1996 


For a Schedule of Events, call 800-325-1882 


(available 8 weeks in odvance of each show) 
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WE HAVE TASTE BY THE YARD 


















House of ir 


Make your own a 
wardrobe using the dazzling 
collection you'll find—designer 
wools, fine bouclés, silks in 
suitings, crepe de chines, 
charmeuse, and prints; and 
quality cottons gathered 
from the finest mills in 
Europe. Achieve just the 
| look you desire where 
| the tradition of elegance 
and quality still endure. 


This is the only collec- 
tion of its kind in the 
U.S. For the repre- 

| sentative nearest . | 
you or for informa- WA 
tion about joining. 
our family of 


professionals, call 
1-800-338-4618. 


When Only the Finest Will Do. 
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“Handinade porcelain buttons, jewelry, classic Sei and patterns. 
Send $2.50 for new color catalog. 
1-800-648-2213.* Box 145 » Dugger, IN 47848 

















- 100% Cultivated White Silk 
5/2, 12/2, 20/2, 30/2 
* 12/2 Merino Wool 


- 100% Cultivated Silk 
§/2, 12/2, 20/2, 30/2 
Hand dyed with natural 


18 Colours dyes by Trudy van Stralen 
- Brushed Mohair 
21 Colours Sample Cards $5.00 


- Natural Linen 
10/2, 10/4, and 16/2 (bleached) 
Sample Cards $7.50 


Louet Sales 

P.O. Box 267 

OGDENSBURG, NY 13669 
louét Tel. 613-925-4502 

dealer inquiries welcome. 
Printed LABELS 


¢ Woven-edge Satin polyester From Sterling 


. 17 printing colors & 5 ribbon colors | —$—$—_ 
¢ Your art, our type or both L 
pii | Sheila Kesey, | 






¢ Low minimum quantities 
¢ lron-on labels also available a 


In Stock Care/Content Labels & Size Tags Too! 
SEND $1.00 FOR SAMPLES, PRICES ETC. TO: 
Sterling Name Tape Co. 


Dept. TM3 P.O. Box 939 Winsted, CT 06098 
1-203-379-5142 FAX 1-203-379-0394 



























7 BOBBIN MINDER ™ 


Designed for the home sewer. 
e NEVER HAVE TO SEARCH 

FOR A BOBBIN AGAIN 
e KEEPS BOBBIN THREAD CLEAN 
e NO LOOSE ENDS TO UNWIND 


e FITS ALL BOBBINS AND 
THREAD SPOOLS 


e AVAILABLE FROM YOUR 
FAVORITE SEWING 
CATALOGUE OR LOCAL 
SEWING, FABRIC & 
CRAFT STORE 


HORVATH GENERATIONS BRIOGEPORT, CT MADE IN USA @ 








THIMBLES 


Designed and made by Tommie Jane Lane 
Prices for adult sizes 4-14 STERLING SILVER Left to right, beginning with back row 
Row 1 $70 30 50 30 30 50 50 90 18 @ 30 Rows 2 & 3 $30 each Row 4 9 @ $50 3@ 170 2@50 
Row 5 $20* 40* 3 @ 20* 40* 20* 4 @ 30 Row 6 $20 40* 3 @ 20* 3 @ 30 Row 7 $20* 40* 40* *(child sizes 2 or smaller) 
You may deduct $10 from your first order. Send check or money order payable to: 


T.J. LANE 
Send 3 stamps and your address label or call 9666 E. Riggs Rd. Ste. 401-247 Tommie can make a thimble 
(602) 895-8074 or 2771 for free brochure Sun Lakes, Arizona , 85248 USA to fit you 








Be nea conrerence | À Craft Your Way 
Novenben 7, 18, & 19, 195 To A BFA 


Beads: Now you can earn your Bachelor of 


Through The Eye 
Of The Collector 











Fine Arts or 3-Year Certificate in 
Crafts at the nation’s only art 
N college devoted solely to 
IN 


+Three-day Symposium- 
for Registrants only® 







, the crafts. Call today 


+84 Speakers & Teachers! 
Open to the Publice 
International Bead Bazaar® 
+ Designer Showcase® 
November 18-19 
+ Pre/post Conference Workshops® 
*Shurttle Bus Gallery Tour® 


for a free catalog. 
1-800-390-0632. 


> OREGON 
SCHOOL 
OF ARTS 
i CRAFTS 


8245 SW BARNES ROAD 
PORTLAND, OR 97225 


For Information Contact: 

Third International Bead Conference 
PO Box 2666-0666 Fairfax VA 22031 
(410) 987-1884-reEc. (703) 273-2864-fax 





PHONE 503 297.5544 


Book Arts * Ceramics * Drawing * Fibers + Metal + Wood 


“SNF Sponsored by The Bead Society of Greater Washingron _ i a T T 
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Notes 


Here’s the place to 
share news about 
interesting people 
and places, special 
products, confer- 
ences, organizations, 


and important 


developments in the 
world of sewing and 
fashion—or just to 
sound off. Write to: 
Threads Notes, 


63 S. Main St., 
PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506. 


Stepping back in time, 
the new Bata Shoe Mu- 
seum in Toronto hous- 
es a 10,000-piece col- 
lection, including the 
embellished kid pump 
above, c. 1690, from 
Portugal, and the 
19th-century, beaded 
boot from the Yoruba 
people of Nigeria, at 


right. 
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EXHIBITS 


Steppin’ out in style—it’s been done 
for countless ages, from the Egypt- 
ian Pharaohs to the Apollo astro- 
nauts on the moon, who all need- 
ed something on their feet. 
Now on your next trip 
to Toronto, Canada, 
you can see a 4,500- 
year span of footware 
fashion on display at 
The Bata Shoe Museum, recently 
opened and the first of its kind in 
North America. 

From its vast permanent collec- 
tion, The Bata Shoe Museum has 
mounted four inaugural exhibits, 
which survey the evolution of foot- 
ware, its manufacture and social 
history, and even its role in chil- 
dren’s literature. For more infor- 
mation on the museum and its cur- 


rent and planned exhibits, contact 









The Bata Shoe Museum, 327 Bloor 
St. West, Toronto, Ont., Canada 
M5S 1W7. Phone (416) 979-7799 
or fax (416) 979-0078. 


Toni Toomey is an associate editor 
of Threads. 


SEWING 


Sewing in Cyberspace 
Ever get stuck with a question on a 
sewing project and have no one to 
ask? Or discovered the one sewing 
notion that you need is nowhere 
to be purchased? Nowadays many 
in these dilemmas are turning for 
help to cyberspace—a worldwide 
communication network available 
to anyone with a computer and a 
modem (a device that connects a 
computer to a telephone line). 
From their computer keyboards, 
members of fiber-arts interest 
groups “meet” on worldwide elec- 
tronic bulletin boards offered by 
various private services to chat and 
share information and inspiration. 
Thousands of messages are posted 
on these bulletin boards each day, 
monitored by volunteers who strict- 
ly maintain community standards 
of appropriate language, courtesy, 
and subject matter. 
Bulletin-board readers will find 
answers to their sewing problems, 


pick up sewing tips, and locate 
handy supply sources. As well, 
they'll occasionally find a great buy 
in‘equipment, fabrics, or notions. 

With numerous sections on each 
bulletin board, there’s a place for 
everyone and every fiber-related in- 
terest. Each private service listed 
below offers a fiber-arts bulletin 
board, along with free modem soft- 
ware that’s easy to use, requiring lit- 
tle computer experience to partic- 
ipate. Once on line, you'll find a 
warm welcome awaiting new mem- 
bers, including friendly indoctri- 
nation in the conventions of post- 
ing on-line messages. Members are 
charged by the hour for time spent 
on line. In most areas of the Unit- 
ed States and Canada, services can 
be accessed by a local phone num- 
ber; otherwise, there’s the addi- 
tional cost of telephone charges for 
the time spent on line. 

The following services offer bul- 
letin boards for sewers: Compu- 
Serve, (800) 848-8900, Fibercrafts 
Forum; Prodigy, (800) 776-3449, 
Crafts bulletin board; Delphi, (800) 
695-4005, Sewing and So On cus- 
tom forum; Genie, (800) 638-9636, 
Needlearts Roundtable; America 
On Line, (800) 827-6364. Each ser- 
vice and bulletin board has its in- 
dividual characteristics and per- 
sonality, so look around to find 
one you like and dive right in. 
Sewing in cyberspace is fun and 
worth a try. 


Ruthe Brown is founder of the world- 
wide Dress an Angel project and is edi- 


tor of Pface to Interphace newsletter. 


88 pages; color photos $19.95 (plus $4 shipping & handling per order; $6 international) 





Available in your local quilt shop. *Release date subject to change. 

Publisher of America’s Best-Loved Quilt Books” 

PO Box 118 DeptTH1095 Bothell, WA 98041-0118 USA 

U.S.& Canada 1-800-426-3126 International 1-206-483-3313 Fax 1-206-486-7596 


Sew pockets that don't gap, 
waistbands that truly fit, and more! 
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Easy Guide to 
sewing Jackets 
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[SEWING COMPANIONTUAONANM = 
Easy Guide to 


sewing Skirts 
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BOOKS & VIDEOS 


for fellow enthusiasts 


Top teachers show you how... 


Yes, you really can sew stylish jackets and skirts that 
flatter—building on the skills you have right now. 
Popular sewing teachers Cecelia Podolak and Marcy 
Tilton show you the easy way in two new Sewing books. 
Each easy-to-use guide is fully illustrated...with step- 
by-step instructions that let you learn at your own pace. 


Easy Guide to Sewing Jackets by Cecelia Podolak 

@ Insert linings completely by machine. 

E Sew invisible hems that keep their shape. 

E Make perfect patch pockets. 

@ Shape with fusible interfacings. 

SOFTCOVER, COLOR, 112 PAGES, 158 PHOTOS, 29 DRAWINGS, ITEM 070215, $17.95 


Easy Guide to Sewing Skirts by Marcy Tilton 
Æ Make a variety of comfortable waistbands. 

Æ Sew pockets that don’t gap. 

E Insert foolproof zippers. 


@ Shape darts to enhance fit. 
SOFTCOVER, COLOR, 112 PAGES, 134 PHOTOS, 31 DRAWINGS, ITEM 070217, $17.95 





Easy to Order! 


These valuable sewing books are only $17.95 
each. Or save and order the set for $32.95! 


ITEM 07A245 


To order, call 1-800-888-8286 and ask 
for operator 172, or use the order 
form in this issue. 


Fittingly Sew 
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The Button Shoppe 


Button, button, who's got the button? 
The Button Shoppe catalog. 


Beautiful buttons for the discriminating 
designer, seamstress, those who knit, crochet, 
and do other needlecraft. Buttons for quilts, 


jewelry, and crafts. Unique, handsome 
buttons for that special project. 


The Button Shoppe 
4744 Oakfield Circle 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
(916) 488-5350 


Catalog $5 (refundable with order) 


“FABULOUS FIT e 


THE LATEST IN DRESS FORM DESIGN rFLs 


MADE IN FRANCE WITH A CAST IRON BASE. 00 


| INCLUDES 15 FOAM PADS AND A LYCRA BODY SUIT. 
ca) ‘Vy 
qld 


f WILL DUPLICATE ANY BODY SHAPE, INCLUDING 
DOWAGERS HUMP, TUMMIES, HIPS, ETC. 

f THE POSSIBILITIES ARE ENDLESS. 

DRAPING HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER. 


CALL NOW (415) 441-9066 


FOAM PADS ALSO SOLD SEPARATELY 
§ P.O.BOX 29326 SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 94129 
f fax(415) 441-0994 PATENT PENDING 


Sew 





"I have had so much fun playing ... the 
™ program seems to do everything I could 


ever want.’ 
Felicity Dawson 
Queensland, Australia 


Patternmmaking Software 


Design your own custom-fitted patterns. 
Includes bodice, sleeve, pant and skirt slopers. 
Use on-screen design tools 

Variable seam allowances. 

Print to any system compatible printer. 

No limit on size range or number of patterns. 


'.. programs like this are what 
computers are meant to be used for. 


Linda Cameron, Richland, WA 


$ 1 69 cous funds $ 1 99 00 Cdn funds 


Includes shipping and handling. Delivery next business day to mast North American locations. 
MasterCard, Visa, American Express, cheques, money orders and s POs. 
Canadian residents add 7% GST. Ontario residents add 8% PST. 


Bartley Software Inc. 
72 Robertson Road, Box 26122 
Nepean, Ontario, Canada, K2H 9R6 
(613) 829-6488 


1-800-661-5209 


System Serer Macana Gjisiori 6 or later, or =e Windows™ 3.dor later 









The Ultimate Quilter’s/Craft Bag 


| This bag made from sturdy nylon Pack Cloth is designed to carry all 
your needs to classes and keep your supplies organized. Large 25" X 
19 1/2" X 6" bag will easily hold a cutting mat. Outside you will find 
a full front pleated pocket and an open top booklet pocket. For conve- 
| nience, it has a heavy detachable shoulder strap. Inside it has 2 clear 
slip pockets, 2 clear zipper pockets, 7 individual slip pockets and a 19" 
| ruler pocket. Made in USA. Colors: Black, Rose Floral, Violet Floral. 


Kit T4475 $35.95 Sewn Add $35.00 
Aok for oun pree fell color catalog. 


JND hits 


(THE ORIGINAL SEWING KIT COMPANY 


=" 1-800-KITS-USA (1-800-548- 7872) 
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Quick to Make 


What to do with 
leftover bits of felt 

If you want to try sewing with 
felted patchwork (see p. 32) 
but aren’t ready to tackle a large 


If you’re busy and 
have only limited 
time to sew, try 
these quick-to-make 
applications of one 
or more techniques project, you can start with a 
from feature articles variety of wonderful 
in this issue. small items that are 
great for gifts. 
They're perfect for 
using up leftover bits 
of fabric or patchwork 
from a larger garment. 
To get a jump on the holiday 
season, try a rocking-horse or- 
nament or a striped Christmas 
stocking, or make a stocking- 
stuffer catnip mouse that'll drive 
Piece scraps of felted your cat crazy (two cats I know di- 
wool into easy-to-make gest every meal sitting atop their 
ornaments and gifts, catnip mice). Other quick, small 
like the rocking horse projects include pot holders, 


below or the cat- 













tea cozies, and hot pads to 
nip mice above. protect a tabletop. Use 
your imagination, and 
you'll come up with lots 
of other ideas. 
The general 
technique for 
all these small 
projects is to 
piece the top or 
front layer to 
slightly larger than 
the size needed, cut it to 
shape, then use the front as 
a pattern to cut a plain or pieced 
felted back layer. Place the front 
and back together and hand-sew 
the cut edges together with wool 
or acrylic yarn, trimming excess 
fabric if needed. If youre making a 
rocking horse or another project 
that needs stuffing, don’t close the 
seam entirely, so you can lightly 
stuff the shape; then sew the open- 
ing closed. For small stockings, 
sweater ribbing makes a good top 
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edge. For ornaments and pot hold- 


ers, stitch a hanging loop between 
the layers. And for a tea cozy, make 
a lining of cotton fabric and add a 
layer of batting for insulation. 
The mouse is even easier to make 
because the sections aren’t pieced. 
Using the pattern at right, cut felt- 
ed wool to size; you'll need a 5- to 
7-in.-long piece of felted I-cord for 
the tail (see Threads No. 59, p. 76- 
77). Embroider eyes and ears, then 
sew the sections together secure- 
ly, anchoring the tail in back 
(acrylic yarn for sewing will with- 
stand more of the cat’s “affection”). 
If you want a bell inside the mouse, 
sew it inside a small fabric bag so 
that the catnip doesn’t muffle the 
sound. Wrap about 14 cup of catnip 
and the bell bag in scraps of poly- 
ester batting and stuff the mouse, 
then sew the opening closed. ¢® 


Terese Inverso grows her own catnip. 
Plants and catnip are available from Al- 
loway Gardens (456 Mud College Road, 
Littlestown, PA 17340; 717-359-4548). 





PATTERN FOR 
CATNIP 
MOUSE 


Embroider eyes and 
ears, add whiskers, 
then assemble with a 
simple overcast stitch. 





Side: cut two, 


Bottom 


Tail, 5 to 
7 in. 


.—— 4 in. ——] 


One square =1 in. 





2-Needle, 2/3/4/5 Thread Overlock Sewing Machine With 
Chain Stitch, Built-In Rolled Hemming And Differential Feed 


MO-654DE 
2-Needle, 2/3/4 Thread Overlock Sewing Machine With 
Built-In Rolled Hemming And Differential Feed 


) MO-654 
2-Needle, 2/3/4 Thread Overlock Sewing Machine With 
Built-In Rolled Hemming 


Juki’s new Pearl Line Sergers set the standard for 
classic quality in home sewing. With features such 
as built-in rolled hemming, adjustable stitch length, 
color-coded threading, a multi-purpose presser foot 
and adjustable knives, creating fine home 
furnishings and fashions has never been easier. The 
MO-654 and MO-654DE are 2/3/4 thread convertible 
machines, while the MO-655 offers 2/3/4/5 thread, 
and handles chain stitching with effortkess accuracy. 

Whether you are a beginner or expert sewer, 
Juki’s Pearl Line is designed to accommodate your 
particular needs, offering a full range of optional 
attachments to expand and enhance your sewing 
capabilities. 

If you are looking for classic quality at an 
affordable price, Juki’s Pearl Line Sergers are for you. 
Contact your local Juki Dealer for further features 
and a demonstration, and discover why Juki’s Pearl 
Line Sergers are the jewels of the industry. 
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CALIFORNIA DIVISION NEL HOWARD BETTY QUINELL OMEGA SEWMAC, INC. 
14518 Best Avenue Sales & Educational Consultant Sales & Educational Consultant 3445 Park Avenue 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 Home Serger Division Home Serger Division Montreal, Quebec H2X 2H6 


(310) 483-5355 (815) 625-4469 (214) 370-3675 (514) 842-8691 


=FASHION SEU! 


z BREAKTHROUGH 


A NEW HOW-TO VIDEO TAPE (A $29.95 VALUE) 
Yours ABSOLUTELY FREE! 


|"Give me a few hours of m Sounds Incredible but my 
your time & I'll give you a 5 “i| new methods will show 
Lifetime of Fitting - fr "A you how to... 

Free Creative Sewing pm . | e Copy any design of your choice in minutes . 


e Cut your sewing time in half. 
_ e Check all your standard patterns with sure 
Dusan's easy-to-follow sewing secrets. a tae | accuracy. 
->h S f e Never pleat or slash another pattern. 
e Fifty million American women sew, fi e Transfer Darts - Secret New Way to 
spending $5 billion -- half of their | Ua- Hundreds of Designs. 
money is wasted needlessly because i e See a custom fitted pattern made for a 
patterns don't fit. aX | member of the audience. 


e Professional looking, super fit every time. DUSAN MAKES IT EASY?! 


the originator of this ingenious 
approach to custom-fitted dressmaking. 


Make custom-fitted Dresses, Jackets, Blazers, tunics and even Pants 
for women, men, and children 


Learn Dusan's Unique Secret: 
How to make hundreds of designs with just one pre-fitted basic sloper pattern 


2 Great Opportunities --------->2 





J | want to learn the Magic Fit way to perfect-fitting clothing. Please send your free How-to instructional video. I've enclosed 
$7.45 to cover postage and handling. 


| I'm interested in starting or improving my custom sewing business. Please send a complete Consultant's Manual PLUS the 
Magic Fit 3-hour Video. I've enclosed $17.50. 


LIMITED SUPPLY ONLY - CALL NOW! NOW YOU CAN OWN IT! -FREE. 
1-800-477-6355 


If busy, or orders from Canada, please call 1-360-293-2688 


400,000 Have Seen Dusan's Presentation. 








All Fax 1-360-299-0383 orders Mailed same day!!! 


Custom Fitting MAGIC FIT DESIGNS 
| & P.O. Box 606 Anacortes, WA 98221 
i Designing C | enclosed my check for $7.45 
with Charge my VISA L] MC O 
DUSAN #: EXP: 
Name: 
Adaress: 
City: 
oT — Zip: 
Phone #: [ |- = 
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QuiltArt 


An international, juried 
exhibition o 
contemporary quilts. 
Nov. 2, 1996 thru 
Jan. 26, 1997 
San Diego 
Museum of history 
San Diego, CA 
Jurors: 

Penny McMorris 
David Walker 
Will Chandler 
Special Award: 
Quilts Japan Prize 
Courtesy of 
Nihon Vogue Co., Ltd. 
Entry Deadline: 
January 15, 1996 
For entry forms, send LSASE to; 
Quilt San Diego - Dept. T 
9747 Business Park Avenue, # 228 
San Diego, CA 92131-1653 


(=) CINEMA LEATHERS, INC. 


Tanners Agents and Distributors of Quality Leather 


BUY DIRECT 
Call or FAX Us 
for Color Swatches 


1663 Blake Ave. 
Los Angeles, CA. 90031 


cA cross stitch Y needlepoint ¥ antique samplers 


abrics 


MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR 


1996 
I LVve 
Needlework: 
Fair 
February 1-4, 1996 
Long Beach, California 


May 2-5, 1996 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


¥ Dozens of workshops in your 
favorite techniques. 


¥ Needlework Lover’s Market- 
place full of fabrics, fibers, 
tools, and other great supplies. 


¥ Exhibits and events make 
your weekends memorable. 


| For details and class registration brochure, 
send a long SASE (55¢) to the ILN Fair, 
Dept.T6, 836 B Southampton Rd., #285 
Benicia, CA 94510 


CÀ crazy quilts ¥ doll-making ¥ crochet ¥ tatting Y bobbin lace Y Christmas designs ¥ quilting ¥ knitting ¥ f 


pulled thread work ¥ silk ribbon embroidery | 


Garment Pig Suedes, Lamb Suedes, 
Lamb Skins, Cabrettas and Cowsides 


Phone (213) 222-0073 
FAX (213) 222-8221 


REDUCE EYE STRAIN 


MAGNIFIERS "FOR ALL THE WORLDTO SEE"™ 


VISOR SWINGS OUT OF WAY 
WHEN NOT IN USE! 


OPTICAL QUALITY ACRYLIC LENS 


LIGHTWEIGHT AND 
COMFORTABLE 
WORKS WELL WITH or WITHOUT 
PRESCRIPTION GLASSES 


REDUCES EYE STRAIN 


HANDS FREE HEAD MOUNTED 


2/2X AND 4X LENSES 
EASILY INTERCHANGEABLE 


A SLIP ON CUSHIONED HEAD 
BAND FITS ALL HEAD SIZES 


MAGNIFIER FOR 
QUILTING, SEWING OR AND 
CLOSE PRECISION WORK, 

CREATIVITY AND 

CRAFTSMANSHIP 


ADJUST FOCUS AND ENLARGE- 


MENT BY MOVING THE OBJECT 


MFD ENTERPRISES, Inc. / 222 Sidney Baker South, Ste. 205 / Kerrville, TX 78028 


DEALER INQUIRES WELCOME 
CALL 1-800-210-6662 





U.S. PATENT #359060 AND FOREIGN PATENTS PENDING È 
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CHAMPAGNE TASTE 
AND BEER POCKET BOOK? 


\ 2” High fashion 
Ivory microfiber 

jacket crafted 

by a master 

® tailor available 
completed plus 
black and white 
polka dot 

i fabric by the 
s yard. Wide 

~ selection of 
E. other 
E coordinating 
i fabrics will 
save you time 
and money in 
wardrobe 
planning. 


For information 
call 
1-800-340-0115 
5m or write 


Ne Gait Accompli 
10700 Sun Tree Cove 
Austin, Texas 78730 


wae Accompli 


PLEASE ENCLOSE A $20.00 CHECK 
OR MONEY ORDER FOR A ONE 
YEAR SUBSCRIPTION. U.S. ONLY. 


NAME 
STREET ADDRESS  — ss—s 
dT == a AA 
DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER > ts” 


PATTERN SIZE 


MAIL TO: 

FAIT ACCOMPLI 

MAIL ORDER DEPT. 
10700 SUNTREE COVE 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78730 
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Largest Collection 


Velvets, Chiffons, Prints, Satins, 
Suiting, and Much More. 





Our Low Prices Will Surprise You Th 
Free Brochure Call Toll Free at Silks! 
Join our SILK FABRIC CLUB-$20 annually | 252(T) State Street * Los Altos, CA 94022 


; (800) PS SILK © (800) 221-SILK in Calif. 
COMPLETE SAMPLE SET $20 Deposit Tel: (415) 948-8611 * Fax: (415) 948-3426 
Over 400 samples PLUS A FREE SILK SCARF i i 
CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD SALES TAX , Specials for Stores, Artists, Dressmakers 


BEADS è BEADS è BEADS 


The World's Largest Selection of Beads 


FULL COLOR CATALOG 


OVER 2000 BEADS IN FULL COLOR 
RETAIL — WHOLESALE — DISTRIBUTOR PRICES 


FOR YOUR 108 PAGE CATALOG SEND $4 TO: 


hipwreck Beads 


OPEN7 DAYS (360) 754-BEAD (2323) f 
TET Westmoor CiS. W, Dept TH 


E ea ce 


The Shirt Tail Vest 
$8.00 


Retail (Include $1.00 for Shipping and Handling) 


Ghee 


2620 Centenary Blvd., #2-250 
Shreveport, LA 71104 


(318)226-1701 
FAX 318-226-1781 
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"| haven't had 
that much fun 
since | went to 
Disneyland!” 


Linda Norman 


Scotts Valley, CA 


You can have that 
much fun too!! 


Linda went to the 
In Stitches/"Make It 
Myself" Conference and Show 
in 
San Jose, CAand now it's coming 
to a location near you: 


I 
k Vancouver, B.C. 
N Sept. 14 to 16 


Chicago, IL 
Sept. 22 to 24 


Cleveland, OH 


= Sept. 28 to 30 
Don't Miss It! 


Spring 1996 Shows Include: 
San Diego, CA; Toledo, OH; 
San Jose, CA; 
Arlington, TX; Atlanta, GA 
and Philadelphia, PA 








The ULTIMATE sewing, eae 


needlework and crafts experience! 


Over 50 different seminar topics by 
Celebrity Speakers.. Vendor 
Marketplace... FREE Fashion "Trunk" 
Shows and Demos... Hands-On 
Sewing & Craft Workshops... 
and much, much more!! 


Call fora free brochure 


1-800-GO-TO-SEW 


(1-800-468-6739) 
Or write to In Stitches/"Make It Myself" 
PO. Box 8014 — #42TM, 
Blaine, WA 98231-8014 


DON'T MISS IT! 


Can't make it to the Show? 
Order your 2 1/2 hour "Sew With The 
Pros" video. ideal for beginners and 
returning sewers. $29.95, incl. S/H. 
To order call 1-800-468-6739 


| ’ 


FREE VIDEO DEMOS & LESSONS/UPS PICKUP & bhai 


“IT'S NOT A SIM TO SAVE MONEY | & TAXES" a ad 
FAX |-504-92)-1261 -MAL f 504-923. cee 


ORDER 1-800-SEWSERG (739-7374) 


E =VIDEO AVAIL V = INCL D =DEMO, R=REFURB, | }=SAME AS 


4 & 5 THREAD DIFFERENTIAL FEED SERGERS $279-S599 UP 

E SIMPLICITY 804D-Freeanm 279 /4390 EXP.Buit in RolledHem $394 
E WHITE-S299D/SL34DW $379/7340WS399V/834DW(6FI)S429V 
E NELCO 928A ByMimo Seiki Jopan(PFAFF 776) Jopan 7FtS379 
CI SIMPLICITYB900K(BLE380K)OTS, Kneelilt,Jop.S499 /SLEBODSI99¥ 
CO SINGER 14244V00354Vord 54 4ThreadFreearmJapan S399V | 
E JUKI 634D€V JAPAN Aa aae T oa SA 655 ved l 
SINGER 14U 2855F S95 Computes (Pion 4i 

Ea ELNA PioS [ E 706 704 424 OSE Mo 

EMBROIDERY, CRAFT & PROFESSIONAL MACHINES zi uP 





E fone /tmb. Atucha? TY 
| E TOYOTA POEM 4"IBM Husky rom & Na ‘$1499 Wi IG jl 
| E BROTHERPE!O0( a sega 599V Cads79 SeonnerS7 94 
C BROTHER PC7500 Emb&Sew/'3 Cords& Serger Cutter S2799V | 
E MELCO Portable EP) Premier 5 x? Dankans Option57 499V 
|0 INi NISTHICH 05 | UUG->307/{ ener! A ty Sao RSTI 
E QUILT MACH 6 i : Kio RENQUILT A-1 AMERILAN-ULT Witt 
| OHNSON Ruffin Machi iret i i 
$399 


Smm COVERSTITCH Hemmer?Needle top st SEROS under 
THOMPSON PW301 Walkin footie a w/ tose ot 
Alar wht Noth ae j 579 ale f 


EUL Al, oF CO NSE nas 
f hn F F ODF, H Loe 7 908, 7 PIN 1000 i 


a 5550 $999 2416 5 Thread Auto oF Sergerw/ sand 1999 


5 P, inhi Al lel i AThra f eige HNA ; 10 4 
HW CONSEWS 1999 TACSEWS 1299) JUKIZ4 1S1699 156352199 
"SINGER BEATS BROTHER PRICES & FEATURES” 
E QUANTUM XLCXLLE-9900,6268,2010,2001,2000, 1200 
9240 QuatwmS449/9217-|step Button Hole Auto Bobbin ed 
4622 1-STEP BUTTON HOLE 22 Stitches, SergStitch SZYN. $ 
9432E or 9022E 22 Stitch de Bunton Hole Freeorm SrA 
9410 Auto Tension or 9420-10 stitch, Button Hole, Freeorm $249 
School 9015 FREEARM or 4325 FLATBED 6Stitch, Button Hole Ns 
S808E 4Utility4Stretch Stitch Buttonhole, FARM3N 
ORNATEBlackStrai sighi StitchHeod$49/ 5CHS99 /Treodle ch ti 
2210rig FEATHERWEIGHTS499 /'Re 324-$165/1005179 


| hee ELNA, NEW HOME, ere VIKING, WHITE 


a) 1 7A0 130 109 | 1A TAN if] gaf) a HASI ji 


WHITE 00Camputer $849/ 599 20 Yr War erg ot. S199 
Wik WF | FOU ES ba fh ay Pre | 
PEIN 900,800 7000500 ig U Lotus Hebert L 
RICCAR? Ié Quilter’s Fri ib. 14 Stitch Button Hole FARM 

ra bench 495085) 59 9150 5197 EFEN 05249 5.660007 539 


b T: Pe f 
fit ATONA SHEO hessMacerd 


| or ji eehos) 
Sew w ieMOCUiteber bel ordesty ate 1990 cord 
, jj l tA USA 


MAN ckoder 


HORNIOITEI0 $599) 56 5549, fi $649, 75 Sh99 i J SIW 3675 
Commercol 24°48" od). height (22°-32") Wood F $99 
RowenioDE) 9539/DE46549,/DEI757 5/ DEB7S79/ DE ae 
El SINGER SteamPRESSCSPS.279 /MSP7 $ 249 /MSPBS379 /ELNAS799 
SUSSMAN 3Lb S199/Super4ib$249/ Aquabold $449/MP80-S119 
Professional’ FY STEAMER 2 J? of 49 Wh $229/; 14 5259 U. U SA 
“Df ; unt j e : ig 
DRESSFORMS erst Ia ares $109) eae SALAH 
obi | P 


FAST TO 
; 
hie di) y 


EISINGER: STUDIO 860 890 B40 +50RS999/ EC 1$549/ PEIS379 
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| WHY PAY RETAIL? WE MATCH PRICES! 
Wl Drand J lisecunt Jaw (v Jory ( Mi, 


MAIL: 9789 Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70815 | 


ORDER 1-800-739-7374 /1NFO 504-973-128 1) HELP LINE 9 5 
We Ship tock | text Day - To Arrive In | - é Doys From Dote of Order} 
Or Dote OF Shipment UPS /Charge COD NO TAX NO LA NO MS 
"WE SERVICE WHAT WE SELL & FIX iT RIGHT” 


etd FREE SEWING VIDEO 


AMERICAS’ #1 SEWING SEMINARS 
<“PERFECT-FIT PANTS” Video 


WITH THE PURCHASE OF 


| |“BLAZERS MADE EASY” Video 


e Methods applicable to other garments ° 
Presented by - Janet Stahl 


President of the ie Fashion pene Inistute” 


While 
Apply lasti | 


. I now ) have å 
. Ingrid M. N.Y. 





Your simplified techniques are truly amazin 
wardrobe that looks expensive & fits beautifu ly 


This $29.95 VHS video cartrage con- 
tains the complete “Blazer” & “Pants” 
seminars you may have attended at 
House of Fabrics, Fabric Land, Jo Ann 
Fabrics/Cloth World/New York Fabrics, 
North West Fabrics, Beverly Fabrics, 
Hancock Fabrics, Minnesota Fabrics 
etc. 

To order “Blazers Made Easy” video, 
which includes the “Perfict-Fit Pants” 
seminar video send check or MO for 
$29.95 + $5.00 S&H to; Janet Stahl- 
P.O. Box 27035 - Concord, CA 
94527 


| Eve Body is Different 


- | take you precisely 
step-by-step from start 
to finish using easy, in- 
novative, short-cut 
methods for a fashion- 
able wardrobe-that will 
fit & flatter your figure 
to make you look your 


best. “Janet Stahl” 


“T’ll never set foot 
n" + 9 ER.. 99 
in Fishman’s again. 


Tanya Bennett 
Mail Order Customer 


Some of our most satisfied customers never come 
back. Because with our toll free number, you can 
sample the world’s most exclusive designer woolens, 
silks, linens, velvets and cottons without ever 
leaving your home. Just give us a call, and 
we'll send out your specific sample request. Of 
course, that doesn’t mean you can’t stop in sometime. 


Go Ahead, Make Something Of It. 


1101-43 South Desplaines Street Chicago, IL 60607 1-800-648-5161 
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Calendar 


Here’s a roundup 
of upcoming events 
of interest. Listings 
are free but must 
have international, 
national, or 
multistate appeal, 
as well as dates, 
deadlines, full 
addresses, and 
phone number. 
The deadline for 
the Feb./March ’96 
issue is Nov. 10. 
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EXHIBITS 


Arizona 

Joan Rapp Gallery. Japanese Textiles for 
the Body, Oct. 1-30. 4222 N. Marshall 
Way, Scottsdale. 

Mesa Arts Center. Fyberspace, fiber art, 
till Oct. 7. Galeria Mesa, 155 North 
Center, Mesa. 


California 

American Museum of Quilts & Tex- 
tiles. Contemporary art quilts, till Nov. 
4.54 W. Santa Clara St., San Jose. 
Craft & Folk Art Museum. Textiles of the 
Ryukyu Kingdom, Nov. 10, ’95 -Jan 14, 
06. 5814 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles. 
Los Angeles County Museum of Art. 
Couture designs of Gilbert Adrian, till 
Jan 7, 96. 5905 Wilshire Blvd, L.A. 
Thimblecreek Quilt Gallery. Contem- 
porary quilts, till Nov. 15. 1536 Newell 
Ave., Walnut Creek. 


Colorado 

Loveland Museum/Gallery. Contempo- 
rary Beads & Beadwork, till Nov. 22. 
5th & Lincoln, Loveland. 


Florida 

American Institute of Architects Gallery. 
Architectural art quilts, Oct. 3-Nov. 30. 
800 Douglas Entrance, Suite 119, Coral 
Gables. 


Georgia 

Creative Arts Guild. Fiber-arts exhibi- 
tion, till Nov. 3. Creative Arts Guild, 
520 W. Waugh St., Dalton. 


Indiana 

Indianapolis Museum of Art. Diane It- 
ter: A Retrospective, Oct. 29 ’95-Jan. 21, 
96.1200 W. 38th St., Indianapolis. 


Kentucky 

Museum of the American Quilter’s So- 
ciety. Quilts from Collection of M. Tuska, 
till Dec. 30; Quilts of Anna Williams, till 
Jan. 1, 96; ongoing collections. 215 
Jefferson St., Paducah. 


Maryland 

G Street Fabrics. Quilts by Lee Porter 
& Dinie Nash, till Nov 2. 11854 
Rockville Pike, Rockville. 


Massachusetts 

Peabody Essex Museum. Japanese folk 
art, till Nov. 26. East India Square, 
Salem. 


Michigan 

University of Michigan Museum of Art. 
Contemporary quilts, Oct. 14-Dec 10. 
525 S. State St., Ann Arbor. 


New York 

Brooklyn Museum. A Slice of Schiap- 
parelli: Surrealism in Fashion, Oct. 20, 
'’95-March 24, 96. 200 Eastern Pkwy., 
Brooklyn. 

Museum of the City of New York. Ladies 
Mile: Emporia & Entertainments, cos- 
tumes & accessories, till Dec. 31. 1220 
Fifth Ave., New York City. 


North Carolina 

Blue Spiral 1. Honoring 20 Years of Fib- 
erarts Magazine, Nov. 1/-Dec. 30. 38 
Biltmore Ave., Asheville. 

Southeastern Center for Contemporary 
Art. Contemporary Fiber, Oct. 21, ’95- 
Jan. 21, 96. 750 Marguerite Dr., Win- 
ston-Salem. 


Pennsylvania 

Washington Crossing Park. Fiber Ex- 
pressions, handwoven articles & fiber 
art, Nov. 16-19. Memorial Bldg., Wash- 
ington Crossing Historic Park, Wash- 
ington Crossing. 


Tennessee 

Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts. 
Art quilts, Oct. 12-Dec. 15. 556 Park- 
way, Gatlinburg. 


Virginia 
Oatlands Plantation. Needlework ex- 
hibit, Oct. 27-Nov. 5. Rte. 2, Leesburg. 


Washington, D.C. 

Daughters of the American Revolution 
Museum. Classical Quilts, till Oct. 15. 
1776 D St NW. 

Renwick Gallery. Nancy Crowe: Impro- 
visational Quilts, till Dec. 31. 17th St. & 
Pennsylvania Ave. 

Textile Museum. Visual relationships 
among rugs & textiles, till Jan. 7, °96; 
Quilt National: Innovation & Impact, 
Sept. 29, ’95-March 3, 96. 2320 S. St. 
NW. 


Wisconsin 

John Michael Kohler Arts Center. Con- 
ceptual Textiles, Sept. 22, ’95-Jan. 6, 96. 
608 New York Ave., Sheboygan. 


Canada 

Museum for Textiles. Canadian Mace- 
donian costumes & textiles, till Oct. 
15. 55 Centre Ave., Toronto, Ontario. 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


Creative Sewing & Needleart Expo. Ex- 
poMart, Monroeville, PA, Oct. 20-22. 
Joyce Perhac, PO Box 369, Monroeville, 
PA 15146: (412) 325-1878. 

Fall Colors . . . Fiber, Fashion, & Fun. 
All fiber & needle arts. Fashion shows, 
exhibits, vendors. Marin Center, San 
Rafeal, CA, Oct. 21-22. Quilici/Fay 
Prod., 85 Liberty Ship Way, Suite 104, 
Sausalito, CA 94965; (415) 331-5324. 
Quilter’s Cabin Inspiration 95. Work- 
shops, fashion show, etc. Calgary, AB, 
Canada, Oct. 20-22. Quilter’s Cabin, 
Willow Park Village, 118-10816, Mac- 
Cleod Tr. S, Calgary, AB T2J 5N8, Cana- 
da; (403) 278-4433. 

Quilters Gathering. Workshops, ex- 
hibits, lectures. Westford, MA, Nov. 2- 
5. 78¢ SASE to Eastcoast Quilters Al- 
liance, PO Box 711, Westford, MA 
01886; (508) 256-2672. 


TOURS 


Autumn Belgium Lace. Bobbin lace & 
needle lace in Brugge, Belgium, Nov. 24- 
Dec. 2. Deadline Oct. 24. Point Ground, 
124 W. Irvington Pl, Denver, CO 
80223 (9037 (2275557. 


WORKSHOPS 


Brookfield Craft Center. Natural dyes, 
Sept. 30-Oct. 1; amulet beaded bags, 
Oct. 7-8; rug hooking, Oct. 14-15; bead- 
ing, Oct. 28-28, PO Box 122, Rte: 25, 
Brookfield, CT 06804; (203) 775-4526. 
Southwest Craft Center. Fibers, surface 
design, Oct., Nov. & Dec. 300 Augusta, 
San Antonio, TX 78205; (210) 224- 
1848. 

Professional Association of Custom 
Clothiers. Sewing retreat, intermediate 
to advanced. Portland, OR, Oct. 5-8. 
Ruth Dieringer, 13192 Kuehn Rd., Mil- 
waukie, OR 97222; (503) 654-8068. 


Melco Success Stories 












A profitable home business delivers many 
rewards to Annette’s Custom Embroidery. 


As Wellsburg, WV celebrated its bicentennial, Annette Myers celebrated the launch 
of her own embroidery business, Annette’s Custom Embroidery. Annette started her 
business in her home with Melco’s Premier/EP1 system. “I liked the fact the Premier is 
portable and can be set up easily.” Six months later she purchased a second EP1 to 
keep up with production demand. Business quickly took off when she bought the 
rights to the contest-winning bicentennial design. “I set up a table where the riverboats 
dock and sold 350-400 shirts with the design embroidered on them” Now, four years 
later, most of her business comes through word-of-mouth. “The Premier is definitely 
worth the investmentit has paid for itself each month.” 

Annette derives the greatest satisfaction by what she can do creatively with the 
machine.” The capabilitiy to compete with the bigger machine is there (in the Premier/ 
EP1), you just have to take the time to be creative with it. | like to stretch its capabilities. ” 
With primary accounts tied to school organizations and local tourist attractions, 
Annette plans to expand her services and market additional corporate accounts. 

For more information on how you can become a “Melco Success Story”, call: 
1-800-366-3526 or 303-457-1234. Fax: 303-252-0508. 
Financing plans are available. 
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Candlewick Pillow Kit 


Bring the timeless craft 
of candlewicking to 
life with three simple 
eee: panes 


German Solingen 
Rose Handle Scissors 
Gold platedhandles,6" 
$48. Please include $3 


shppg. FL residents 
please add6% 


sales tax. ay ee A 
Visa/MC orders: =) 
1(800)622-2646 = s 
Colour catalogue es | 
of needletools, Ate Í Simply * 
counted cross ac elegant 
stitch, linen a with = 
& cifts $5 orienta 
gifts $ influence. 
Multi-sized 
T 4-22 


Just Pockets 





PAA 3 4 | #311 
14x14” ni kit includes one ai k 
unbleached muslin for pillow (front and 
back}. The design is silk-screened on the 
fabric. Also includes needle, thread and $12 ea. 
detailed instructions. : or 2 for $20 p.p. 


KIT# A210 - $24.00 U.S. (includes shipping) : Mail to: 


(NY fie mustadd state salps tax) a . 
Lois Ericson: 


check or money ard 
HH DESIGNS PO Box 183, Dept. B, Pee chester, NY 10709 

P.O. Box 5222 
Salem, OR 97304 


Post Office Box 3060 
Stuart, FL 34995 





FOR CLOTHES THAT FIT 





é 
K | ( K DRESS 
RITE 
AÀ y FORMS 
‘ed ¢ e 3817 N. PULASKI 
CHICAGO, IL 
60641 


“WE IMPORT DIRECT” 
INCREDIBLE COLOR SELECTION 


(312) 588-5761 
FAX 588-4456 





PROFESSIONAL 
MODEL 





Jacquard Crepe 36" ............... $15.95yd. Crepe de Chine 45" .............. $13.95 yd. 

YaKiang Tussah 54" Heavy .......... $19.95 yd. Crepe de Chine Prints 45" ......... $16.95 yd. > 

Pearl Crepe Jacquard 45"........... $15.95 yd. Satin Stripes 45"... .. $18.95 yd. cu 

Silk Georgette Chiffon 44°/45"..... 2... $ 9.95 yd. Metallic Stripe Chiffon 45" .......... $19.95 yd. fF r 

China SkA e a ee $6.95 yd. Charmeuse 194mm 45" .......... $17.95 yd. PEJ if 

Silk Noil 35°/36" oo... cece eevee $6.95 yd. Jacquard Charmeuse 45" ......... $18.95 yd. ALL SIZES a Í 
| Spun 35"/36" -aaa $10.95 yd.  Silk/Rayon Velvet 45" ............ $19.95 yd. ALL SHAPES 

Taffeta u... 48" $19.95 yd/36" $16.95 yd. Silk Knit Jersey, Tubular .......... $19.95 yd. MALE & FEMALE ; 

Silk SAUNAS” piace ee ans es $13.95 yd. 100% Wool Crepe 58" (Colors) ..... $18.95 yd. . 

Palace Brocade..... 36" $9.95 yd./45" $12.95 yd. 100% Wool Gabardine 58" (Colors) . .$18.95 yd. \ 

100% Linen 32°/36"............... $10.95 yd. Dupionni 48"(Hand Woven/Dyed) .. .$18.95 yd. = 

Silk Peau de Soie . . .30" $15.95 yd./45°$22.95 yd. Silk Crepe, 4Ply,45" ......00..... $29.95 yd. BEST INDUSTRIAL | 

54" SQ. HAND EMBROIDERED SILK SHAWLS IN BLACK OR WHITE AND MUCH MORE Seti gia 
SAMPLE DEPOSIT $1 PER TYPE PROFILE 
Prices Subject to Change Without Notice PRICE 





8377 BEVERLY BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 
(213) 651-2323 


VISITORS WELCOME 


CALENDARS ~- AQS 


American Quilters Society 1996 Wall Calendar 


You won't find more beautiful quilts featured 
anywhere! This monthly wall calendar presents 


CUSTOM FORMS UPON REQUEST 


BANNER 
FABRIC 





13 award-winning quilts for your enjoyment, | = 

including the 1995 AQS Best of Show quilt Ap p | I q u e Yo u r Own 
“Migration # 2” by Caryl Fallert. Have a C € | 

different award-winning quilt hanging on your re d ti 0 n - 


wall every month of the year! 
26 pages. 11" x 22". #3996 (ISBN: 0-89145-852-2)......$8.95 






40 Colors UV Treated 
200 Denier 60” Width 



















Different color on sale each month 


~ Kite Studio 
800-KITE-991 610-395-3560 


555 Hamilton Boulevard 
_Wescosville, PA 18106 


Call to receive a free catalog or send 
$1.00 to receive a 40 color swatch card 


Mail order supplier of all fabrics, 





Quilt Art '96 
edited by Klaudeen Hansen 
and Annette Riddle 


Every year Annette and Klaudeen select quilts from 
promising quilt artists that are compiled into this 
beautiful calendar for quilt enthusiasts everywhere. 
Enjoy your personal exhibit they have prepared for you 


112 pages. 7" x 9". #3845 (ISBN: 0-89145-853-0) ......... $9.95 














American Quilter’s Society IN 1-800-626-5420 = notions and hardware for kites, | 
z wT, When Using . l 
P. O. Box 3290 « Dept. THO Visa & MasterCard banners and windsocks! | 


Paducah, KY 42002-3290 


84 THREADS 


ORIGINAL 
SEWING & CRAFT | 
Ev Xv PvYO 


TM 


Where tunovallow mails imaginin 


Sewing (Quilting 
Needlework « ( ralis 


information, 
to register, or for 
a “FREE Expo brochure. 


Washington, D.C. 


(Reston, VA) 
Oct. 13-14-15, 1995 


Baltimore, MD 


(Ellicott City) 
Oct. 17 & 18, 1995 


Orlando, FL 
Oct. 26-27-28, 1995 





S ring ‘96: Columbus, OH 
ansas, MO; Raleigh, NC 


VIKING TONN 


VIKING JO AND CRAFTS 








| All T Want... 
is A Pattern That Fits 





Unique Patterns Design Limited now offers the solution with custom fit patterns. It's simple ... 
your measurements are kept on our computer. When you order a pattern from us, we make it just 
for you. Offering over 100 classic styles, each pattern is coded with a symbol to identify both the 

@ sewing level and figure type. We take the guess work out of sewing. 


—_——s—e eee 


NOTIONS 


Updated catalog of TIRE line 
silk threads + new line of 
white silk notions. Woven and 
bias-cut ribbon, pre-assembled 
roses, silk dyes/paints, dye 
tools and more. $1.00 


“DYEING IN A TEACUP” 
by Maggie Backman 
Instruction booklet for easy 
“coloring of silk notions” with 
VISIONART instant set silk 
dyes. $9.95 


OR 


“Dyeing in a Teacup Kit” 

booklet + the silk notions, 

dyes/paints, tools needed to 
| master silk coloring. 


$35.00 


JAPANESE 


CS 9805 NE 116TH Suite 7160 
ns Kirkland, WA 98034 
(3 st) (206) 821-2287 
Fax (206) 823-4907 


Now Introducing Home Measuring Kits! 
Convenience and custom fit ... 


For more information or retail inquiries please call: 





perfect companions. 


6 
1-800-543--sew 






Worcester <_< 
Center for Crafts 


FIBER STUDIO 







ON-GOING 
10 & 5 WEEK COURSES 
9/11/95 - 2/9/96 


RKSHOPS 
10” MELON BASKETS 
SEPTEMBER 30 
WENDY JENSEN 


NANTUCKET BASKETS 
OCTOBER 21&28 
LAURA RAFF 


PEYOTE STITCH BEADED 
POUCHES 
OCTOBER 21 & 22 
JUDITH SPARK-PALMER 


SCRAP QUILTS 
NOVEMBER 18 
NANCY HALPERN 


Call for catalog & registration info: 
508 - 753 - 8183 


25 Sagamore Rd., Worcester, MA 01605 
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Great sewn clothes begin with 





ideas and techniques. 





Beyond the Pattern: 
Great Sewing 
Techniques for Clothing 
Put quality into everything 
you make. This brand-new 
collection from Threads shows 
you how to make seams flat, 
hems invisible, facings hidden 
and stitches straight. Learn 
basic applications like inserting 
perfect zippers, taming bias, 
serging and binding, and new 
tricks for draping, shaping 

and pinning. Whether you're a 


beginner or an expert, your sewing Best Buy! Save when you buy both 
skills will take off. books: $29.95, ITEM 07A240 


SOFTCOVER, COLOR, 96 PAGES, 80 PHOTOS, 
35 DRAWINGS, ITEM 070227, $15.95 


Couture Sewing Techniques 

by Claire B. Shaeffer 

Explore the couturier techniques that make 
the difference between well-made, well-fitting 
garments and “off-the-rack” clothing. You'll 
learn every step of the process from hand 


stitching to making perfect pleats. 


HARDCOVER, COLOR, 224 PAGES, 104 PHOTOS, 131 DRAWINGS, 
ITEM 070129, $39.95 


Shirtmaking 

Developing Skills for Fine Sewing 

by David Page Coffin 

David Coffin’s book and video help you to 
create elegant, custom-fitted blouses and shirts 


using techniques any sewer can master. Spiker Akl Te 


THE BOOK: HARDCOVER, COLOR, 192 PAGES, 50 PHOTOS, PrEeCH NES 
153 DRAWINGS, ITEM 070156, $29.95 | aa 


THE VIDEO: 45 MINUTES, ITEM 060083, $34.95 


Save $14.95 when you buy the Shirtmakingbook 
and video set: $49.95, ITEM 07A227 





Other books from Threads magazine: 


Jackets, Coats and Suits 


SOFTCOVER, COLOR, 96 PAGES, 146 PHOTOS AND DRAWINGS, 
ITEM 070178, $15.95 


Fit and Fabric 


SOFTCOVER, COLOR, 128 PAGES, 144 PHOTOS, 71 DRAWINGS, 
ITEM 070130, $17.95 


Great Sewn Clothes 


SOFTCOVER, COLOR, 128 PAGES, 139 PHOTOS, 54 DRAWINGS, 
ITEM 070131, $17.95 


Best Buy! Save when you order Fit and Fabric and 
Great Sewn Clothes: $29.95, ITEM 07A191 






— 
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Distinctive Details: 
| Great Embellishment 
l Techniques for Clothing 
Add a personal touch to 
= everything you sew with great 
~ design ideas and practical 
_ techniques from Threads. 
Experts show you step-by-step 
instructions for layering 
| transparent fabrics, duplicating 
= | heirloom hand sewing, 
reproducing French hand 
stitching, decorative beading and 
more. Discover new ways to adorn 
all your creations, from snazzy party 
dresses to classic tailored jackets. 


SOFTCOVER, COLOR, 96 PAGES, 123 PHOTOS, 
34 DRAWINGS, ITEM 070228, $15.95 








i 


Fitting Your Figure 

Discover easy ways to take accurate body 
measurements, make your own dress form and 
adjust your sewing patterns so the clothes you 
make will fit beautifully. This book from 
Threads is an essential tool that’s chock-full of 


methods to make fitting your figure easier. 


SOFTCOVER, COLOR, 96 PAGES, 173 PHOTOS AND DRAWINGS, 
ITEM 070213, $15.95 


Techniques for Casual Clothes 

This volume of articles from Threads explains 
how to create stylish, casual clothes that are fun 
to make and easy to wear. You'll find a variety 
of techniques for vests, shirts, skirts, jackets, 


coats—even jeans and stretchy activewear. 
SOFTCOVER, COLOR, 96 PAGES, 173 PHOTOS AND DRAWINGS, 


wee ITEM 070199, $15.95 


Order your Threads books today! 


m Call toll free 1-800-888-8286. 
Ask for operator 172 and use 
your credit card. 


8 Or fill out the attached order form. 


Taunton 


BOOKS & VIDEOS 


for fellow enthusiasts 






BLUEPRINTS - PRINTABLES EF 


BLUEPRINTS: DESIGN & PRINT, Yardage, Kits, Sweat Shirts & Tee's E 
for Contemporary Cyanotype 


PRINTABLES: S 
Clothing and Accessory Blanks | ] 
Made m USA. 


Real Clothes - not Sweats & Tee's designed for fiber artists. — á 
© 1 Sizes you want: XS - XXL, classic styles to mix & match. (f 
B 2. Fabric you need: silks, rayon, cotton. 

@ 3. Accessories you want: earrings, ties, scarves & clips — 


aprons, handbags, silk bias & silk thread, ete. e S 


G 4. Yardage C2 - -$ 
= j 


| Send $3.00 for catalog with fabric samples. 1504 Industrial Way #7 Belmont, CA 94002 
Orders only 1-800-356-0445 Fax: 1-415-594-0936 
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~A cally new ae 
Cut sewing time in half and produce a superior garment. A boon to 


all who love sewing. See how you can benefit with greater speeds 
and indispensibie trade techniques for sewing related businesses. 


With our videos, attend a professional sewing 
school in your own home! Learn bow easy a 
system can be that willrevolutionize your sewing 
= techniques, resulting in a higher quality product! 
Margaret Islander, z - 
a leading authority on EASY ORDER: 1-800-944-0213 
“Today’s Sewing” For information or a free brochure, call or write 
Founder, Islander School o ISLANDER SCHOOL OF FASHION ARTS, INC. 


Fashion Arts. As seen on TV, Sew : =e mr) 470). 2 
News, Vogue, Butterick, etc. P.O. Box 66 e Grants Pass, OR 97520 © (503) 479-3906 





ATTENTION: Qui e 


We mailorder quilting supplies & offer a wide range of 100% 
cotton fabric. 

® Authentic African & Japanese cottons 

® Sulky Rayon & Metallic Threads and Silk Ribbon 

® Over 300 quilt related and sewing books 

® Patterns 

® Quilting & sewing notions. 

For a catalog & fabric swatches, send $8.00. Receive $5.00 off first 


order. 
dhe Cotton Patch 


1025 Brown Avenue, Dept. ON1 
Lafayette, Ca. 94549 
800-835-4418 


Classes Weekend 5-Day 7-Day 
e Weaving è Quilting ¢ Spinning 
e Dyeing @ Papermaking 


s Suface Desen s Kniine gee =~ FEBRUARY 29; MARCH 1, 2 & 3, 1996 


e Basket Making œ Felting he : hi : 
e Rug Making * Garment Making É- E gay OE Western Washington Fairgrounds, Puyallup, Washington 


e Beadwork & much more 


30 Professional Teachers 
Over 50 Classes DAT Ma~ a : = Ff 
Dormitory housing available | ah , a pay 2 


School Brochure - Free 


Write or phone today! 
SIEVERS 


Presented by: WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION in PIERCE COUNTY 


Washing X doolo F et Arts 
Washington Island, WI 54246 A [| vi i Fxrension programs and employment are dv ARY to all without descrunmaton 


414/847-2264 uide once of noncompliance may be reported through your loc al | ooperaive Extension office 
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There’s 
Money In It! 


Call for free 
information 
on how our 
programs 
can make 
you money. 





_ Whether 

| youre a 
professional 
sewer, mago consultant, or just 
someone who likes fashion, our 
computerized style analysis 
software Your Ideal 
Silhouette for women and Suit 
Yourself for men can help you 
start a new business or add to 
an existing one! 





All you needis a computer and 
we ll do the rest. 


Ideal Image 


from Meridian Education 


(800) 727-5507 





Oregon Rain 
has you 


covered 
#196 $8.00 
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Sew _ a -2 with 
‘Stretch A 


cal 800-547-7717 


For the store nearest you / ee 





or mail order information. ©1995 Stretch & ii Inc/All rightaFeeenved 
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Craft Design has never been easier! 
Cochenille Design Studio 


„the innovator of Design Software & aids 
P.O, Box 4276-T, Encinitas, CA ae 
(619) 259-1698 


EA 
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WOT TWT E A BOC 9S 





New!!! .. 
- Stitch Painter, version 2.0 
7 Mac &PC windows (for all gridded crafts) Se 


‘ Garment Styler (for garment and 
sweater design) 
- Quilt Software 
Other Products.... 
- Stitch Editor for PC and Amiga 
* Style &Chart shaping software 
- Bit Knitter knitting machine link 
‘Design Libraries of Clip Art disks 


Designer Aids 

- Garment templates 

- yarn Inventory cards 

plus other aids 

New Books 

‘ Hand Scanning 

` Drawing & Illustrat- 

ing Garments 

- Designing Repeat 
Patterns 

seamen 5 Avallable 

1,00 















| Weave, spin, quilt, tat, sew, knit 
& crochet with great teachers 
all day. Then sing & dance to 

Į fiddles & banjos on a mountain 
farm that has been one of the 
world's most unusual 
schools since 1925. 


1-800- 
FOLK SCH 


JOHN Ç. 


FULL FACTORY WARRANTY 


SINGER ‘ur evectronic & oTHER MODELS a 
You Save Up to NEWMACHINES mke 
we ~~ $900% MACHINES | XE 
CALL FOR MODELS AVAILABLE | 
SINGER $- 800-042-4050 ’N SWEEP, INC. = 


PRE TALE 


8814 Ogden Ave. Brookfield, Illinois 60513 





NEW PORTABLE COMPACT BLINDSTITCH MACHINE 


Special Introductory offer: $598 (+ ups s/h) 
Regular Retail: $799 
J Buy From Factory Distributor and Save 


vy $200 Savings Solid Stee! Construction 
V Easy to Operate 

/ Compact size fits small spaces 

V Attaches to any table 

Y Full Factory Warrantee 

Y ALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 











CM-500 Dealer inquires welcome 
GOLDBLATT CUT RATE INDUSTRIAL DIST. 
1511 Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, IL 60622 
Telephone: 800-356-1784 In IL: 312-486-1779 Fax: 312-486-2665 | 





EXHIBITION PLACE, TORONTO \ 


MLAS 
auTomotivt puitu 


T 


MON 1OAM GPM 


WORLD'S LARGEST 
EVENT OF ITS KIND RETURNS... 
FOR THE 8TH SPECTACULAR YEAR! 


EXPERIENCE... ENJOY... 
| © OVER 400 EXCITING EXHIBITS @ Meeting Favorite Authors & TV Stars 
roams SESAME TAR @ HUNDREDS OF HOW-TO DEMOS @ Feeling Fabulous Fibres 

BY AUTHOR. et @ MAKE & TAKE PROJECTS @ Bu ing the newest products, hard 
e David Coffin |! adobe imorodery | @ FABULOUS FASHION SHOWS to find products, products you con't 
e Rosemary Drysiid's jenmque®) | @CANADA QUILTS QUILTING CLINIC 

Sue Housman i i. ST © MUSEUM FOR TEXTILES Hooked Mats Display 
o Cecelia Podolot eT Gow ng) | @ NEEDLEARTS CLINIC 

a pe dee | @ PRIZES & much, much more... 
e jo shorp “s 


INY MORE! | 
MTh m™ | CRAFTS gus 
j aij 4 | 
(905) 470- E oade Tore DISCOVERY ZONE 
of EO “Creative Sewing and Needlework Festival and its design are registered trademarks of 
international Showcase Associates Inc., 2900 John St.. Suite 200, Markham, Ontario L3R 5G3 CANADA 


+ aT GL] N 
rāi NOON gP 5A SU 


Ovar 80 Different Prasanta" 
: copes 2 TW 5 


resist 


DISCOVER... 

Sewing, Knitting, Crofts, Home Dec, 
Quilting, Spinning, Weaving, Needle- 
point, Embroidery, Petit-Point, Cross- 
Stitch, Crocheting, Smocking, 
Stenciling, Rug Hosking & more. 


3 AN 
Discover EGA 
~The Embroiderers’ Guild of America, Inc. is a 

national non-profit organization which supports, 


encourages and educates those interested in the 
needle arts. For local chapter membership contact: 


EGA, Dept. TM95 
335 West Broadway 
Suite 100 


Louisville, KY 40202 


Or Call 
(502) 589-6956 
Monday-Friday, 8:30am-5:00pm (EST) 








a 
“= tas 
“ © 
(= 
a 
a = SEE ee ee ee 
ET m 
= E State Zip Code 
m = er O ee 
ie Āā 
=I ANNUAL DUES: MEMBER-AT-LARGE 
= = US-524.00, CANADA - $29.00, OVERSEAS - $34.00 (surface mailing) 
lle a Check or money order payable (in U.S. funds) to EGA 
— 
ate VISA/MasterCard # 
= 
<I | Expiration Date D 


iatt. $£ £ 
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The Original and Finest Since 1870 


Lys z i poa 
-2 Heirtoo 77 Yf OVEN Latels ( ‘Crue 
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_ Fe mason 
"mY 5 Jam Foa JE tm, Marringlon anne CRATE GRASE 
al E ; A F ess Ga! 
| The Thee # Finda Fallet Silver 


[ NANCY JOHNSON | 
GleTOT Gshs) 


Circle style desired nr Tat 
(Chooses from photo above } = | ; ; + 


1 LETTERING 


2 MOTIFS Circle your choice. Nole Not avaliable with letiering style E or F 


x; e] { J 
Cea? een Tac: 
— re sues Cocke Sree lór ieriæ = one fine kkpi. ade See, | 
| L WL ORS remia mifhar tha inaa only 


|| 
| E Pur i asa = 
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6 PRICING 







36 labets for $271.00) 
T? bets tor $27 50 


‘44 labels for $40 00) 


A) RAemdeanis add G% tan! 





[Postage and Handing |s 
wenmeyomy TOTAL E 


4 LABEL INFORMATION PLEASE PRINT No shipments outside "eet Amerig 


Line One 


Line Two 
Maximum 24 letters and spaces Mail to: 
HEIRLOOM WOVEN LABELS 
P.O. Box 428 T105 


5 CUSTOMER INFORMATION PLEASE PRINT 
br oe Moorestown, NJ 08057 


Send labels to: b | 
aA u. MasterCard. 


VISA 
Phone Orders now 
accepted 

(609) 722-1618 








Phone 


Allow 3-4 weeks delivery 


Please call or write for additional information and samples 





Atelier 
Plateau 


Collections 
menzwear 











finally, 
a menswear 
ParErr Collection. 


























For info call 1-800-269-1566 or 1-306-221-6644 or send SASE to 
“The Plateau” 
616 10th St. E., Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
Canada S7H 0G9 
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Tailoring Made Easy 
from 


Learn from a qualified, master tailoress 
with a simplified, easy to follow 
instructional video for the Home Sewer. 
A step by step procedure for the most 
commonly requested alterations. pacer 
Call 1-800-269-3599 to order 
$24.95 per tape. 
Specify mens or womens alterations. 
All major credit cards accepted. 


AT Last, A COMPUTER Book E 
FOR SOLES 


Hundreds of easy ways to 
use your computer to design 
quilts, create cross-stitch 
and knitting patterns, get 
free patterns and advice, 

go online, and more. 


INCLUDES SOFTWARE 


The Needlecrafter’s 
Computer Companion, by Judy Heim fi 








Available in fine bookstores everywhere or... 


order now @& 1-800-420-7240 


or send check or money order for $29.95 {plus $4.50 S&H; 
California residents add 8.25% sales tax] to 
| No Starch Press, 1903 Jameston Lane, Daly City, CA 94014-3466 


L [= Computer Books for Non-Computer People 


INTERNATIONAL FABRIC COLLECTION 
Cottons 
HOLLAND, JAPAN, AFRICA, 
AUSTRALIA, LIBERTY OF LONDON 


ká 


For catalog please send $3.00 to: 
IFC, Dept. T, 3445 West Lake Road, Erie PA 16505 
Shop open Thursdays, by appointment or chance 
(814) 838-0740 









> d s the Quilter's Wishbook!™ T 


"ER FE F Quilting 


i Catalog! 


Chock full of all the quilting | 

goodies you could wish for! l 

100’s of quilting books, patterns, | 

notions, fabric medleys, quilting aids, i 
scrap bags, 600 pure cotton fabrics, batting 

and more! Send for your catalog today! i 

Q Free. Send name & address. We'll send your I 

catalog in our next 3rd class mailing. | 

| 

l 

l 

l 


Q Almost Free. Include $1.00 — we'll rush 
your catalog to you by First Class mail! 


Send to: Keepsake Quilting» 
Dept. TM, Dover Street 


Z PO Box 1459, Meredith, NH 03253 


oe S a a a a a S a S 
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TANNED FURS & SKINS 
FoxeBeavereMinkeCaltskineLambskin® Raccoon 
MuskrateRabbiteOpossum*ReindeereErmine 


and more! For all your sewing, trimming, etc! 
Large or smal quantities avaiable. immediate shipping 
Credi cards or COD. $1 for complete catalogue 
HE Goldberg å Ca, Inc, 
9050 M.L King Way South, Semil WA 58116 








= 


7 FF 
Pomel L le Bead Shop 
Inc. 


$ 
3 *Beads ° suction & Sequins 

a. ~“ * Beadwork Supplies » Bead Embroidery Kits 

1 f * Austrian & Czechoslovakian Crystals 
hA Instruction Booklets 

eo» a ‘Beaded Earrings".. E ala 

iis i ‘Beaded Clothing Techniques” R $7.00 

"Contemporary Loomed Beadwork". -$7.95 

“Flash Jewelry Making & Repair Techniques’ ......csssses $5.00 


$2.50 for Catalog (refundable with first order from catalog) 
Dealer Inquiries Invited for Publications 


_ Promenade + P.O. Box 2092 * Boulder, CO 80306 * (303) 440-4807 





rool" MATERIALS * BOOKS — for Handcrafts 
~<A NN A YARNS e SPINNING « WEAVING 
mT TO NATURAL & CHEMICAL DYES 
MARBLING e FABRIC PAINTS 

BASKETRY ¢ CANING 
BEADS e FINDINGS 
POLYMER CLAYS 







Asheville NC 28801 
1-800-327-8448 
“Mon-SAaT 10AM-6PM 


CALL C OR WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG 


LISTING STARTER SETS, SAMPLES, Basic BOOKS 
OR SEND S2 FOR OUR 92 PAGE 
COMPLETE Mali. ORDER CATALOG © 


HAND CREAM FOR 
NEEDLEWORKERS 


» Non-greasy, no dyes 
or perfumes 


» Helps heal rough, 


cracked skin 


> Safe for handling threads 
and fabrics 


» MasterCard & Visa 


4 oz. tube $3.79 + S&H 
3 tubes $10.00 + S&H 


1-800-522-2469 


P.J. NOYES CO. 
LANCASTER, NH 


The natural colours of cotton are now available in 
yarn, sliver and fabric form. Coloured by nature 
within the cotton boll itself, these fibres have a 

FOX FIBRF® Presence all ‘their own. 

For samples, send $10.00 to: 
VRESEIS LTD. Box 87- T 
Wickenburg, AZ 85358-0087 











(800)382-1820/FAX (800)701-2081 
32022 8TH AVE. S., ROY, WA 98580 


CALL WRITE OR 






"Setting The Standard of Quality for 
American Made 100% Wool Y arn.” 





MY TWIN? 
Dressforms & Pantsforms 
Custom-Made or Make Your Own 


Kits, Videos, Instruction Manuals 


ke 
. T 
CSZ Enterprises, Inc. | 
1288 West 11th Street, Suite 200 - Tracy, C A95376 - (209) 832-4324 | 





Large Selection of Czech 


BEADS & FINDINGS Glass Beads © Sterling, 


Gold Filled, 14K Beads & Findings e Bead Thread, 


Needles, Cordsand Books INTANT 


GREAT PRICES with 


QUANTITY DISCOUNTS $2.50 forCatalog 
(Refundable) Or 
MARBLING SUPPLIES $10 for Free Catalog 
ead Sampler 


Oii ae rear ah “@ du a 
SOUTH PO Box 1324 + Cullman, AL ¢ 35056 


handspun yarn 

luxury hand-dyed wool, mohair, alpaca and llama yams from 
artisans’ flocks; also mills pun from our fleeces; patterns, kits, 

custom work. Catalog $3; w/samplecard $10 ($5 back w/irst order) 


salt spring island fibre studios 
121 Mountain Road « Salt Spring Island, B.C. * V8K 178 + Canada 
__ ph: (604)653-40339 am.- 5 p.m. Pacific Time + fax: (604)537-9930 


May 8 - 12, 1996 
Fiesta en Santa Fe 
Wearable Art Conference 


Classes, Exhibitions, Lectures, 


Fashion Show and Competition 


For Large Brochure Please Send 
Name, Address, & $1.00 to 
Rosemary Pedigo Ponte 
1662 1/2 Cerro Gordo Rd, 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 


SILK BLANKS 


QUALIN ALIN Scarves * Garments 
DUALAR TERNATIONAL Neckties * Fabrics, etc. 
Top Quality * Low Prices | 









| INTROD9 Scarf Assortment $44.00 (Limit 1) | 
| Qualin International, Inc. 

P.O.Box 31145 — T, San Francisco, CA 94131 

| Send SASE for Free Catalog * (415) 333-8500 











e AFRICAN FABRIC « 


Authentic prints, 100% cotton 
swatches * patterns * notions 
e Join the African Fabric Club ° 
Send LSASE (2 stamps) to: 
THE UNIQUE SPOOL, Dept. TH 
407 Corte Majorca , Vacaville, CA 95688 







$125.00 plus S&H 
MC/VISA 


Carter's Workshop 
1514 Rainbow Road, Rogers, AR 72758 


18"W x 11"H x 11"D 





501-271-2231 1-800-393-2231 


NATIONALLY AUTHORIZED 


brother. 


KNITTING MACHINE 
REPAIR CENTER 


Outlet for 


|e Refurbished & used Brother 
machines at good prices 


Mary Lue's KNITTING WORLD 


101 W. Broadway, St-Peter, MN. 56082 
507-931-3702 


(L T 


NOW! IT’S EASY TO SEW! 
| Learn SEWING/DRESSMAKING at home! : 


| Unique home study program teaches new speed-up 
| methods and factory short cuts. Brings home sewers 
| and professionals up-to-date. Starts beginners nghi 
Save Money - Sew Professionally =- Make 
Money. Diploma Awarded FREE Brochwe 


LIFETIME CAREER SCHOOLS Dept. TIOZAS 
101 Harrison St., Archbald, PA 16403 Call Toll-Free 600-326-9221 
















Complete Silk Painting Supplies | — 


BF 


Authentic Primary Source! 
EDWARDIAN HATS: 
Bee Art of Millinery (1909) 


Es)" Mme. Anna 


Ben-Yusuf , 
“i 
F 
Includes making ribbon and silk flowers 
Send: $17 


RAL. SHEP Box 6687, Mendocino CA 95460 


WEARABLE 
ART THAT FITS! 


IZE S to XL & 18- 26 
nstructions for = 
Floating Scraps 
Ribbon Twist 
Pintucks 
Scrunching 
f Flying Geese 
A Seminole ež 


WHOLESALE AVAILABLE 
DAZZLING BLAZER $10.50+ S&H 52.00 
CATALOG-$2.00 (Free with Order) 





BEGINNER LACE KITS 












BOBBINLACE $47.95 NETTING $7.00 
BATTENBERG $9.95  TATTING $15.95 
NEEDLELACE $9.95 TAMBOUR $14.95 
TENERIFFE SET $5.00 
CARRICKMACROSS $9.95 
NEEDLE TATTING $1895 
EMBROIDERED NET $10.95 ay Kts Postpaid 










3 Complete Catalog - $2 - refundable w/ Ist order 
BEGGARS’ LACE 

PEDE THD P.O. Box 481223- Denver, CO: 80248 | 

____ Phone: 303-233- 2600 | 


The Shepherds’ Coat 


* Quilting Supplies * 


Weaving, Spinning, Beading, 
Dyeing, Knitting supplies 
& equipment. 
Lovely Handpainted Yarns. 
Exotic Spinning Fibers. 


t 






Supply Catalog $3.00. 
Handwoven Knit and 
Embellished Clothing. iim oD 
Classes / Workshops TT 
Art to Wear - Gifts LF SS 


Phone: 909 - 766-9221 
Orders: 800-WEAVE-95 (800-932-8395) 
2567 San Jacinto Ave., San Jacinto, CA 92583 
Located in Riverside County 


? | gracefully 









/ Spiral Skirt 
XS-XXL 


This skirt is for you! 
The unwinding spiral 
| attracts all the 
| attention 
| to the 


















flowing hem 
line. Short or long, : 
2-tone or solid, you're only one pattern piece | 
away from a masterpiece. Great for the | 
Holiday Season! Send $9.95 (includes S&H & 
catalog) or $1 for catalog only. US funds only 
Birch Street Clothing Inc. 
P.O. Box 6901, Dept TSP 
San Mateo, CA 94403 














SOFT AMERICAN WOOL YARN 


Premium fine-grade wool yarn, natural and dyed colors, 
lanolin retained, non-scratchy, skeins and cones. Send 
LSASE for brochure of our Chemical Free yarn. omy 


HAVEN 


Dept. T, 772-39th St. 
Allegan, MI 49010 








Pry + 

CUNE COATS Four surface design 

7 options for applique, 
piecing, tapestries and 

fashion fabrics. 

Banded, lined, kimono 
jæ shaped jacket; 28° to 347 
= long; flattering fit for all 

body shapes. 


] 
Biin, 
i 


- Multi-sized: 8-24 
$10.00 + $2.00 S&H 
(Texas residents add 775%.) 
Color catalogue: $2.00 or FREE 
with order of this pattern. 
VISA/MC accepted. 


COLOR ME PATTERNS 


800-434-7288 
1617 Bear Creek Road L Kerrville, TX 78028 


LTT 





For KNITTING and WEAVING 
WIDE RANGE OF HIGH FASHION YARNS ° 
REGULAR AND MILL END YARIS * WHOLESALE 


« SEND $2.50 FOR YARN SAMPLES & COLORS 


ERDAL YARNS, LTD 
303 FIFTH AVE. SUITE 1104, NEW YORK,NY 10016 
1-800-237-6594 © 212-725-0162 








Ph 9929 2S BDV IBIGSIGIGIG SHV ISIS 
FASTURN 

TURNING 
TOOL 


6 sizes 


of 














set of 6 
$29.95 





FASTUBE FOOT 


BOTH FOR $49.95 
+ 4.50 ship 






the Crowning Touch inc. 
2410 Glory C Rd #T 
Medford OR 97501 800-729-0280 


SDSS DSS DG SEDG SIGHS IGG HG 
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WHOLESALE 
een & RETAIL 
pee =" DISTRIBUTORS & 

MANUFACTURERS 


An extensive list of over 500 companys names, addresses & 
phone numbers carrying Fabrics, Laces, Notions, Buttons, 
Beads, Threads, Quilting Supplies, Cross Stitch & Needle 
Arts, Doll Supplies, Books, Patterns, Lamp Shades and 
Crafts Supplies. Just to name a few). 


D.P. 
P.O. Box 1108, Dept. 104, Waynesboro, TN 38485 N 





100% NATURAL FIBER YARNS BY MAIL 


Handknitting Wools, Coftons, Silks, Linens, 
Alpacas & Mohairs from Around the World 


Caiaiog wih over 110 samples $4 freluoicatie wih order] 


ELANN vo COMPANY 


Bo l Eweka Miūoniana USA 599170757 elann 
| Bes 771 Cranbeo i BC CANADA WIE 4) 


BottomLine Designs, WC2 
4217 Hildring Drive West 
Fort Worth, TX 76109 
817-926-4863 


Theme Based Xox 


Patterns 


Color Brochure 
Send 
$1.00 and LSASE 


69 Coolidge Avenue #f, 
Haverhill, MA 01832 


1-800-666-3562 


Discover a unique collection of materials, 
books and patterns - perfect for adding a 
special touch to your creations 


e Silk Ribbons 
¢ Embroidery Threads 


e Glass/Porcelain Buttons 
e Sew-on Beads in Glass, 

e Shisha Mirrors Crystal, Mother of Pearl 
e Stone Animal Beads and Semi-Precious Stones 
¢ Sterling Silver Charms * and many other items 


Please send $3 for Catalog or call to order a 
customized sampler of treasures. 


ON TAE (NCA TRAIL 


PO Box 1861. TAOS, NM 87571 


-ALPACA 


A NEW SOURCE - RICH COLORS 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-942-0224 





92 THREADS 





| Crib to King 








Join Us... 
We combine classes in needlework, sewing, 
knitting or crafts with a trip to England! 

Call for a brochure today: 
SHAMROCK TRAVEL 
1545 So. Fillmore St. 
Denver, CO 80210 
(303) 744-3566 or 800-653-2060 










| 






















THE NAME TO KNOW FOR 
FINEST YARNS AND FIBERS 
PREVIEW, TOUCH anp SAVE! 

Six “Bulky“ Sample Mailings Per Year 
To join send $7 to: 
LAMBSPUN BULKY CLUB 
1101 E. Lincoln, Dept 111, Fort Collins, CO 80522 
VISA/MC I-800-558-LAMB(5262) 
Handpainted Silk Color Card $1.00 


z lec: patterns-yarns- -threads-dyes-buttons-yarns-videos F 


DON'T LEAVE HOME TO SHOP! 


For patterns (120 + companies listed), fabrics, 
notions,machines and any other supplies for 
sewing/needlearts. Designer Source Listing is a 
181 pgs. treasure/trove of thousands of sources 
available for your shopping needs & whims. 
Send $19.95 to CARIKEAN PUBLISHING 
Box 11771 - Chicago, IL 60611-0771 312-728-6118 
feathers-blanks-yarns-threads-videos-buttons-- books 
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MACHINE KNITTERS WISHBOOK 


MAIL ORDER CATALOG 


brother KNITTING MACHINES 
» and ACCESSORIES 
ened, We also carry a broad range of 
yarns, notions, patterns, books, 
those "hard to find" items, and 
MUCH MORE! 
Catalog $ 2.00, refundable with 
first order 
ORDER LINE 1-800-208-2046 


61568 East Lake Dr. 
Bend OR 97701 
503-388-2046 














AINSHED 


FABRICS) 





FALLY UTD O OR 
Pattern *190 for 





Comforter s pe Se} 
5 Sizes from 4 A 


$5.00 


(shipping included) 


s Includes: Pattern, 60 page Mail Order Catalog, and 
special swatch set of selected comforter fabrics and 
high-loft insulation. 

"We also carry: Polartec Fleece from 100 to 20008 
weight, Waterproof/Breathable fabrics, Lycra, Cordura, 
Hardware, YKK Zippers, Webbing, etc. 


707 NW 11th St. 























Corvallis, OR. 97330 (503) 753-8900 | 


here can 
you find . 


your favorite notions, on sale? 


25% off 


any order of $20 or more 


Now through Oct. 30, 1995 


olancys dotions 
Sewing & Quilting Catalog 


For your FREE Sale Catalog 
CALL 1-800-833-0690 


A) POR Ce PA AR AOR CCD AG) Gest 


3 H RAGS 3 
= be RICHES & 


Four Harness and 
Two Harness R 


Looms 

The Mi construction of a Leesburg 
Loom insures quality firmly made products. fe 
Improved for trouble-free, smooth and effi- 
cient operation. A few days of weaving will 3 
bring back the small investment. 

* We Carry A Full Line Of Supplies * fa 

* Send For A FREE Brochure * 





Order Your Looms and Supplies From 


LEESBURG LOOMS AND SUPPLY 
201 North Cherry Street 
Van Wert Ohio 45891 


419/238-2738 


Knitting Pattern Books 
by Betty Lampen 
BOOK | 
"SWEATERS FOR TEDDY BEARS" 
and NEW ! 
BOOK Il 
"TEDDY BEAR 
KNITS" 


for 3 Bears 17 1/2, 13", 7 1/2" 
author of "Miniature Sweaters" Book I & Il 


ee ss a a SE 


Betty Lampen, Dept.T 2930 Jackson St. 
San Francisco, CA 94115-1007 
Books $6 each 
shipping and handling $1 
CA residents include sales tax. US funds only 


FOLK ART RAG RUGS 


Learn traditional methods including: knitted, cro- 
cheted, braided, amish knot, bohemian, patched, 
fabric tapestry, shirred etc. Antique techniques and 
modern instructions. 


Send $2.00 for our catalog to our new address: Rafter-four De- 
signs, Dept. T, P.O. Box 40, Cocolalla, ID 83813 





fy 
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: ns |: Fe aluring: 
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805 5 Sibley Memorial Hwy. | 
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$ 900-489-4369 | nicae, $ 
*] i * counted cross- BE. 
i . hand painted porcelain \: 
IN MN (612)457-4969 buttons "4 
ee Oe 





HH PILLOW KITS 


Authentic Scottish Tartans 


interpreted in needlepoint. 


All popular tartans available. 14” pillow kit includes 
Patemayan yam, Aweigag caas nieda; instructions. 













NYS residents add sales wg 00 (refundable) for fist of available tartans. 
Camus International, 800-38-CAMUS 
222 Gulf Road, Suite 604, Lansing, NY 14882 







WE MAKE IT EASY TO BUILD 
YOUR NEEDLEWORK LIBRARY 


Catalog $1.00--Free Search Service | 


Hard-to-Find Needlework Books 
96 Roundwood, Newton, MA 02164 


617-969-0942 


Visit one of our retail stores. 
Bring a tour group and 
receive a discount on 
purchases for the day. 





TREADLEART’ 


e Sewing Machines 

e Machine Accessories 
e Patterns e Quilting Notions 

e Classes e Mail Order (Lomita Only) 


Mail order catalog $3 (refundable). 


25834 Narbonne Ave Lomita CA 90717 
310-534-5122 - FAX 310-534-8372 
1965 Mendocino Ave SantaRosa CA 95401 
707-523-2122 - FAX 707-523-2144 


e Fabric 
e Books 












Make moth holes, cigarette burns, 
0-62 1-5809 or write 


MAKE BIG MONEY — ALL PROFIT — AT HOME 
VIDLE: MENDING 
: + 
tears, nips DISAPPEAR from all fabrics. 
Little-known craft „paye spare time peo 
| FABRICON COMPANY 
[2021 Montrose, Dept. 922, Chicago, IL 60618 


Pays up to $20 an Hour! 
te ia il details "CALL TOLL FREE 
a eee eee i eee eee eee 


: TY CUSTOM SILKSCREEN STUDIO AEs 
ah Speci n Earth Fnencty Haar Data ing A Agra F Ebers 


Cotton & Raw Silk POENSISY | a AE aj E A | 


Farhah ance À Taraki" Sn pein aa” kis 
Your r iame oF logo, care & content, sizing or custom work Poke T EH 

Complete desgi & stan gence Samples & P mosis 00 
Collectible Designer RAG DOLL KITS 


7 E y Boudoir, French Fastwon, Siorybook A mora - Catalog $1.00 
pet l __Box 880-91T Blaine Wa 98231 (360)332-7098 











TEXAS BOOT SKIRTS 


ae MULTI-SIZED PATTERN 
(WAIST MEASUREMENT ) 
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‘4 m © i FORT WORTH, TX. 76109 l 7# i 
( 3) JY y E E Sa) If you love dressmaking and tailoring with some 
Cc a) of the finest wools from around the world, you'll love 


our special wool collection. 


GABS * CREPES + FLANNELS 
JERSEYS « TEXTURES * LUXURY BLENDS 


Send $5.00 today for current wool swatches and 
information on our unique fabric subscription service to: 


awyer Brook. 


DISTINCTIVE FABRICS 


Yarns. Over 1500 colors. All 
| sizes, textures. Lots, lots more! 
Catalog and yarn samples | 
$6.50 ppd. ($5 refundable) | 

















| P.O. Box 1800W «= Clinton, MA 01510-0813 
508 / 368-3133 


Call to order our catalog: | 


1-602-428-7000 


Or write: 

Cotton Clouds 

5176 South 14th Ave 
Dept TG 

Safford, AZ 85546 





BRODER LE LINGE 
a D o 


by Egle Salvy 






BRODER L E LINGE~_§ exquisite linen embroidery 
DE MAISON. = J from r ditional monograms 
f to openwork, shadow work 
and applique with stitch 
techniques. (French Text). 
176 pgs. (hardcover). 








= s — $40.00 ppd 
vial Life and Clothing! m semple x : 
Tidings from the 18th Century by | ce, embroidery and cos- 






tume technique send $5.00. 


LACIS 


3163 Adeline St, Dept THD, Berkeley, CA 94703 


Beth Gilgun will teach you to make 
your own antique clothing and 
accessories with measured 
diagrams and scaled patterns. 
Learn about natural dyes, 
embroidery, jewelry and | 
everyday life in early America. 


Call 1-800-228-6389 | 


$24.95 plus $4.00 S&H. TX Res. add $1.95 sales tax. 
Scurlock Publishing, Rt. 5, Box 47-M, Texarkana, TX 75501 | 






















POLAR FLEECE | 


Excellent Selection of Beautiful Prints and Solids 
Patterns, Thread, and Kits Available 
For over 35 Swatches and Brochure, Send $5.00 to: 
Thorburn’s 


123 Nashua Rd., Suite 128T, Londonderry, NH 03053 
(603) 437-4924 








VINTAGE APPAREL 
& ACCESSORIES 
To Buy Or To Make 


GENERAL CATALOG. $3.°° post- 
paid. Corsets, bonnets, hoopskirts, fans & 
oads, paper dolls, flags, books, toys...and more! 


PATTERN CATALOG. $7.” postpaid. 
J’ Over 1000 patterns available for 
IE Victorian & Edwardian clothing, plus 
ba Medieval, Civil War Military, 
1920’s, 30’s & 40’s...and more! 


SHOES &@ BOOTS CATALOG. $5.” 
K uni. You’ve probably seen our footwear in | 
the movies or on stage! Victorian, Edwardian, 
Medieval & Renaissance eras...plus more! 
Sizes available for men, women & children. 












Cushing's Perfection Dyes | 
Acid Dyes in 94 Colors 
Direct Dyes in 39 Colors 


Call or write for color cards 
New Dealer Inquiries Welcome 


Traditional Rug Hooking 


from Joan Moshimer 
patterns, tools, books, know-how 


burlap, linen, monk's cloth backing 
800-626-7847 


W. Cushing & Co. 
P. O. Box 351, Kennebunkport, ME 04046 


J 







AMAZON DRYGOODS, DEPT.TM 
2218 East 11th St., Davenport. [A 52803-3760 
1-800-798-7979 


— CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED — 










october/november 1995 93 


Marketplace 












y New Styles é 
New Brochure ! 
Kits Now 
Available! a 













#6520 MULTHSIZE 42-48 
$12.95 + $2.00 S/H 






Brochure $1.50, 
or free w/ purchase. 











ELAN PATTERN CO. 
DEPT. T 

534 SANDALWOOD DR. 
EL CAJON, CA 92021 






# B530 MULTESIZE 32-40 
$8.95 + $2.00 S/H 






SEW-A-SWEATER 


Start at 7 and have a sweater ready to wear by 8! 
No Kidding-No Knitting. It cuts & sews as easy 


as a T-Shirt. Cotton, wool, acrylic. 
For swatches send $2.00 to: 
THE THRIFTY NEEDLE 
| 3233 Amber St Dept.T + Phila., PA 19134-3201 
| 1-800-324-9927 


First Quality 
Lingerie Fabrics and Supplies 


TRICOT 
e Matching Lace & Elastic 
e Lingerie Patterns 
LYCRA 


e Prints and Solids 
» Stretch Velvet 


BRA SUPPLIES 
e Pattems to Size 48FF 
e Underwires 
e PowerKnit 
COTTON KNITS 


Catalog & Samples $2.00. Refundable with order 


SEW SASSY LINGERIE 


9009-C South Memorial PKY, Dept. T510 
Huntsville, AL 35802 (205) 883-1209 









PRINTED FABRIC LABELS 
Designed To Your Needs, Small or Large Quantities 


M@ Print your company name and more on durable fabrics 
(polyester, nylon, simulated satin) in white, black, ivory or 
buff. 

Assortment of ink colors 

Care, Content or Size (Adult or Infant) labels 

Iron-On I.D. labels (Camps, nursing homes, or hospitals) 
Peel and Stick Satin (crafts, handbags, hats, etc.) 


Excellent Prices! Orders Shipped Within 6 Days 
* Mention this ad for new customer discount 


FOR SAMPLE KIT CALL OR FAX 
800-944-4696 
FAX (305) 949-2662 


GENERAL LABEL MFG. « P.O. Box 640371 * Miami, FL 33164 | 



























: The DROP SPINDLE svan GSR 
(805) 922-1295 
Hand Dyed Yarns 


Subtle & Outrageous Colors 


Space yi & Natural 
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Sin is ee 


Make I-CORD 
THE EASY WAY 


e” 
- 


= Knit- Crochet e Weave | 
Sew ° Braid ° Knot 


Just turn the handle and 
watch this sturdy precision 
Manual metal machine quickly make 
Included knitted cord for your projects 


HOBBY KNIT® £79, 95 + 6.00 S&H © NYS res. add 7% % Sales Tax | 
Send check or M.O. (US Funds Only) to: 
Riverview Textile Studio + Dept. T 
303 River Road, Grand View, NY 10960 » 914-359-7829 


32 page 


—— = = e EE pr — __ am — -J 
+” Become A Sewing Teacher With The . 

oer "You Can Make It” Program 
Sr For more info.send $1.50to:YCMI Inc. U 
Dept. TH; Box 247 Walnutport PA 18088 n 

A Complete Method of Teaching Adults How To Sew 
One Time Purchase Price No Franchise Costs I 
Teach When & Where You Wish E 
Manuais With Week By Week Lesson Plans Py 
Advertising * Bookkeeping * Support And More 








SPRY See 
ie ee 


A Complete, Illustrated, Professional Approach 
By: RUTH F. PORIS 
Expert instruction with over one hundred 
detailed drawings. For beginners and 


Huges SUppiy Iz 


57.99 ps $25.44) to Golden Hands Press 
5 Crescent Place, Rm 20. St. Petersburg, FL 33711 


813) 867-3711 


FOLKWEAR, 

PAST 

PATTERNS, 

HEIDI'S, 

OLD WORLD \; 
|| ENTERPRISES 


. DESIGNS, 
MILL FARM, | 
PATTERNS 
OF HISTORY, 

PERIOD 
IMPRESSIONS 


PATTERNS FROM SIMPLER TIMES 


CATALOGUE CDN$2.00 + $1.00 POSTAGE 
P.O. BOX 145, 81 LAKESHORE ROAD EAST 
PORT CREDIT, ONTARIO, L5G 1C9 
PH (905) 274-EVER FAx (905) 274-2610 | 


PLEASE MAKE CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO FOREVER TIMELESS 








| BUTTONS BY MAIL 


D'Anton 


Luxurious Garment Leathers 


Send $1 for information. Send SASE: D'Anton 


5530 Vincent Ave. N.E. 
West Branch, | 
lowa 52358 


Phone: 


(319) 643-2568 
Wholesale accounts welcomed 





= l i 

‘Guatemala! 
Our handloomed Ikats from Mayan weavers are 
some of the world’s most exciting fabrics! Vibrant 
colors & exotic designs in machine washable 
100% cotton, they're perfect for fashion sewing & 
interior design. We offer the finest quality, widest} 
variety, lowest prices and full money back 
guarantee. 
For generous swatch pack & info., send $5.00, 
applicable to firstorder. (Foreign; $6. US funds) 



















GLOBAL 3439 NE Sandy Bivd., #263 
VILLAGE Portland, OR 97232-1959 
IMPOR rs WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME 





- Cone & Skein Yarn - 


e WHOLESALE eœ RETAIL 


Stock Yarns: 
Natural Fibers, Blends, Synthetics 
Spectacular buys on 
New York Designer Closeouts 


Price includes one year's mailings 
of new samples & patterns 


Bonnie Triola 
343 E. Gore Rd. 
Erie, PA 16509 
(814) 825-7821 


Yarn Samples 


$10.00 
Mail Order Only 





KRUH 

Merchants to the Machine Knitter 
ALL NEW CATALOGUE FOR 1995! 
Over 9,500 items for machine knitters! 


To receive our new 160 page Buyer's 
Guide Catalogue, Sea gal $5.00 to 
KRUH KNITS *PO BOX 1587-T « AVON, 
CT 06001 . |-800-248-KNIT 
: if gaye): 
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SHOP WHERE DESIGNERS SHOP 
CATALOG: R.D #3, BOX 375 
GEORGETOWN, DE 19947 
302 856-7569 















“Finally a pattern featuring easy, 
Neck $ professionally mitered ends!" 
CCHCIC | 41160-Adulte Youth #1161-Xlong $8.50ea 
as ndk interfacing n ik 


Mention ad for 
FREE S&H on 





*Fine 100 % Irish Linens 


*Exclusive Linens from 
around the world 





THE 
| LINEN FABRIC 
WORLD | 


Fs, = 














Over 60 colors in 3 weights 


[importep FABRICS|| 
——S 


Send $5.00 to receive 
color swatch cards 


& club membership. 
(returdiable wiih $20 ordari 


‘Always a 20% discount 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
THE LINEN FABRIC WORLD 
1246 Bird Road 


Miami, FL 33146 
(305) 663-1577 


‘First Quality 
DECORATOR FABRICS 


Lowest Prices! 
Give us manufacturer's name, 
pattern, color & yardage. 
ALL MAJOR COMPANIES. 


Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
for free brochure. 


| Marlene’s Decorator Fabrics 
| 301 Beech St. Dept 24 © Hackensack, NJ 07601 
TOLL FREE 1-800-992-7325 


Co —— 0 
DEO LeaRNTO make FITTED 


SLIPCOVERS 


THE 





" „viewers will definitely learn how to make a slipcover.. what 
makes this one work is instructor Clare Driscoll's expert 
instruction." Video Librarian 
59 minutes $29.95+4.00 Shipping (NY add sales tax) 
PATRIA GARDENS VIDEO 
BOX 120C, WEST FULTON, NY, 12194 
1 800 383-3824 MC & VISA 
= SS 


A eautiful Sabrics by “ail 
Free Shipping Offer 


An exquisite collection of the finest quality imported, 
domestic and designer silks, wools, cottons, synthetics 
and more! To receive a selection of fabric swatches 4 
times a on send a $10.00 check or money order to: 
AT GINGERBREAD HILL 
356 E, GARFIELD, Aurora, OHIO 44202 PHONE: 216-562-7100 | 






















Exceptionally easy to warp and 
use! With our Magic Heddie enjoy the 
advantages of two shafts without any threading of 
warp yarns through holes or slots. Beautifully crafted 
in Vermont from native hardwoods. They are sturdy, 
carefully designed, finished with non-toxic oil, and 
come complete with instructions, shuttles, and other 
accessories. Prices range from $46 to $225 + S/H. 


Satisfaction Guaranteed. Good Wood 
Dealer Inquiries Invited. Rt. 2, Box 447A-4 


MC/VISA Bethel, Vermont 
05032 
= Good Wood Inch-Worms for knitted 
cord. A new version of an old classic 
2 A joy to use! $9 ea/ $178 Kit + S/H 


Stone, Silver, Glass, and HĀ TE 
pene 27d RIVER GEMS 
Beads - Bead Strands ee HD EHD Gt | 

Beading Supplies - Clasps | : 


es TS E ET Fore $00+ page fullcokey catalog sarei $10 to | 


Barrette Qips - Buttons RIVER GEMS & FINDINGS 
Siete te 66901 Washington NE, Dept 26V | 
« Bolo Backs and Cord = Albuquerque, NM 47100 USA 
Cemit” Modeling or call toll tree 1-800-396-9895 
Compound & more. ask for catalog 206V 









LACEMAKING KITS FOR BEGINNERS > 


BOBBIN LACE - Self Teaching Instructions $50 


BATTENBERG - Collar $9.50 
CARRICKMACROSS - Irish Lace $8.50 
NEEDLELACE - Traditional style $8.50 
NETTED LACE - A ‘howto’ $8.50 
KNITTED LACE - Circular Doily $10.50 
NEEDLE TATTING $20 
TATTING (SHUTTLE) $10.50 
Add 15% S&H We accept Visa/MC mtr 
SNOWEOOSE $ % 
PO BOX 27805T (303) 934-5168 Ww 
DENVER, CO 80227 A 


iW YOU E OWN 


on E ate a INSTRUCTION 
Fi eu ae 
f SHOE MAKING 
Made trom seraich. Lise regular seeng machine 
$19.95 plus $2 00 p Ah 
MARY WALES LOOMIS 
1487 T Parrott Dr., San Mateo, CA 94402 


Calilena orders add $1.60 sales tax (415) 344-8017 















a (Ribbons 
Pe (Roses 


Get the colors you want by the yard 
125 colors in 4mm Silk Ribbon in stock 
40 colors in 2mm & 7mm Silk Ribbon 
Several colors in 13mm & 32mm 
Silk Embroidery Thread 
Silk Embroidery & Quilting Books 
INSPIRATIONS MAGAZINE 
Royal Stitch Embroidery Wool 
Catalog $2.- refundable on 1st order 
Guild Discounts - Shipping Free Orders $100+ 


13424 DORNOCK CT, HERNDON, VA 22071 
703-435-0150, FAX 703-787-7558 











Canada's premier mail-order source 
for specialty sewing supplies 


Fabrics, books, notions and Send $5 for your catalog 
other necessities for ali the gnd fabric swatches to: 


needle arts! Your source ‘ 
f : “a, Sew Fancy, Unit 25 
for heirloom sewing, silk RR # 1 Beeton 


_ ribbon, couture, quilting, Ontario. Canada 

















25% embroidery, and 
discount ~_ specialty threads LOG 1A0 (905) 
to US. clients 775-1396 


North Jersey’s largest fabric/quilt shop. 


BERNINA‘ E] 


SEWING MACHINE 
Fabrics-Yarn-Supplies 
Located 25 minutes from New York City 
between Rts. 287 & 80-just off Rt. 23. 


Acme Country Fabrics 
24 Turnpike, Pequannock, N.J. 07440 











Knitting Yarns 
by Harrisville 





Foliage Collection 
100% Pure Virgin Wool 
Heathers & Tweeds 


For our Foliage Collection Catalog - 
samples and knitted swatches - 
1-800-338-9415, or send $5 .00 to: 


HARRISVILLE DESIGNS 
Center Village, P.O. Box 806-53 
Harrisville, New Hampshire 03450 
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Blouse 


Send $3 & SASE for 
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Pity || | Mekong River Textiles. 

| | | 8424 Queen Annes Drive 
=| PER Silver Spring, MD 20910 
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PERSONAL THREADS 


YGUT IQUE ~ — 





Call now fora copy of our latest 
newsletter and special pricing! 


1-800-306-7733 


8025 West Dodge Road @ Omaha, Nebraska 68114 
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Weaving Equipment 
Tabie Looms 
Fioor Looms 





New Catalog $2 1-800-238-0296 
P.O. Box 1107,CastleRock, WA 98611, USA_ 








CREWEL EMBROIDERY 


Would you like to 
embroider this design? 
-> A detailed workbook and 
companion crewel kit is 

available 














© Beginner thru Advanced - 
and beyond 
For information send SASE to: 
PAT ALLEN 
P.O. Box 93 
Ridley Park, PA 19078 



















As seen in the video SWEATER FINISHING 
by Leslye Solomon 







/| Don't use a million 
pins when you block- 


just insert these rust-proof, 
stainless steel wires along the 
edge of your unfinished knitted 
pieces. The wires stop the curling 
and smooth the knitted fabric, so 
you can easily pin and steam to 
your desired measurements. 
Blockers™ kit includes: 8 long, 
-F ® | stiff 36" wires; 4 short, stiff 18" 
wires; 2 flexible 27" wires and 
| instructions for their use. 


Blockers™ Kit $15.50; 30 T-pins $2.00; $3.50 S/H 


1-800-242-KNIT 


Send check or money order to: 
Fiber Fantasy 


6 Hunters Horn Court, Dept. T, 
Owings Milis, MD 21117 


Choice - Discover 
Visa. Mastercard 


(410) 363-1160 


A 
ae = bimonth! 
reli. | magazin 


KNITTERS SOURCE 


To subscribe + $26.95 
$31.00 Canada (US tunds 


800-628-8047 


For sample, send $2 (Canada-53 US funds) 
Box 15277, Vashon, WA 98070 
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Personalized 


Quality Woven Labels 











Monts Eici for ipo “ar Hie ale | 
$ =F rr Ps phe i = 
i Elane Palmer C [M V 
‘ mi BY 
27B - 5/8” R sista's Kreations 
White w Blue & Gold 
403C - 1 1/4” or 63C - 5/8” 
: “By” or “For” White w/ Gold 
i o Corofiee ( 
VI uUa i Ee ] “Your Choice O f 
A “Wording 
800k -1 1/4" or 81K- 7/8" = 7gPB- 7/8” | Your Choice Wording 


White w/ Grey 24PB - 5/9" Í White w/ Blue & Gold 


Beautifully woven with your name in matching printed script, these 
labels complement your handiwork as “The Finishing Touch.” Other 
styles plus care & size labels available. U.S. Funds. Add $1.00 P&H. | 
For FREE color brochure, write or call (503) 252-5542, 24 Hours. 
20 for $6 Ħ 40 for $9 « 100 for $17 
250 for $30 * 500 for $45 * 1000 for $75 
Prices based on one name, one style only. VISA-MC 
Charm Woven Labels® 
P.O. Box 30027 ° Dept. T * Portland, OR 97294 © 


Nee Rtas TEE, 
MASTER DESIGNER k 
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Publishers of Self-Instruction Books on 
Garment Designing, Grading & Tailoring 


wy Write, call or fax to have a free booklet describing these 
books on the essentials of clothing design sent to you. 


Master Designer * Dept. T 
P.O. Box 1667 North Riverside, IL 60546 
Phone 708-780-1769 * Fax 708-780-0076 








BEADS BEADS BEADS 
for the serious beader. Free full color catalog: 
OPTIONAL EXTRAS. INC 
PO Box 1421, Burlington, VT 05402 
1-800-736-0781 










Jn Stock - Old & Rare | 
Glass Stones, Beads & Drops, ' 


TASSELS, HANDBAG FRAMES, S EED BEADS 
ALSO METAL. BONE, SHELL. STONE, | 
CERAMIC, WOOD, PLASTIC & MORE! | 


| 350-Page (B & W) catalog - $15 
includes supplement updates 
Discover, Visa, MC, AmEx or Send check to: 


| ORNAMENTAL RESOURCES, INC. 


| POB 3010-THRD Idaho Springs, CO 80452 | 
AL 303-279-2102 Orders 1-800-876-6762 __4 





NOW 500ypp CHENILLE IN STOCK! 


CHENILLE 
YARNS 


Viscose Chenille in 500ypp, 1300ypp & 2000ypp, 
solids, variegated, ombres, metallicized, blended 
in tweeds — over 250 colors! — all on cones, all 
in stock for immediate delivery. To receive 19 
color cards & details about the complete Silk City 
Fibers Stock Yarn Service, send $15.00 check to: 


Silk City Fibers, 155 Oxford St., Paterson, NJ 07522 




















GREAT YARNS 
BY MAIL ORDER? 


We sure do. 


GOOD PRICES? Terrific. 

AND DISCOUNTS? 

Nobody does it better! 
For current samples send $2.00 to WEBS, 
P.O. Box 147, Service Center Rd. 
Northampton, MA 01061 


ALPACA 


YARNS 


Beautiful Colors 





Great Prices » Fast Delivery 


Free Catalog/Samples 


1-800-736-0949 


SAJAMA ALPACA 
P.O. Box 1209 Ashland, OR 97520 





SEW MUSICAL ” 


Award winning keyboard design vest 
pattern (multi-sized) $8.95 + $2.75 S/H. 
Optional Sequined Lapel $26.00. 


0: 
» Glamorous City Skyline Jacket 
» Beach Towel Stadium Jacket 
Send Order or SASE for pattern information to: 


SHANERIN DESIGNS 2404 Essington #56, Joliet, IL 60435 
Indonesia 


1A] 
Tibet & Nepal « India 


Thailand e Myanmar (Burma) 
Ecuador • Romania & Hungary 


CRAFT & FOLKART TOURS 


CRAFT WORLD TOURS 
| 6776TH Warboys Rd, Byron, NY 14422 
716-548-2667 





Dorothy Bond...34706 Row River Road 
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CRAZY QUILT STICHES 


A book of over 1000 embroidery stitch variations 


Arr/Qunr 


va zine 


A new magazine devoted to the art quilt. 





The quilts, the artists, the shows, the symposia, 
the issues, the reviews ... the Art of the Quilt. 


I 

I 
Special rate for Threads readers: | 
1 year (4 quarterly issues) for $28. l 
Sample copy $7. l 

To subscribe, send check for $28 

I 

l 


(plus $10 for overseas postage) 
or MC/VISA information to: 


ART/QUILT Macazine — Threads Offer 
i 9543 Meadowhnriar, Houston, TX 77063-3812 
Published by Lynn Lewis Young. Money back guaranteed. 


a es se d 


BEST 3 SINGER’S! 


Quantum 9240 Electronic LCD 





$449 39i =i B-t wee 
Sewing Machine | ae $400, ovr t 





45 Stitch, 1 Step 
Auto Button Hole 
Auto Tension & Auto Bobbin, 25 Yr War., 


6 second threading 
Magic Steam a i Press 


$249 > ee ae 
MSP-7 100 Lbs. ; 3 Year Extended Labor 


3 
ae if 
 Pressure,2 Year Warr. Warranties Only $99eo. 


‘Order Toll Free 1-800-SEW-SERG (739-7374) 9am to 5pm 
Toll Free Fax 1-800-866-1261 America On Line EMail 






= 1402858 enn 
5-4-3-2Thread, = 
Differential Feed, 10 Stitch, 


Free Arm, Roll Hem, 5 Yr Warr. 


SINGER 


APPROVED DEALER 









9789 Florida Blvd, Baton Rouge, LA 70815 Address: sew sery@ool com | 


IN STOCK! IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 


PERLE 
COTTONS 


We stock mercerized 100% Cotton on cones in| 
3/2, 5/2 and 10/2 weights, plus cabled, genuine 
_ Peruvian Pima, in a multitude of solid colors. For 
a complete set of ll sample cards and 
information about the entire Silk City Fibers 
Stock Yarn Service, please send $8.00 (check) to: 


Silk City Fibers, 155 Oxford St., Paterson, NJ 07522 | 


RIBBON EMBROIDERY 
BRAZILIAN EMBROIDERY 
BATTENBERG LACE 
TRAPUNTO 


$2.00 
CHOOSE ONE OF TECHNIQUES 
LISTED ABOVE 


CATALOG + MINI KIT... 


CRAFTS BY DONNA 
BOX 1456T 
COSTA MESA, CA 92628 
(714) 545-8567 













HOW TO MAKE 
Victorian & Antique Style 


© LAMPSHADES 
| If you can sew on a button, you can cas- 
| tly make heirloom quality shades, Step- 
\ by-step info on finding or salvaging new 
or antique fabrics, embroidery, trims, 

| pn secrets of the trade. 100 mins 


1-800-626-8750 


The Christensen Collection 
5210 Renaissance Ave. San Diego, Ca. 92122 


$32. 95, 5.95 58M, check or HO 










THE BEAD CATALOG 
BEADS—TOOLS—FINDINGS 
Everything you'll need for stringing 
Quantity Discounts 
SEND $1.00 CASH TO 


ART TO WEAR 
| CRESCENT PLACE, RM. 20 + ST. PETERSBURG + 





FLORIDA 34711 


A NEW BOOK! 
Reprinted from the 1920's 
RIBBONOLOGY 
More great ribbon craft ideas from the 
Edwardian Era. 
$8.95 + 2.00 Postage & Sales Tax 
Send for complete list of Ribbon Books. 
ANTIQUITY PRESS 
| 734 Seon St 
707- 367- 7-3162 


St. Helena, CA 94574 
Visa / MC 



















FINE FABRICS BY MAIL ` 


Quality fabrics in rich colors and exciting weaves. 
Select from the following sample sets: 

A-Silks B-Wool Gabardines C-—Cotton Shirtings 
Each set is $4.00 or all three for $10.00. Specify the set 
or sets and send payment in U.S. check or money 
order along with your name and address to: 


PIDRIC GALLERY 


146 W. Grand River Ħ Williamston, MI 48895 
(517) 655-4573 











VINTAGE 1940's FABRICS | 
Original (ataa Panels and! Fabes from the 40's at 
very reasonable prices. ss sà Most are $20/ yard 

Floral, Geometric and Deco Motifs... 
Call 410-366-4949 or Fax 410-466-9326 for info 
PIECES OF @LDE 
P.o. Box 65130, Baltimore. MD 21209 


de Visit us m Baltimore by Appt. 





Call now to receive fine 
fabrics by mail! 


Bridal fabrics, silks, wools, 


A cottons and more... everything 
NG; you need for that special project. 
| Join our unique swatch service for 
only $12, and receive four swatch 
mailings and a FREE binder. 
Look & Feel before you buy! 
Call or Write To: 
Barbeau Fine Fabrics 
1308-A Birch Street * Fort Collins, CO 80521 § 
1-800-766-5588 or (303) 221-9697 








CABIN DOLLS, , 
a PRAT APY 


w. Luna ij Fi am 


i DOLLS (custom /ethnic) 
x KITS § SUPPLIES 
Sy x CRAFT MATERIALS 
x FURNITURE § 
ACCESSORIES 









MAGIC 


\, FREE CATALOG @3 Swatche) 
(08) N, PO. Box 64~Dept:T 
637-2,735 Viroqua, Ww. 54605 





EAMLESS BEAUTY! 


v 10 foot WIDE, 100% COTTON FABRICS 
~ FACTORY PRICES 

v CUSTOM-MADE or DO-IT-YOURSELF 
¥ MACHINE WASHABLE, NON-TOXIC 


® Tablecloths 

® Wall-Covering 

è Clothing, Costumes 
è Banners, etc 


è Draperies 

è Upholstery 

è Slipcovers 

e Bedspreads 

Send $2 for catalog & fabric samples to 
HOMESPUN, Box 3223-T105, Ventura CA 93006 


Noe 


CONTINUITY... 
.. fine embroidery kits 


Call or write for a brochure. 
P.O. Box 978 
Portland, Maine 04104-0978 


oE 207/828-8682 sam 
SN a he ag ee 
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Marketplace 


CREATE ORIGINAL QUILT ART! 








catalog or $5.00 for 4" swatches. io 
723 E. Charleston Rd., Dept. T-61, Palo Alto, CA 94303 






\ 


SS oe SS | 


CERES EEE RCE RES EES 
Y BROTHER 
Knitting Machines & Accessories 
DISCOUNTED 


We service the knitter who does not 
need lessons. 
Call or write for prices on equipment and yarn. 


Yarn-It-All 
2223 Rebecca Dr, 
Hatfield, PA 19440 

(215) 822-2989 
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Making a 


Costumes? 


Patterns! Over 1200 
Historical, Ethnic & 
Dance Patterns spanning the 
Middle Ages to the 1950’s 
Books! 650+ Costume | @' 
Reference Books ¥ 
Supplies! Corsetry, fe 
Millinery & More! Pee a | AOS 
Plus Accessories ( PRE. \ 
and Underpinnings AI M AINAN 
160-page catalog- $5.00 


includes $5 coupon Rood on orders 
over $50 


K aiments” 


or the costumer 





P.O. Box 93095, Pasadena, CA 91109 (818) 797-2723 












ark Bench Pattern Company” 


P 
Patterns fon oFnee-Spinited Clothing” 








Charlesbank 
Park 


Pattern No. 13 
$14 (S&H FREE) 
Catalog $3.00 

or FREE with order 


5423 Mary Lane Dr. 
San Diego, CA 92115 
(619) 286-6859 


THE WORLD'S FINEST FABRICS BY MAIL 


Select from a collection of the highest quality imported and 
domestic silks, wools, cottons, and more 
that the World has to offer. 


To receive beautifully coordinated swatch collection 4 times a 


year send $10.00 check or money order, name and address to: 


LY 


5700 Monroe Street Sylvania, Ohio 43560 419-885-5416 z 


98 THREADS 


¢ Dyes, fabric ink, rubber stamps, AD) AL 
batik tools, metallic thread, cotton (i ay A 

& novelty fabric, books, notions « Q aD 

Send 55¢ postage for a FREE Art Quilters 




















Wool Source | 
| Flannel Challis Tartan 


Crepe Gabardine Blends 
| Mohair Cashmere 


Impressive selection of wools 
from casual to elegant 


Personal Swatching Service 


(Due to rapidly changing stock 
we are unable to produce a catalog) 


9701 SE McLoughlin 
Milwaukie, OR 97227 
(503) 756- 1234 

Open Daily 


Spec al Requests | 
Weloome! 





Nancie Ants 3214 Riverside Blvd. Sacramento CA 95818 


(916) 443-6238 orders 800-867-2074 
Visa Mastercard or Discover No COD's 


SOCK VIDEO 1: The Basics includes pattern $20. 
SOCK VIDEO 2: Entrelac and Seamless 


Bobbinless Argyles includes pattern $25. 
Includes shipping within the U.S. Canada add $4.00 ea. 
Califorma Residents add 7.75% sales tax 





***NEW VIDEO*** 


Bead Knitting with Alice Korach 
This process creates a totally beaded 
| "fabric". Learn the process from start 
to finishing. Even if you've never 
knitted before, you'll be able to knit a 


beautiful beaded bag. 
$39.95 (approx 90 min) +$4.00 p/h 


FREE CATALOG 800 848-0284 


Victorian Video Productions 
P. O. Box 1540 Colfax, Ca 95713, 





LK RIBBON EMBROIDERY 
Sik Ribbons æ Patterns W Kits m Books m Notions 
FIBER FANTASIES Hand-dyed Cottons, Silks, linens, Ribbons 
$ 4.00 Samples with Catalog for Quiters & Needle Artists 


DATCHWORK PLEASURES 
2394 Double Church Road, Stephens City, VA 22655 


The Weaver's Loft 


508 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 
Centre Hall, PA 16828 
800-693-7242 







Complete knitting, weaving, spinning 
supplies and yarns. 






e Discount prices. è catalog free. e 
Complete sample set $18. 








Cotton Knit Fabrics 


Jersey, Interlock, Cotton Mesh, Etc. 
$4 for brochure and swatches 
and periodic updates 


COTTON Express> 


4400 Country Club Dr., Dept. T, Wilson, NC 27896 
(919) 399-7639 





HARRIETS 
PATTERNS*CUSTOM TAILORING 
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| OVER 180 PATTERNS CIVILIAN & MILITARY 


Authentic reproductions for adults and children 
Costume rentals Theme Weddings 
CATALOGS: $10.00 


Harriet A. Engler RETAIL OUTLET 
PO. Box 1363 Millwood Crossing 
Winchester, Va. 22604 Winchester 


(703)667-2541 Fax:(703) 722-4618 (703)662-5157 
EAA OAR AAA OK KKK AK 


&“LEATHER HIDES 


ty Super Soft Drum Dyed 
5 gd Various Colors 
Starting at Send $3.00 For Swatches 


$2.49 per s.t. AVENRICH 
900 S Santa Fe Dr #C Denver CO 80223 





Beads x Bugles 
Crystals 
Antique Beads 
Trade Beads 
Books + Findings 
Stone Beads 


Reliable Mail Order Service 
Send $2 for catalog to: 
P.O. Box 1535, Dept. T, Redway, CA 95560 
707-923-9120 x FAX 707-923-9160 
1-800-BEAD-LUV (Orders only outside Calif.) 
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— Victorian Drawstring Pouch | 
! 4) aS Turn-of-the-century lined pouch with bugle beads, ribbons & tassel. 

į 4 _ Made from velveteen or damask, with satin rope drawstrings. Bag 
‘i. is 8” long. Pattern, $5.95 + 1.25 postage. 
MORE PATTERNS: White laces cardigan sweatshirt; floral chintz 
buttoned day bag; petite sacque day and evening bag, Victorian 
heart-shaped evening bag...$5.95 each, or order all five for $28. 
# ppd. Send $3 for 36 page catalog of patterns f or unusual charac- 


terdolls and ladies accessories to: PIECES OF @LDE 






N Dept. TI, P.O. Box 65130, Baltimore, MD 21209. When in Baltimore, visit us by appt. 410-366-4949 F 


Classified 


The CLASSIFIED rate is $3.75/word, minimum 15 words. 
Payment must accompany order. Send to Threads, Adytg., 
Box 5506, Newtown, CT 06470-5506. The deadline for the 
December/January 1995 issue is September 10. 


BEAD STRINGING AND ARTJEWELRY SUPPLIES. 
Full-color, 500+ page catalog features SoftFlex™ and 
XtraFlex™beading wires; tools and supplies; clasps; 
bolo and bead cords; over 2500 beads: Cernit® 
modeling compound; Colores™ and Durenamel™ 
epoxy resins; PolyShrink™ sheets; wood, shell and 
anodized aluminum components; stampings and 
castings; instructional books and videos. River Gems 
& Findings, 6901 Washington NE, Albuquerque, 
NM 87109. Call 1-800-396-9894; ask for catalog 
AF203T. 


NEW!! Quilter’s Design Studio, the ultimate quilt de- 
sign program for IBM and MACINTOSH computers. 
Prints templates, calculates yardage, unlimited col- 
ors."As seen on Kay Woods Quilting for the 90’s.” 
Free information. QuiltSOFT, P.O. Box 19946 San 
Diego, CA 92159-0946, (619) 583-2970. 


SILK NEEDLEWORK YARNS. 200 colours. Natural- 
ly Dyed. Chart $12. AURORA SILK, 5806 Vancouver, 
Portland, OR 97217 


KK KEKE ET ACES-FABRICS-NOTIONS******** 
“Hard to Find” Lingerie and Swimsuit Items. Retail or 
Wholesale Catalogs—$3.00 each. Fabric Samples 
$2.00. The BEST DISCOUNT PRICES are at LACE- 
LAND, P.O. Box 1504, Sugarland, TX 77487-1504. 
(713) 983-LACE 


SEWING NEWSLETTER. Designer secrets, tricks, 
trends, techniques, to die for ideas! $18/yr. Sew ‘n 
Sew, Box 98472, Lubbock, TX 79499. 


CASHMERE FIBER AND YARN. Send self-addressed 
stamped envelope to Hunt Valley Cashmere, 6747 
White Stone Rd., Baltimore, MD 21207. 


MUSK OX QIVIUT homegrown handcombed fiber 
with minimal guardhair. Sold raw dehaired or spun 2 
ply 150 yds/oz. Send $3 and large self-addressed 
stamped envelope for samples and brochure to The 
Musk Ox Co., Dept. T., 633 Fish Hatchery Rd., 
Hamilton, MT 59840. 


PURE SILKS—dyed/woven to order and airmailed 
worldwide. Ideal for weddings, specials etc! 
Write/phone/fax us for swatches containing over 160 
silk costing just $9 airmailed by return! Angus Inter- 
national ™, 6 Fok Loh Tsun Road, Kowloon City, 
HONG KONG. Tel 011-852-2718-2748. Fax 011-852- 
2718-4565. We accept all major credit cards/personal 
checks etc. Personal callers welcome! 


USED NEEDLEWORK BOOKS. Next 3 catalogs— 
$3.00. Studio Books, Box 7804T, Huntington Beach, 
CA 92615-7804. (714) 965-3267. 


SPINNING, WEAVING, KNITTING SUPPLIES. Low 
prices. Catalog: $2. Yarn samples: $3. WOOLERY, 
RD1, Genoa, NY 13071. (315) 497-1542. 


ADDITIONAL REGIONAL DESIGNS OF AFRICA— 
Charted for Cross Stitch and Needlepoint. Catalog 
$3.00. Cultural Stitches, Box 968, Shaker Hts, OH 
44120. 


CUSTOM NEEDLEPOINT CANVASES printed from 
any photo you send. Great way to personalize work 
800-899-2956 


GET PAID FOR READING BOOKS! $100 per book. 
Send name, address to Calco Publishing (Dept. C- 
808) 500 South Broad, Meriden, CT 06450. 


UPHOLSTERY! Do it yourself—on video by German 
craftsmen—step by step instruction—$34.95 plus 
$3.95 S & H. Quality Upholstery, 75 Diggs Blvd. 
Warner Robins, GA 31093. (912) 922-8911. 


SCARLETT O’HARA’S BARBECUE PARTY DRESS, 
HOOP SKIRT, A GREEN PORTIERES DRESS, BON- 
NIE’S BLUE RIDING HABIT PATTERNS AND 
MORE. Brochure $2.00. Pegee of Williamsburg, Pat- 
terns from Historie, P.O. Box 127, Dept. T, Williams- 
burg, VA 23187-0127. 


NURSING YOUR BABY? Sew a great wardrobe 
with our classic patterns. Free Catalog! Call 1-800- 
449-3350 


KHRERERRERARERERELT ACS PAT TERNS 444 44 eee kkk kkk 
120 Original Designs. Catalog $2.00. BOXWOOD 
ROAD DESIGNS, 11307 Boxwood Road, Fredericks- 
burg, VA 22408. 


Shirl the Purl’s KNITTERS NEWS: The Canadian 
Hand Knitting Newsletter. Tips, techniques, news, 
views, profiles, projects. $25 for 5 great issues. 
Checks payable to Mossom Publishing, Box 65004, 
358 Danforth, Toronto ON, M4K 322. 


ULTRASUEDE ® SCRAPS from factory cutting rooms. 


All sizes, shapes, colors. Totally unsorted. 7 pound 
bags. $58.65 including S/H. Check w/order. Southern 
Oracle, P.O. Box 1580, Bensenville, IL 60106. 


IRISH WAXED LINEN THREAD: 30 colors. 4 sizes. 
Large variety BASKETWEAVING SUPPLIES. Retail. 
Wholesale. Catalog $2.00. Royalwood Ltd., 517-TH 
Woodville Rd. Mansfield, OH 44907. 1-800-526- 
1630. Fax: (419) 526-1618. 


SELL YOUR ARTS AT CRAFTS FAIRS. Connect via 
modem. Service lists best art shows. jury dates, fees, 
sales potential, participate offline, conferences all 
mediums. Free download business craft software, 
offline reader, editor, with subscription. $35.00/year. 
Instant credit card access (805) 528-1021 (modem). 
For information or check prepay: POB 6299, 

Los Osos, CA 93412. 


LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or exist- 
ing home. Over 100 different programs available. 
Free recorded message: (707) 448-3210 (8LB9). 


ULTRASUEDE SCRAPS 1 pound assortment in- 
cludes many bright colors: $19.95 plus $4.50 ship- 
ping. 1-800-225-1887. ULTRAMOUSE, 3433 Ben- 
nington Ct, Bloomfield, MI 48301. 


NORAH’S YARNS. Lovely two ply white angora 
handspun yarn for $15.00 an ounce. Call for free 
sample. (503) 344-9014. 


$460.00 WEEKLY POSSIBLE! Sewing baby burping 
pads at home. Rush $1.00 and self-addressed 
stamped envelope to American Home Crafts, Box 
326TH, Suisun, CA 94585. 


$40,000.00 A YEAR SEWING AT HOME. TIl share 
my secrets. Send $3.00 and LSASE to Margi’s, P.O. 
Box 7359T , Loma Linda, CA 92354 


BATIKS ETCETERA—Hoffman “batiks”, wax batiks, 
cottons and rayons, more. $5.00 swatches. 411 Pine 
Street, Fort Mill, SC 29715. 800-BATIKS-ETC . 


ULTIMATE IN ACTIVEWEAR FABRICS!!! Largest 
selection of cotton and nylon, lycra, stretch velvet, 
glissenettes, supplex, etc. Swatch club membership. 
$12.75/yr LGF, 3521 Fairview Industrial Dr. S.E. 
Salem, OR 97302. 1-800-LGF-9060. 


$381.60 POSSIBLE WEEKLY sewing baby items at 
home. Rush $1.00 andlong self-addressed stamped 
envelope to Abundant Resources, Box 112063T, 
Carrollton, TX 75011-2063. 


LEARN/SEWING DRESSMAKING at home. Factory 
short cuts, professional methods for beginners and 
old timers. Free brochure. Call 1-800-326-9221 or 
write Lifetime Career Schools, Dept. T103X5, 101 
Harrison Street, Archibald, PA 18403. 


AUSTRIAN CRYSTAL RHINESTONES, Pearls, Metal 
Trims. Apply permanetly with iron or BeJeweler. In- 
formation and sample—send large self-addressed 
stamped envelope and $1.00 to Creative Crystals, 
Box 8, Unionville, CT 06085-0008. 


UNUSUAL FABRICS—OshKosh corduroy and den- 
ims, camouflage fabrics. $2.00 and large self-ad- 
dressed stamped envelope for samples. JOYCE'S, Box 
381-T, Morrisville, NY 13408. 


FREE OFFER ON FABRIC PAINTING BOOKS! 
(503) 287-3140. Self addressed stamped envelope. Al- 
cott Press, 6325 NE 7th Ave., Portland, OR 97211. 


HAVE DISCONTINUED PATTERNS 1930’s-1990’s. 
Descriptive lists $2.00 per brand. Neubert, 729 Wall, 
N. Mankato, MN 56003. 


HOT BUTTONS! RETAIL MAIL ORDER. Antique to 
Classic. 100’s to choose from. Color sheets $3.00. Re- 
fundable. BUTTONS UNLIMITED, DEPT. T, 205 W. 
CASINO RD., Ste B20-28, EVERETT, WA 98204. 


BUTTONS, BUTTONS! Wholesale only. 100’s of 
styles of unique handicrafted buttons. Antiques, nov- 
elty, classic, large & small. Information and sample 
COLOR SHEETS $3.00. Full color catalog $15.00. 
MARILYN’S SALES & ASSOCIATES, 10121 EVER- 
GREEN WAY #T628, EVERETT, WA 98204, 

PH 1-800-422-1434. 


RELIABLE EXTRA INCOME! Assemble or sew sim- 
ple craft products at home. Program Guaranteed! 
1-800-377-6000. ex. 7360. 


PATTERNS THAT ACTUALLY FIT. Home Measur- 
ing Kit includes: video, measuring manual plus 100 
page full color catalog. We produce patterns to fit 
your exact measurements. Call Unique Patterns 
1-800-543-4739 


BABY AND CHILDREN’S PATTERNS from 20 inde- 
pendent companies. Catalog: $2(refundable). Kwik 
Sew Home Pattern Catalog: $6. 1-800-249-1907. 
SEWBABY! Box 11683-T, Champaign, IL 61826. 


NEEDLEPOINT—Exact stitch-by-stitch handpainted 
canvases. Highly detailed, exceptionally realistic 
birds, natural scenes, and flowers. Eighteen years of 
serving the discerning stitcher. Color catalog $2. 
TERRY MILLER DESIGNS, RD 1 Box 436, 
Bridgeville, DE 19933. (302) 629-6329. 


NOTIONS FOR LESS, 6” BLOCK DESIGNS WITH 
PLASTIC TEMPLATES, patch storage boxes. Write 
for more information: Leath Enterprises, 976 W. 
Foothill Blvd. Suite 493, Claremont, CA 91767. 


BURDA. FAMOUS FOR FASHION AND FIT. Pub- 
lished monthly. All styles in five sizes. Includes: new 
user friendly pattern sheets: pink shaded patterns 
you can locate at a glance; snip n’ sew patterns; easy 
patterns for beginners. American and European mea- 
surements. Send $15 for 3 issue trial subscription to 
GLP International, P.O. Box 9868, Englewood, NJ 
07631-6868 or call (201) 871-1010. 


EXQUISITE NEEDLEARTS TOUR, September 16-27, 
1996. Paris, Bayeux, London, Private consultations, 
personalized attention. Warren Wilbert (313) 475- 
2149, Diann Murphy (708) 675-7597. 


BUSINESS FOR SALE—Owner retiring. Custom cov- 
ering mail-order accessories from your fabrics. Prod- 
uct advertising in national magazines. Fashion Touch- 
es, P.O. Box 804, Bridgeport, CT 06604. 


SEW UP A STORM: Quarterly Newsletter for Sewing 
Entrepreneurs. $20/Yr. Sample Issue: $2.50. Business 
related articles: not “how-to-sew’. WORKROOM DE- 
SIGN: Space Solutions for Sewing Workrooms, 24 
pages, $7. SewStorm Publishing, 944-T Sutton, Cin- 
ncinnati, OH 45230-3581. 
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THIMBLE MAKER, T.J. LANE ELEGANT THIMBLES 
for quilting, sewing, collecting. Sterling Silver, Karat 
Gold, Gems. Free brochure: TJ. Lane, Ste #401-247, 
9666 E. Riggs Rd., Sun Lakes, AZ 85248-7410; 602- 
895-2771 or 8074. 


EARN $393.25 WEEKLY SEWING BABY BIBS! For 
information send self-addressed stamped envelope 
to: Stuff-4-Kids, P.O. Box 1060, El Toro, CA 92630. 


HAWAIIAN QUILTING is fun and easy! Quarterly 
newsletter features events and how-to’s, contains cat- 
alog of patterns, kits, books and notions. $8/Yr. U.S. 
$10/Yr. Int’l. Send payment with nameand address 
to Creative Stitches, 1126 12th Ave.# 101, Honolulu, 
HI 96816. 


DISCOUNT PRICES: Personal Patterns, Dress Shop, 
Electric Quilt, Quilt-Pro, QuiltSOFT, EasyGrapher, 
Hinterberg Quilting Frames, Dazor Lamps, Gingher 
Scissors. Credit Cards accepted. Cathedral Window 
1-800-99QUILT. 


BASKET WEAVING, CHAIRSEATING SUPPLIES, 
OAK BASKETS, BOOKS, KITS. Quality. Prompt. Dis- 
counted. Retail, Wholesale. Catalog $1.00 Ozark Bas- 
ketry, Box 599-THR, Fayetteville, AR 72702-0599. 
(501) 442-9292. 


CANADIAN SOURCE: MAIL ORDER 100% cotton 
knits, more. Send business size SASE: Flex Fabrics, 
Box 612C, Mount Albert, Ontario, LOG 1M0. 


PRICE IT RIGHT: Alterations, pricing guide. $4.00 
plus $2.00 shipping. Claire Shaeffer, Box 157, Palm 
Springs, CA 92263. 


PATTERNS SEARCHED. Send wants and stamped 


postcard to EZ Patterns., 118 Florence Ave., Evanston, 


IL 60202. 


ULTRASUEDE-—$38.95/yard. Cut squares (your col- 
or choice), six 9” x 6”—$12.45, six 12” x 9"—$24.95. 
Scraps, nice assortment, $15.95 1b., Fabulous-Fur 
scraps, 2 lbs.—$20.95. Add $4.50 shipping. FREE pat- 
tern, catalog with order! Catalog $2.00. Ultrascraps, 
6626 W. 79th Avenue T8, Arvada CO 80003, ( 1-800- 
431-1032). 


SHOP NEW YORK CITY FABRIC, BUTTON, TRIM 
TREASURE TROVES WITH FRIENDLY PERSONAL 
SHOPPER. Discover unique affordable materials. 
Craftperson/Researcher with intimate working 
knowledge of city’s sources plans individualized 
shopping tours. Bonnie Epstein, Dept. T1, P.O. Box 
20128, New York, NY 10025. (212) 866-0386. 


NATURAL WOOL BATTING AND FELT. Needle 
punched, no chemicals or plastics. Quilt or craft with 
the best. Large self-addressed stamped envelope for 
samples to: Taos Mountain Woolworks, Dept. 95, 
P.O. Box 327, Arroyo Hondo, NM 87513. 


RIDING APPAREL and Western Wedding Wear. Cat- 
alog $1.00. JEAN HARDY PATTERNS, 2151 La Cues- 
ta Dr., Santa Ana, CA 92705. 


ETHNIC & WHIMSICAL fabric & buttons $5.00 
swatches & information, Vlisa/MC. Pieces, Box 1135, 
Breckenridge, CO 80424 or 1-800-875-3723. 


YARNS, WEAVING, SPINNING, KNITTING Sup- 
plies. Home weaving course. Custom weaving. Ay- 
otte’s Designery, Center Sandwich, NH 03227. (603) 
284-6915. 


BEADS! Unusual Japanese Czech and Venetian. Cata- 
log $3.50. Columbine Beads, 2723 Loch Haven Dr, 
Hamsville, MD 21754. 


NO MORE PINNING—make your own fabric weights. 
EZ instructions. Send self-addressed stamped enve- 
lope with $2.00. Daphne’s Custom Creations, 2303 
Demorest Rd., Grove City, OH 43123-1055. 


100 THREADS 


LARGE AND SMALL PIN CUSHION PATTERNS. 
$7.90. Contemporary Fibers, 49 Pomona Road, Suf 
fern, NY 10901. 


VINTAGE JAPANESE KIMONO FABRIC send large 
self-addressed stamped envelope for catalog to AH! KI- 
MONO, 4913 181st Place SW, Lynnwood, WA 98037. 


CANADIANS! Ultrasuede yardage, squares, scraps. 
Lycra velvets, foils, prints, solids. Over 135 swatches. 
$5. Linda’s Speciality Fabrics, 24 Main Street West, 
Norwich, ONT NOJ 1P0. Call 519-863-2887. Fax 519- 
424-2655. 


FREE NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION!!!Tips, pat- 
terns, resources. Send 4 stamps: Nimble Thimbles, 
Box 578-T, South Pasadena, CA 91031-578/(818) 
403-5792. 


BRIDAL BUSTLES SEND $3.00 and self-addressed 
stamped envelope to: ECO, P.O.Box 491, 
Nicholasville, KY 40340-0491. Handoutalso includes 
time saving techniques for no sew loops! 


AHHHHH!.... BEAUTIFUL RIBBONS, flat and ruffled 
laces, eyelet in delicious colors. Quilting supplies. 
Thread, Muslin dolls. Vine wreaths. Ribbon roses, 
Bridal appliques. Quality merchandise. Bargain 
prices. Send $.50 for the newest HOME-SEW sewing 
and craft catalog. HOME-SEW, Dept. 712, P.O. Box 
4099, Bethlehem, PA 18018-0099. 


AUTHENTIC VINTAGE WESTERN CLOTHING 
SEWING PATTERNS. Catalog $1.00. Buckaroo Bob- 
bins, Dept. TH, P.O. Box 95314, Las Vegas, NV 
89193-5314. 


FABRIC—reasonable prices. List of available fabric 
swatches $3.00. Yard Goods Unltd., P.O. Box 1985, 
Round Rock, TX 78681. 


FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG OF OVER 300 
BOOKS FOR NEEDLEWORKERS. Instructions, pat- 
terns, designs for quilting, crochet, embroidery, knit- 
ting, sewing, lace making, charted designs, more. 
Most $2.75 to $3.95. Write DOVER PUBLICATIONS, 
Dept. A297, 31 East 2nd St. Mineola, NY 11501. 


GRANITE CREEK FARM—Quality Wisconsin yarn 
and fibers at reasonable prices. Ashford. Majacraft 
wheels. Great double bottom sock pattern/kit. $2.00 
samples/brochure. 642-27th Avenue, Cumberland, 
WI 54829. 


CREATE LUXURIOUS coats from our top quality 
acrylic blend Fun-Furs. Annual swatch club member- 
ship $25. Silver Threads, 120 Spring Valley Court, 
Hollister, MO 65672. (417) 336-4410. 


SLIPCOVER AND DRAPERY VIDEOS, Step by step 
instructions. T&M Creations $19.95 + $4.95 ship- 
ping. 800-767-9229. 


WE ARE LOOKING FOR REPS ALL OVER THE 
UNITED STATES. CONTACT Nick Erdal, Erdal 
Yarns, 1-800-237-6594, (212) 725-0162. 


WHOLESALE PRICING NOTIONS CATALOG. 
Now you can purchase your notions at manufacturers 
wholesale prices. Catalog $3.50, check or money or- 
der. Add $5.00 for fabric swatches--specify wools, 
silks, rayons or cottons. Inquiries welcome. (414) 
253-3600. FALLS SEWING CENTER, W155N8833 
Main Street, Menomonee Falls, WI 53051-3257. 


VINTAGE JAPANESE KIMONO/OBIS: 100% silk. 
Unique one of kind wearable or use as art for walls. 
(Specify light or dark) $50 each 5 for $200. Also 
available various kimono fabric packets: scrap bag 
$10; four 14 inch squares $15.95. Add $4.00 per or- 
der for shipping. Quarterly Newsletter $15.00. Deal- 
er inquiries invited. GINZA KIMONOWORKS-TH1, 
1431 Minor Avenue, #507, Seattle, WA 98101. 
1-206-292-5184. 
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Sure ,we've ot 
DYES ana FABRICE 
PAINTS ‘or N 

FABRIC 


but how about; | 


FABRICS 
. ‘Ready-to-dye 
Very, very wide fui ‘to 9 feet) — 
Cotton, Silk, Rayon .& Hemp 
—@— 


MAGIC TRANSFER PAPER 
Transfer paint & Transfer tape 
Photos to fabric ,1-2-3 
—o 


STAMP MAKING STUFF 
. SureStamp sheets, 
Compressed sponge sheets 











—@— 
Tools & Supplies for Tie-dye, 
ilk painting, Wearable art, Batik,| 
* Marb ing & Printing. | 


i —— m au 
Bulk quantities, * Wide selection 
discounts ` 


{FREE ‘CATALOG 
“CALL TOLLFREE ` 


(800) 542-5227 


|’ ISCOUNT SEWING EQUIPMENT 
Brand New Machines * Major Brands at Major Savings 
| SEWING MACHINES « SERGERS « PRESSES » VACUUMS 
DRESS FORMS « ROWENTA DE-92 
Send $3 for our new supply catalog. 


MAGIC PRESS $199 


MAGIC STEAM PRESS $289 


overlock machine 
Model MOG34DEV | 


XL9000W with 
Super Buster B 
$299 
SAVE $163.95 
off mfg. sugg. list 


84 CONCORD AVE 
ST. JOHNSBURY, VT 05819 
1-800-451-5124 


* Prices Subject to Change * Prompt Shipping 





a x Harper House 


RSN Recreate period elegance with our 
90-page catalog of vintage clothing 


patterns for men, women and dolls. 


Catalog $5.00 or FREE with 
purchase of pattern featured here. 


Harper House 


P.O. Box 39, Dept. THON-5 
Williamstown, PA 17098 
Phone: (717) 647-7807 
FAX: (717) 647-2480 
VISA/MC Accepted 


Gale Grigg Hazen’s 


Sewing For the Less Than 
PERFECT Figure 
Gale explains how to put together and sew your own style 


rather than worrying about the best or worst single 
attribute of your body... 





$24.95 


plus $3.50 shipping & handling 
CA residents add 7.75% sales tax 


1 hour 
Video 


Sew Great j 


P.O. Box 111446, Campbell, CA 95011 








Sizes 2-8 included 


P1662 
Victorian Girls’ Dress 
$11.50 ppd. 


Index to Advertisers 


Order # 1-800-LVSEWERS 
Information & Fax 408-252-8445 


$2.00 for catalogue deductible 
fromfirst order 


Beads Dyes Miscellaneous Machine Knitters Source 96 
Art to Wear 97 Dharma Trading Co. 100 P.J. Noyes 90 Embroiderers Guild of America 89 
Garden of Beadin’ 98 PRO Chemical & Dye 24 Nesdlewiorke The Needleworker 18 
Optional Extras 96 Wy Cuong a a 97 Quilting Supplies 
Siea ESQUnERS = Equipment Crafts by Dont 97 Art one. a 98 
naa ae Carter's Workshop 91 5 T’s Embroidery Supply 19 The Cotton Patch 87 
River Gems & Findings 95 CSZ E 90 HH Desi 83 k lt 
oure Beads 80 nterprises esigns Keepsake Quilting 90 
a. South 90 Dress Rite Forms 84 Pat Allen 96 Shepherds’ Coat 91 
Fabulous Fit 75 Patchwork Pleasures 98 ‘ : 
Books/Videos/Software Melco Embroidery Systems 83 Personal Threads Boutique 95 Sewing Machines/ Sergers 
American Quilter’s Society 84 MFD Enterprises 79 Ribbons & Roses 95 All Brands Discount Sew & 3 
Antiquity Press 97 Riverview Textile Studio 94 Sew Fancy 95 e l, a 
Bartley Softwear 75 Aara 
Betty Lampen 92 a cae Fabrics 95 a 83 alta | i 
Carikean Publishing 92 Avenrich 95 Charm Woven Labels* 96 Coldblati Cut Rate 88 
The Christensen Collection 97 Banksville Designer Fabrics 96 The Crowning Touch 91 Juki 77 
Cochenille Computer Knit Barbeau Fine Fabrics 97 D.P. 92 New H 2.3 
Products 88 Blueprints-Printables 87 Evening Star Designs 92 S ene — 100 
Dorothy Bond* 96 Cherrywood Fabrics 22 Gabriele’s 93 See a 17 
Exculsively Jacci 90 Cinema Leathers 79 General Label Mfg. 94 Subba Sewn Swee 88 
seat ite p F Cotton Express 98 Heirloom Woven Labels 89 Viking/White P 11 
olden Hanas Fress D’Anton 94 Horvath Generations 70 
Hard-to-Find Needlework Books* 93 Fabric Gallery 97 Nancy’s Notions 92 Shows/Exhibits 
Ideal Image 88 Fabrics Unlimited 24 SnapSource 24 American Sewing Guild 70 
Janet Stahl l 81 Fait Accompli 79 Sterling Name Tape Creative Sewing & Needlework 
peer School of Fashion Arts a Fishman’s Fabrics 81 Company 70 Festival 89 
acis G Street Fabrics 12 T.J. Lane 71 Fiesta en Sante Fe 90 
Magic Fit Designs- 78 Gladson 24 Things Japanese 85 l Love Needlework Fair 79 
Mary Wales Loomis 95 Global Village Imports 94 P In Stitches/Make It Myself 80 
Master Designer 96 Gutcheon Patchworks 18 An International Quilt Festival 9 
, ; Amazon Drygoods 93 ne l . 
Nancie Knits 98 H.E. Goldberg 90 Original Sewing & Craft Fair 
No Starch Press 90 Homespun 97 Bag Lady Press 19 a 8 ae 
Patria Gardens Video 95 House of Laird 70 Belinda's Designs 21 Quilt San Di 79 
‘chi Birch Street Clothing 91 eens 
RCW Publishing 12 House of Russia 24 fi 5 Road to California 19 
RL. Shep 91 International Fabric Collection 90 Bontit l > Sewitie & Stitchery Expo (05 87 
=e l é Bottom Line Designs 92 ewing itcnery Expo 
Scurlock Publishing 93 Kite Studio 84 Burd 103 Third latermational Bead 
Sew Great 101 The Linen Fabric World 95 Cal y p 91 Contercence 71 
Sew Pro 19 Marlene’s Decorator Fabrics 95 - eC ALENG 34 
The Taunton Press 74, 86 The Material World 98 Elan ela Co 94 Weaving Supplies 
That Patchwork Place 73 Mill End Store 98 ae Leesburg Looms & Supply 92 
Victorian Video 98 Oriental Silk 84 ~~ ata a Mountain Loom Co. 96 
Water Fountain Software 23 Pieces of Olde 97 ene a Ie 94 Weavers Loft 98 
Qualin International 91 oe Pence 
Buttons Sawyer Brook Distinctive Ghees 80 Yarns 
The Button Shoppe 75 Pabrice 93 The Green Pepper 97 Bonnie Triola 94 
Buttons By Mail 94 Sew Sassy Lingerie 94 Harper House 101 Cotton Clouds 93 
Debra Rutherford 22 Tha Gilles 80 Harriet Engler 98 Drop Spindle* 94 
Dogwood Lane 70 Thorburn’s 93 Ko Patern > Elann Fiber Co. 92 
Threads At Gingerbread Hill 95 ee l Erdal Yarns 91 
o eA 96 TreadleArt i 93 ae ee Textiles 95 Harrisville Designs* 95 
br The Unique Spool 9] Park Bench Pattern Company 98 Lambspun 92 
Fabricon Company 93 PAW Prints 93 Louersalc: 70 
John C. oie ed | Kits Pieces of Olde 98 Mare tagerd 9] 
letime Career Schools Beggars’ Lace 91 The Plateau 89 
Oregon School of Arts & Crafts 71 ea. International 93 Raiments 98 ae ea ae 
Shamrock Travel 22 Frostline Kits 13 Rainshed 92 Salt Spring Island Fibre Studio 90 
Sievers School of Fiber Arts* 87 Magic Cabin Dolls 97 Shanerin Designs 96 saa E 
YCMI 94 Snowgoose 95 Snowflake 22 o a 96, a 
Worcester Center for Crafts 85 Waite Machines Stretch & Sew 88 ae cn es ee 93 
8 Summa Design 98 PP 
Craft Sin Kruh Knits 94 Daane ee 85 Thrifty Needle 94 
Earth Gui 90 Mary Lues Knitting World 91 4 Vreseis Ltd. 90 
Good Wood 95 Threads etc. 92 Periodicals Webs* 96 
Rafter-four Designs 92 Yarn-It-All 98 Art/Quilt Magazine 97 


* Indicates a charter advertiser. We thank you for your support since Issue #1 — October/November 1985. 


october/november 1995 





10] 


Closures 


Have comments 
you want to share 
about garmentmak- 
ing or fashion? A 
funny or interesting 
story about your 
sewing or quilting 
adventures? A page 
from your sketch- 
book we ought to 
see? Send it to: 
Threads Closures, 
63 S. Main St., 

PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506. 


PROVOKE YOUR 
SEWING SPIRIT 


by John Giordano 


Perhaps, like me, you sew to es- 
cape everyday problems. Tension 
melts away in a world where colors, 
textures, sewing machines, and 
shirts are all that matter. 

But in this tranquil atmosphere, 
do you ever find inspiration slip- 
ping off for a snooze? The creative 
spark thrives on new input and the 
tension of surprising ideas. Here 
are eight suggestions for provok- 
ing alarm-clock ideas in your re- 
treat. If your first response to them 
is “How ridiculous!,” youre on the 
right track. 


1. Teach somebody 
different to sew 

You can learn a lot about your cre- 
ative limits by teaching, or collab- 
orating with, people unlike you. If 
youre a woman, teach a man. If 
youre a Republican, teach a De- 
mocrat. Let them pick the colors 
and make the decisions. Letting 
someone different take control al- 
lows you to see possibilities you 
might not have imagined. 


2. Let children into the 
sewing room 

Children haven’t learned all the 
rules and won't take no for an an- 
swer. This is why we usually don’t 
wantthem to come into the sewing 
room and why they should come 
in occasionally. Imagine the ideas 
popping into your head as you sit 
and watch the children play dress- 
up with your precious fabrics. Take 
notes as they combine colors and 
drape different fabrics around 
themselves. Then take two aspirin. 
You'll survive. 


3. Play “What if...2” 

Thisis one of my favorite self-provo- 
cations: Before you start a project, 
ask yourself the question, “Whatif 
I (orit) __?” and then fill in the 
blank with the first thing that pops 
into your head, no matter how silly 
it seems. What if I were a snake; 
how would I keep my skirt on? 
What if I had only one hour to 
make a quilt; how would I do it? 
What if I were Mrs. Potato Head: 
what would I wear to my wedding? 
Playing “What if...” expands the 
possibilities of any sewing project. 


4. Sew a disaster 

It’s not as crazy as it sounds. When 
starting a quilt, for example, youre 
probably humming “perfect points, 
perfect points.” But if you ignored 
perfect points, you might wind up 
with...a crazy quilt. 





-= _ 


5. Eat your quilt 

Why do quilts (or clothes) have to 
start with cloth? Well, why do they? 
Haven't you seen food on a plate 
that pleased your eye as much as 





your palate? Get out those cook- 
books with the mouth-watering 
photos and turn a color/texture/ 
shape extravaganza into your next 
sewing project. 


6. Staple a dress 

While on assignment in the middle 
of the Sahara Desert years ago, I 
desperately wanted curtains for my 
spare Peace Corps home. No fabric, 
no sewing machine. What to do? I 
did have scissors, a stapler, and 
some extra pillow cases. Voila! Cur- 
tains. Sometimes limiting your tool 
choices inspires creativity. 


7. Let chance in 

We westerners like to think we’ve 
actually got control over the out- 
come of our actions. But accidents 
and the unexpected do happen, so 
why not welcome them into your 
sewing room? The next time you 
find yourself sitting down to sew, 
call up your best friend and ask 
what color socks he or she is wear- 
ing. No matter what, make this 
your thread color for the day. 


8. Take a sewing nap 

Don’t limit your supply of creative 
ideas to your awake self, when you 
spend one-third of your life asleep. 
Encourage sewing dreams by keep- 
ing a pad and a pencil by your bed 
to make notes of the garments, col- 
ors, and shapes you see. Hurrah— 
now you can spend every waking 
and sleeping moment sewing. 


John Giordano’s job is to provoke ideas 
at the University of St. Thomas in St. 
Paul, MN. 


Hlustration by Susan Levan 


Iwo Of The Biggest 
Names In Sewing 
nave Lome 
We her 


For You. 


This fall, Burda is proud 
| to introduce an exciting 
new line of patterns 
The Sandra Betzina 
Collection. These four 
patterns were chosen 
Zad by the renowned 
teacher and columnist for theit 
stylish cut that will flatter 
many figures. But thats not ail 
Inside each pattern, you Il also 
find Power Sewing Tips by 
Sandra Betzina that tell you the 
best way to sew each fashion- 
able outfit. It's like having a 
private sewing lesson with one 
of the world’s greatest instruc 
tors. And like all New Burda 
patterns, they also come with 
hem and seam allowances. So 
they re easier to sew and even 
more beautiful to wear 
Just ask your nearest 
retailer for the New Burda 
Sandra Betzina Collection or 
call Power Sewing direct at 
1-800-845-7474. She wrote 
the book on sewing. Burda 
wrote the book 
on fashion 


sandra Het, na ` Ty S No 1 


i an 


he seen on the Home & Garden Channe 








